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Pastor's
Corner
You may have noticed that time just keeps moving forward whether we like it or not. Sometimes we hardly
notice the passage of time. We’re looking forward to our summer vacation and then the next thing we
know, we’re shopping for school supplies and the leaves are turning colors. Other times the passage of
time is very obvious. We see signs that the seasons are changing as stores swap out seasonal decorations…
although Christmas trees out in July is a bit much if you ask me.
I love fall. The cooler temps, big cozy sweaters, blue skies against orange and yellow leaves, and walks
outside for me are perfect in this weather. These walks create this slow-down pace where I can discover
God moments more easily. I am discovering that these kinds of slow-down experiences are good for the
soul as they create fertile ground for listening for God.
Fall can seem like a time to ramp up and get sucked into all the busy that comes with fall, but I am here to
encourage you to slow down a little, reflect on our summer and prepare our hearts for this fall.
Summer highlights:
Meeting back in person again and without masks!
Pie with the People Post Pandemic- gathering together to share our vulnerabilities due to our year of
Covid, was beneficial on so many levels.
A summer filled with celebrating lives through baptisms and funerals of our loved ones.
A few of our youth attended Camp Wapo in July- Jenny and I got to visit them!
Vacation Bible School- altered a bit, but so much fun!
Fall Excitement:
Fall Festival- all are welcome for fellowship, fun, food, games, and more!
Four of our 9th grade youth will be affirming their baptisms in October!
Contemplative Practices Initiative with St. Kates and learning more about how to live into our faith every
day.
Collaborating with Living Waters Lutheran church in areas with our youth.
Moving forward in our future plans in building a columbarium on St. Mark property.
We have had our fair share of ups and downs this past season, but we are forward facing and filled with
hope and excitement. I become more and more confident in this congregation as we learn together what it
means to be the church. We have done remarkable things and we will continue to do remarkable things!

Pastor Mollie
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Community
Life
Don't miss the Fall Festival this year!

We’ll worship together at 9:30, and then head outside for fun,
games, and food (cost of meal is $5)! All are welcome to join
and we encourage you to invite your neighbors and friends!
Come celebrate the start of the program year!
A new addition to this year's Fall Festival - Beer/Wine/Seltzer
Pull! Take your chances, buy a ticket and choose your bag!
If by chance the weather is bad, we will do as much as we can outside under the tents.

We are so glad to be able to once again hold the Holiday Bazaar
at St Mark on Nov. 13 after the pandemic cancellation last year.
The coordinators this year will once again be Susan Koosmann,
Nora Hemquist and Cindy Huseby. We are also very grateful for
the long list of volunteers willing to help with the Bazaar this
year. We will be contacting the volunteers in the weeks to come.
If you wanted to help and haven’t yet signed up just let us know
what you would like to do. More hands can always be used for
signs, set up and clean up.
If you should have any questions or concerns please address
them directly to Susan, Nora or Cindy.

Contemplative Practices
This fall St. Mark will be participating in the St. Catherine’s Lilly Endowment funded Initiative for Contemplative
practices program. This program gives people concrete tools they can use with their hearts, heads and bodies
so they can figure out and engage in the practices that work for them to support their relationship with God
and discern who they are called to be and how they are called to live and serve.
A group of 10 members will meet monthly with a trained Spiritual Director and learn more about the different
contemplative practices. They will practice and eventually share their experiences with the rest of the
congregation throughout the next 2 years. Some of these practices will include journaling, centering prayer,
Lectio Divina, Loving Kindness meditation prayer, and labyrinth, just to name a few.
The team will meet a couple times a year with the other congregations that are participating so we can share
our stories and experiences with one another and grow together from them.
We are grateful to be a part of this opportunity as we go inward, grounded in God’s love and mercy, so we can
go outward in faith, wisdom, courage, and resilience, to always choose the path of love and justice as we
participate in the healing of God’s creation.
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Faith
Development
Registrations are now open for both Sunday School and Confirmation! Register via our website!

Sundays 10:45am
Starting September 19
Sunday School is going to look a little different this
year and we need your help! Each week will be
treated like a mini VBS - because who doesn't love
VBS! Each week we will interact with a Bible Story
to really engage and learn with all of our senses.
We'll start with music, the Bible story and then
break into different rotations. One week these
could be art and cooking or science and games the options are endless! In order for this to be
successful - we need people to lead these
rotations. If you love art projects, sign up for all
the art rotations or just one! Or if you love science,
sign up for those. It's a commitment, but a
commitment on your terms and schedules. This is
a way to fulfill your promises that you made while
each of these little ones were baptized. Talk to
Jenny or Pastor Mollie for more information.
There'll be a sign up in the narthex for those who
are wanting to help.

