Sunday March 27, 2022 | 9:30am
Fourth Sunday of Lent
The psalm sets the tone this day: “Happy are they whose transgressions are forgiven, and whose sin is put away!” Happy
are those who have “become the righteousness of God” in the merits of Christ Jesus. Happy are those for whom the
forgiveness of God has “rolled away . . . the disgrace” of former times. Happy is the father at the return of his prodigal
son. Happy are we that our sins are forgiven for Jesus’ sake. Rejoice!

PRELUDE
WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS
+CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS
L: In the name of God, who makes a way in the wilderness, walks with us, and guides us in our
pilgrimage.
C: Amen.
L: Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another.
Silence is kept for reflection
L: Holy God,
C: we confess that we have wandered far from you: we have not trusted your promises, we have ignored your
prophets in our own day, we have squandered our inheritance of grace, we have failed to recognize you in our
midst. Have mercy on us! Forgive us and turn us again to you. Teach us to follow in your ways, assure us again of
your love, and help us to love our neighbor.
Amen.
L: Beloved in Christ, the Word draws near to you, and all who call out to God shall be saved. In Jesus, God comes to
you again and again and gathers you under wings of love. In ☩ Jesus’ name, your sins are forgiven. God journeys with
you and teaches you how to live in love.
C: Amen.
+OPENING HYMN

“Come, Thou Font of Every Blessing”
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+GREETING
L: The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.
C: And also with you.
+KYRIE

+PRAYER OF THE DAY
L: God of compassion, you welcome the wayward, and you embrace us all with your mercy. By our baptism clothe us
with garments of your grace, and feed us at the table of your love, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, who
lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.
C: Amen.
CHILDREN’S MESSAGE
SPECIAL MUSIC

“Cannon”

Centennial Brass Quintet

FIRST READING
2 Corinthians 5:16-21
One way to describe the gospel is the promise that in Christ everything is transformed into newness. All mistakes, all
deliberate sins, all old history is reconciled with Christ’s resurrection. This is Paul’s strong message to the congregation in
the city of Corinth.
16From now on, therefore, we regard no one from a human point of view; even though we once knew Christ from a
human point of view, we know him no longer in that way. 17So if anyone is in Christ, there is a new creation: everything
old has passed away; see, everything has become new! 18All this is from God, who reconciled us to himself through
Christ, and has given us the ministry of reconciliation; 19that is, in Christ God was reconciling the world to himself, not
counting their trespasses against them, and entrusting the message of reconciliation to us. 20So we are ambassadors for
Christ, since God is making his appeal through us; we entreat you on behalf of Christ, be reconciled to God. 21For our
sake he made him to be sin who knew no sin, so that in him we might become the righteousness of God.
L: The word of the Lord. C: Thanks be to God.
PSALM 32
Our Psalm today will be read responsively. The lectern side will read the regular print and the pulpit side will read the
bold.
1Happy are they whose transgressions are forgiven, and whose sin is put away!
2Happy are they to whom the Lord imputes no guilt, and in whose spirit there is no guile!
3While I held my tongue, my bones withered away, because of my groaning all day long.
4For your hand was heavy upon me day and night; my moisture was dried up as in the heat of
summer.
5Then I acknowledged my sin to you, and did not conceal my guilt. I said, “I will confess my transgressions to the Lord.”
Then you forgave me the guilt of my sin.
6Therefore all the faithful will make their prayers to you in time of trouble; when the great waters overflow, they shall
not reach them.
7You are my hiding-place; you preserve me from trouble; you surround me with shouts of deliverance.
8“I will instruct you and teach you in the way that you should go; I will guide you with my eye.
9Do not be like horse or mule, which have no understanding; who must be fitted with bit and bridle, or else they will not
stay near you.”
10Great are the tribulations of the wicked; but mercy embraces those who trust in the Lord.
11Be glad, you righteous, and rejoice in the Lord; shout for joy, all who are true of heart.
+GOSPEL ACCLAMATION

+GOSPEL
Luke 15:1-3, 11b-32
Jesus tells a parable about a son who ponders his father’s love only after he has spurned it. The grace he receives is
beyond his hopes. That same grace is a crisis for an older brother who believes it is his obedience that has earned his
place in the father’s home.
L: The Holy Gospel according to Luke. C: Glory to you O, Lord.
1Now all the tax collectors and sinners were coming near to listen to [Jesus.] 2And the Pharisees and the scribes were
grumbling and saying, “This fellow welcomes sinners and eats with them.” 3So he told them this parable: 11b“There was a
man who had two sons. 12The younger of them said to his father, ‘Father, give me the share of the property that will
belong to me.’ So he divided his property between them. 13A few days later the younger son gathered all he had and
traveled to a distant country,
and there he squandered his property in dissolute living. 14When he had spent everything, a severe famine took place
throughout that country, and he began to be in need.
15So he went and hired himself out to one of the citizens of that country, who sent him to his fields to feed the pigs. 16He
would gladly have filled himself with the pods that the pigs were eating; and no one gave him anything. 17But when he
came to himself he said, ‘How many of my father’s hired hands have bread enough and to spare, but here I am dying of
hunger! 18I will get up and go to my father, and I will say to him, “Father, I have sinned against heaven and before you; 19I
am no longer worthy to be called your son; treat me like one of your hired hands.” ’ 20So he set off and went to his
father. But while he was still far off, his father saw him and was filled with compassion; he ran and put his arms around
him and kissed him. 21Then the son said to him, ‘Father, I have sinned against heaven and before you; I am no longer
worthy to be called your son.’ 22But the father said to his slaves, ‘Quickly, bring out a robe—the best one—and put it on
him; put a ring on his finger and sandals on his feet. 23And get the fatted calf and kill it, and let us eat and celebrate; 24for
this son of mine was dead and is alive again; he was lost and is found!’ And they began to celebrate.
25“Now his elder son was in the field; and when he came and approached the house, he heard music and dancing. 26He
called one of the slaves and asked what was going on. 27He replied, ‘Your brother has come, and your father has killed
the fatted calf, because he has got him back safe and sound.’ 28Then he became angry and refused to go in. His father
came out and began to plead with him. 29But he
answered his father, ‘Listen! For all these years I have been
working like a slave for you, and I have never disobeyed your command; yet you have never given me even a young goat
so that I might
celebrate with my friends. 30But when this son of yours came back, who has devoured your property
with prostitutes, you killed the fatted calf for him!’ 31Then the father said to him, ‘Son, you are always with me, and all
that is mine is yours. 32But we had to celebrate and rejoice, because this brother of yours was dead and has come to life;
he was lost and has been found.’ ”
L: The Gospel of the Lord. C: Praise to you, O Christ.
SERMON
+HYMN OF THE DAY

