June 2021

The Markings
St. Mark Lutheran Church quarterly newsletter

WHAT'S INSIDE

Pastor's Corner

Community Life
Faith Development
Outreach Ministries
COVID Update
Save the Dates
New and Improved

Pastor's
Corner
How do I even begin trying to figure out what to say in such a time of transition
and change? We are slowly lifting restrictions and coming back together in church!
Thanks be to God! But I would be lying if I said I am 100% confident in all these changes.
Back in March of 2020 when we closed the building, it happened very fast with the
assumption it would only last a few weeks. HA!
Over time we slowly got used to the idea this would be lasting longer than any of us wanted it
to. With that being said, we also have been stepping up and being present online and
stretching our understanding of who we are as a church body! Was it easy? Absolutely not!
But I also choose to look back and see all that we have accomplished to persevere through it
all.
Opening back up has been a bit of a slower process- learning as we go and making conscious
decisions on the basis of what is best for the congregation as a whole. What I feel we are now
discovering is that “opening back up” in ALL areas of our lives has been more difficult for
some- and probably even more so than what anyone expected. We have been used to masks
for so long, and although most of us are annoyed with them, it can still seem strange to walk
into a store or restaurant without one.
I say all this to gently remind us that we do not share the same feelings and expectations as
far as what it means to feel safe these days. We all are spread across the spectrum of beliefs
and we need to recognize that we can be spread out on this but still be a respectful and
unified congregation. That goes for any topic! There is beauty in our differences but that
should not divide us and prevent us from being the body of Christ together.
We are still learning to fly the plane while flying the plane.
Your collective patience, understanding, and respect are seen and greatly appreciated.
I anticipate 2021 to be a year to renew ourselves and the ministries we are called to serve!
In Peace,
Pastor Mollie
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Community
Life
Pie with
the
People

Come back and get reacquainted with one
another as we learn "who we can be"
post pandemic!
Limited to 12 spots for each time: June 8, 13, 15,
16 and 21st. Sign ups can be found on our
website and Facebook page. More dates can be
added if needed.

Summer Bonfires
We have an amazing bonfire pit and it's open to use all
summer! Join us on Wednesday July 21st at 6pm for an
evening filled with laughter, joy and fellowship! If you or
your group would like to use it, just let the office know!

Get to know more about our Community Life Ministries Teams!
Food and Festival - This team has everything to do with helping with the food for events. They also
help run our Fall festival so we can kick off the year on the right foot! They are a vital part to the
congregation and help in so many ways.
Bazaar - Every year we host a holiday bazaar in November where there is shopping and eating! There
are lots of vendors so you may be able to find all your Christmas gifts in one day!
Men who love donuts - This is a time for the guys to gather and spend time together. They meet
monthly and are open to new people attending.
Women's Bible Study - This is a time for women to gather and dive deeper into their faith together.
They meet once a month on Mondays and are always open to new people attending.
Quilters and Prayer shawls - Did you know that we have two different quilting groups? One that
meets in the mornings and one in the evening! No matter your experience level, you are open to
check out either one! We also create prayer shawls for our community. If you like to knit, let us know
too!
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Faith
Development
End of Life Planning - Monday June 7
This is a tough topic, but one that everyone needs to think about. Come be
a part of the discussion and learn about what steps we should take when it
comes to aging, finances, medical care, and funeral preparations.
We will be meeting in person here at St. Mark and we ask that you sign up in
advance. Zoom will still be an option if needed. But please sign up as well
and just put in the comments that you will join us via zoom.

Youth Summer Fun Days
Who's excited for summer? It's been a long
school year... and an even longer pandemic.
We want to celebrate the summer starting
together! Throughout the summer we'll
have some dates on the calendar for youth
(grades 7 -12+) to come either hang out at
church or go somewhere to have fun. Our
first outing is June 13th. We'll meet at
church at noon and go get lunch together
and then head to an Escape Room!
Don't miss out on this fun!

Vacation Bible School
August 9 - 13 5:30-8pm
"God said: "And to every beast of the earth, and to
every bird of the air, and to everything that creeps
on the earth, everything that has the breath of life, I
have given every green plant for food.' And it was
so." Genesis 1:30
We'll join together with Living Waters Lutheran
Church again for a week of adventure as we learn
more about God's Good Creation! Together we'll
learn about the many ways that God's creation
works together for the benefit of all.
5 days?! YEP! We have a special treat on
Wednesday - the Teddy Bear Band - live with food
trucks! It's open to everyone and will take place of
VBS that night.

Get to know more about our Faith
Development Ministry:
We offer many different opportunities for all
ages to continue to grow in their faith. Adult
Education, Sunday School, Confirmation, VBS
and Youth Group (starting up this summer
again!). This ministry area takes a village to
do and we are always open to new ideas!
Our hopes and dreams with this area is to
create task force teams that can help
through out the year with different things. If
you have a passion for learning or teaching,
take some time to prayerfully consider how
you could help in this area.

Much more information to come so be on the look
out but mark your calendars for this amazing week
together. And yes! We'll need your help too!
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Outreach
Ministries
Clothing Drive in honor of our Vets
Memorial Day is Monday May 31st
Independence day is Sunday July 4th
and Veteran's day is November 11.
These 3 days are very important in our nation's
history. These are the days we remember our
Veterans. Without them we would not have the
ability or choice to worship together.
During the month of July we will be having a
clothing drive for our homeless Vets.
We will be collecting new and gently used
clothes for all 4 seasons.
Please bring your donations to St. Mark
between July 1st-31st.
Remember our Vets are both male and female!