Wednesdays 6:30-7:30pm
Parent meeting - September 15 - 6:30pm
First session - September 22
Our goal is to lay the foundation for a vibrant faith
in our youth. We do this by providing faith forming
experiences that equip, empower, and unleash
them for an ever deepening relationship with
Jesus Christ through worship, learning, service,
prayer, community, and life experiences. In
addition of the traditional class, once a month we
will have GIFT nights (growing in faith together).
These nights will be a wide variety of events service, speakers, team building and so much
more! We will be partnering with Living Waters
Lutheran Church for some of the nights as well!
We look forward to all that is to come with
confirmation this year! If you have any questions
please contact Brad Carlson, Jenny or Pastor
Mollie.
Sign up for Confirmation

Sign up for Sunday School

Wednesdays 7:30-8:30pm
All are welcome!
We'll meet, build relationships with one another and grow in our
faith together! This is a time for you to just come and be who
God created you to be! All are welcome, including friends!
Questions? Contact Jenny
3

Faith
Development
ELCA Youth Gathering
We are bound. Bound by our sin, by the expectations of others, by poverty, by -isms
that try to divide us, and by so much more. In a life that often feels as if it has young people in a suffocating
grip, we want them to imagine the boundlessness of God: boundless love, boundless mercy, boundless
freedom, boundless creation, boundless strength. All offered from a gracious and loving God who knows and
adores them. All so abundant and endless it cannot be measured.
The ELCA Youth Gathering is an event where 30,000 youth, from around the country, come together and
worship and grow in their faith together. It's an event where young people can encounter God in a whole new
way! And it's happening in Minneapolis in the summer of 2022. This is a chance of a lifetime to experience our
city in a whole new way - together with others who believe the same things that we do! This will be our youth
trip for the summer of 2022.

When: July 24-28, 2022

Who: All youth in 8th - 12th grades

If you are interested in going as a youth or being an adult leader or just want to learn more about it,
attend the info meeting on Wednesday September 29th at 7pm here at St. Mark.

Adult Education
Instead of adding another thing to your busy schedules, we've moved our
Adult Education time to Sunday mornings! Join us after worship, 10:45am, to
explore new topics that help us dig into and explore our faith in ways we
haven't thought of yet. We'll meet the first Sunday of the month.
October 3: TBA
November 7: Women of the Bible - Claire Bischoff, a Theology Professor at St. Kate's
December 5: TBA

Racial justice, racial equity is a hot topic these days. Women of the ELCA, along with the St Paul Area Synod is
hosting a racial equity event, Saturday, October 23rd at St Mark! It will be a panel discussion with time for
questions following. The event starts at 10:00 and is open to all who wish to attend.
After the event a soup luncheon will be served. This is a time for the board to say thank you to the community
and to bring information forward. We usually have a brief time of devotion and a thank offering which will be
shared with the Advocates for Racial Equity work group of the synod.
If you would like to attend, please RSVP to tricia.niesche@gmail.com
That will help us plan for the meal. Thank you.
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Outreach
Ministries
For at least 15 years, St Mark has been celebrating
Christmas with area families thru the Sponsor a Family
program. That program has made the difficult decision
to cease operation. The Social Ministry team is talking
with the Hope 4 Youth program in Anoka to help local
homeless youth. Look for more information in
October. But don't be worried, so far it sounds very
similar to what we have done in previous years.

Taste of Tanzania
Sunday, October 17th after Worship
You're invited to join us after worship where you can experience all
things Tanzania! We will have small portions of several Tanzanian
dishes to try - even some of your favorites will be back!
The donations collected there and from the drawing for the quilt, are
an opportunity to help pay for the students tuition for school. The
quilters are making the quilt and it looks beautiful! Look for more
information and quilt drawing tickets soon!

Another way to support Tanzania will be through our October It's the
Little Things experiment! Be on the lookout for that!

Here's a sneak peek at the
Tanzania quilt for this year!

At Homes Friends

Did you know that we have some amazing members that visit people who are homebound? This is a great
way to be the church to all. Are you newly retired or looking for something new to do? This could be your
thing! Contact Cheryl Collard if you're interested in visiting a St. Mark member every once in a while.
Thank you to everyone who helped out with
the School Supplies & Adopt a backpack!! We
helped families in the Centennial School
District. 202 backpacks were handed out to
children who had registered in May through
their school. In addition to the backpacks,
supplies were delivered to each
school for students that had
not registered before. This
could not be done without your
generosity!

Upcoming Red Cross
Blood Drive Dates
September 13
December 8
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Every two seconds, someone needs blood.
Right now, there may be people waiting for
blood in your own area. Sign up to donate
HERE. If there isn't room, sign up for
December!