Backpack and School Supply project
is happening for 2021!
Are you interested in signing up to provide a
backpack and school supplies for a student in
need?
If so, visit: www.adpotabackpack.org
You may also donate cash or gift cards for us to
purchase school supplies. Since we are
partnering with Our Savior's Lutheran Church,
they will be accepting those cards. Please mail
them too
9185 Lexington Ave
Circle Pines, MN 55014

We also ask that you continue to make cards for
our Vets- those also can be dropped off at St.
Mark and they will be mailed to the St. Cloud VA
hospital.
Thank you for all of
your support as we
reach out to our Vets
in need! Please contact
Karen Gregory or
Ginny Hestekind with questions.

If you have any questions please
contact Cheryl Collard. Thanks for
continuing to help our community!

Get to know more about our Outreach Ministry Teams:
Social Ministry Team - This team does a whole of everything! They host events inside and out of the church
that connect us with the community. New ideas of different ways to help others are always welcome!
Blood drive - We host a blood drive at St. Mark every other month on the first Monday.
Friends at home - If you like to visit and meet new people, we have an opportunity for you to visit some of
our members who are homebound. A simple smile and visit goes so far and is greatly appreciated.
Food Shelf - We have a long standing relationship with Centennial Community Food Shelf. They are always
looking for new volunteers to help and this is a great opportunity for families to do something together!
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Covid
Update
We are moving into Phase 3.5! What does this mean?
Masks
We are asking that those who worship with us in person, continue to mask and observe social
distancing. We are making this request for three reasons:
We do not want to (and we are actually not able to), distinguish between those who have been
vaccinated and those who have not. If everyone wears a mask, there is no finger pointing or
wondering.
There are those among us who are vulnerable. We can best protect them by wearing masks.
It’s our responsibility to love our neighbors.
We have young members of our congregation. If parents who worship online see that some
are wearing masks and some are not, they may conclude that it is not yet safe to bring their
unvaccinated children to in person worship.
Worship
Worship will be held online and in-person with proper mask wearing, and social distancing
measures, still at a limited capacity but increasing to 50% (142) capacity.
We will now take communion together in worship. As you enter the sanctuary, please take a
prefilled communion cup to your seat.
Music will still be offered in worship, and we invite you to sing along as you feel comfortable (we
ask you keep your mask on).
Online reservations will NO longer be required for Sunday morning worship.
Fellowship Hour will begin again following the services up in the fellowship hall.
Office hours will continue to be Monday through Wednesday from 10am - 3pm. But the staff can be
reached via email at any time.
We thank you again for your continued patience as we start this next phase. Please ask questions if
you have them. Ask for clarification if you need it. Email or call if you think we are off base. But also,
please understand that we are simply doing our best to keep everyone safe, and as things develop
and change we will do what we can to keep you informed.

A big thank you goes out to the members of the COVID Team - Linda Madsen, Dave Mundale,
Floyd Saunders, Kent Barnard, Sandy Geslin and Karen Gregory. Thank you for taking the time
to dedicate your time and energy to this team as we all navigated the unknown together.
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Save the
Dates
We can't wait to get back in the
swing of all our amazing events here
at St. Mark! If you would like to add
an event or try something new,
please contact the office or a team
that would be interested in it.

Get to know more about our
Resource Teams:
Finance - This team is in charge of
everything when it comes to the churches
finances. We are so grateful for this group
of people as they pour their hearts into it
each month. This team also includes
counters who go through the donations
each week. No experience is necessary to
join this team!
Memorial - Over the years, we have had people donate funds to the church in honor of a loved one who
has passed on. This team ensures that those funds get allocated to areas that they were either instructed
too, or areas in the church that put requests in.
Property - It takes a lot to keep this building up and running! And we couldn't do it without everyone's help.
Since everyone is skilled in different areas, we like to have a list of people's interests and then call upon
them to help around the building. This could include mowing the lawn, shoveling the sidewalk, gardening,
painting, plumbing, construction... and the list goes on! We are so thankful for the village that keeps this
building running!
Staff Support - This team is designed to help support all of our staff members. They create and maintain
job descriptions and are a sounding board for anything that may arise.
COVID - This newly created team was put in place to help get us through the pandemic. Together with
council, they made decisions on how we should handle everything related to COVID-19 and how it affected
our community. Every church community is different but being the first pandemic we went through in a long
time, they did an amazing job!
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Summer worship

Sundays at 9:30am
The service will still be live streamed via our
Facebook page and will be posted to YouTube
later in the day.

Did you see the updates on our website and logo? A big thank you to Amy Jefferson and her team of talented
people for creating the new look for us! If you haven't had time yet to check it out, please do!
And just a reminder, it may take you a few times to get the hang of things. Everything that was on our old site
is still there, it just might be in a different area. We will do our best to direct you to the correct area, but if you
ever have any questions, please contact Jenny in the office and she'd be more than happy to help you!

Pastor Mollie Dvorak
pastor@stmarkcp.org

Office Manager & Youth Director
Jenny Aleckson office@stmarkcp.org
763-784-2558

Choir Director Donna Peterson
Housekeeper Sandy Geslin

stmarkcp.org
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