Resource
Ministries
It's the Little Things
Our lives are made up of small, daily decisions that eventually shape our character. Jesus highlights this
principle in Luke 16:10, “Whoever is faithful in little things will be faithful in large ones.”
Each month we have invited you to participate in a new and different way to
experience your faith. St. Mark participated in the Innovation and Mission Class at
Luther Seminary where they designed this program just for us. Some of the
experiments included: Treating someone to a small treat as we care for our
community, cleaning up our neighborhoods and planting seeds to be stewards of
God’s creation, and most recently the experiment of intentional rest- to think of it as a
gift from God we get to unwrap each week.
As we are getting close to the end of the year, we are in need of some concrete
examples from members expressing how this past year helped them view
stewardship in a much broader sense. This can be as simple as an email of what you
did and how it made you feel. We thank you for participating in this!
Upcoming Experiments
September: Map: Prayer
October: Envelope: Fast for Tanzania
November: Mustard Seed: Memorize
December: Small Box: Offer Gift to God

COVID Response Team
Although it might seem like three steps forward and one step back...but with the COVID Delta variant surging,
the health and safety of our members continues to be a concern. Members of the COVID team met in early
August to discuss ways to meet the ongoing pandemic. When we first met, there was conflicting information
on the new variant. However, with our fall schedule starting up, we wanted to make sure we continued to
protect our vulnerable and younger members of our community.
After much discussion, thoughtful consideration and prayer, the team decided to move back to masks and
social distancing while inside the church. We felt that with these steps, it would be the safest path for us to
start Sunday School, Confirmation, and still be able to do the Fall Festival and Holiday Bazaar.
Although we will continue to worship in-person at 9:30 a.m. Sunday mornings with masks and social
distancing, worship also will continue to be live-streamed for members who would prefer to avoid crowds.
We are also asking each family to sign in when arriving at church so we can track attendance if needed.
COVID team members and the church council will continue to monitor the pandemic situation and as the
situation improves, we will again lift restrictions on worship and use of the church.
Thank you so much for your understanding as we work together to get through these challenges.
A copy of all of our communications can be found on our website. If you have any questions or concerns
about these decisions, or feel we may have overlooked some information, please email our Covid team at
covidteam@stmarkcp.org and someone from the team will address it.
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Upadates
Fall Worship Time - 9:30am
As some of you may have learned, our council has decided, based on many
conversations with staff and members alike, that this fall our worship time will
remain at 9:30am. Due to many reasons, one service will serve our congregation
well at this time. Some of these reasons include:
All being in worship together makes for a fuller sanctuary and a welcoming environment for new
guests and current members.
With the option of online streaming of our worship service, we know that numbers will fluctuate from
week to week with in person worship. We love that online streaming is an option for St. Mark due to
busy lives and making church available to anyone and everyone regardless of where you find yourself
on a Sunday morning.
Sunday School will still be available following worship- starting at 10:45 for ages 3-5th grade youth.
Please read about our new model in this issue of the markings.
Adult Education will be held on the first Sunday of each month- “Have you thought about”- this
involves hosting different speakers with a relatable topic each month.
This is a trial run through the remainder of 2021. The council will reevaluate in December and see if
one service continues to work for us, or if we need to switch back to 2 services.

Columbarium Update
We have begun the conversation of what it could look like if St. Mark built a Columbarium on our campus.
What is a columbarium you ask? A columbarium is a thoughtfully designed memorial that serves as a
respectful final resting place for cremated remains. It contains niches, which are individual spaces within the
columbarium where urns are securely stored. Our team has met with a representative from Eickhof in
getting the process started. The team then went around the Twin Cities to see current columbarium's and
local churches and cemeteries to get an idea of what could work well at St. Mark.
The team has been given a very specific check list of the process. We will continue to inform the
congregation as we move forward in this planning process. We are excited to share what we learn and will
always maintain open communication. Thank you for trusting this team in this opportunity.
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Save the
Dates
Reformation Sunday Intergenerational Event - October 31st
Christmas Intergenerational Event - December 12
Mark your calendars for these new intergenerational events that we're having this year!
After worship, we will join together in the fellowship hall for an all ages fellowship event. We
wanted to provide a time that we could all come together to grow in our faith together - no
matter your age - all while doing something fun and different! More information to come, but
you won't want to miss these!
If you are interested in helping spearhead one of these, please let Jenny or Pastor Mollie know.
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Pastor Mollie Dvorak
pastor@stmarkcp.org

1 North Road Circle Pines, MN 55014
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Choir Director Donna Peterson
Housekeeper Sandy Geslin