Pastor Mollie Dvorak
“Softly and Tenderly Jesus is Calling”

+APOSTLES CREED
I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth.
I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the power of the Holy Spirit, born of the virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried;
he descended to the dead. On the third day he rose again;
he ascended into heaven, and is seated at the right hand of the Father.
He will come again to judge the living and the dead.
I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic Church, the communion of saints, the
forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen.

ELW 608

+PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION
L: Drawn close to the heart of God, we offer these prayers for the church, the world, and all who are in need.
After each portion of the prayers: L: Merciful God, C: receive our prayer.
The prayers conclude:
L: Accept the prayers we bring, O God, on behalf of a world in need, for the sake of Jesus Christ.
C: Amen.
+PEACE
L: The peace of Christ be with you always. C: And also with you.
The congregation may share a social distance sign of peace with one another.
OFFERING
We have a generous God who provides for us richly. We honor God in return with our offering.
Thank you for giving generously to St. Mark.
+OFFERTORY RESPONSE

OFFERING PRAYER
L: Extravagant God, you have blessed us with the fullness of creation. Now we gather at your feast where you offer us
the food that satisfies. Take and use what we offer here, come among us, and feed us with the body and blood of
Christ, in whose name we pray.
C: Amen.

+GREAT THANKSGIVING

L: It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, ……. And so, with all the choirs of angels, with the church on earth and the
hosts of heaven, we praise your name and join their unending hymn:

+WORDS OF INSTITUTION
+LORD’S PRAYER
Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, your kingdom come, your will be done, on earth as in heaven. Give
us today our daily bread. Forgive us our sins as we forgive those who sin against us. Save us from the time of trial
and deliver us from evil. For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours, now and forever. Amen.
+HOLY COMMUNION
The sacrament of Holy Communion is offered as part of our worship. You will be directed forward to receive communion
(prepackaged). If you feel more comfortable remaining in your seat, prepackaged communion can be brought to you.
Children and adults not yet taking communion may come forward for a blessing.
All are welcome to receive the bread and the grape juice. Gluten free wafers are available upon request.

COMMUNION SONGS

“Lamb of God”

“Amazing Grace, How Sweet the Sound”
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+POST COMMUNION BLESSING AND PRAYER
L: Let us pray. Blessed Jesus, in this rich meal of grace, you have fed us with your body, the bread of life. Now send us
forth to bear your life-giving hope to a world in need.
C: Amen.
+BENEDICTION
L: Whatever wilderness the Spirit has brought you to: walk in boldness, as a beloved child of God walk in peace, under
the shelter of the Most High walk in faith, knowing Christ walks with you.
C: Amen.
+SENDING HYMN

“What Wondrous Love is This”
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+DISMISSAL
L: Go in peace. Serve the Lord.
C: Thanks be to God!
WORSHIP ASSISTANTS
Lector: Ellie Mundale
Prayers: Cheryl Collard
Communion: Dawn Grandstrand
Ushers: Ginny Hestekind and Sandy Geslin
Greeters: Cheryl Collard
Centennial Brass Quintet: Greta Anderson (Trumpet), Natalie Clarys (French horn), Connor Horton (Euphonium), Jack
Robeck (Tuba) and Branden Williams (Trumpet)
PRAYER AND CONCERN
Cindy Fryer, Ruth, Richard, Robbin, Yvonne, Susan, Sherry, Sue, Wendy, Kelly, Mashell, Shannon, Leslie, Dave, Sandie,
and Mark.
Please contact the office with any updates to this prayer and concern list—thank you!

ANNOUNCEMENTS
Hungering for the Basic Stories - Lent
Lent Dinner this Wednesday March 30th at 5:45pm. It’s hosted by Nancy and Team and the menu is: Hot dogs and fries!
Holden Evening Prayer Worship will begin at 6:30pm.
-Book Study In-person Sessions: Sunday mornings (March 27 and April 3) at 10:45am
-Book Study Zoom Sessions: Monday evenings (March 28 and April 4) at 6:30pm
(The zoom link will be available on our Facebook page before the meeting starts or can be
found in the worship tab on our website)
We have more books in the narthex! You can also purchase a digital version via Amazon.
Easter Flowers
Easter flowers are now available for you to purchase! Help us adorn our sanctuary for our Easter Sunday celebration
service. Thanks to Ginny Hestekind for coordinating!
Camp Wapo
Looking for something to do in the middle of summer? Come to Camp Wapo with us! We have spots reserved for all
ages! More info can be found on the bulletin board on the ramp in the narthex. Find Jenny if you have any questions!
Seeds Camp - completed grades 1st-3rd - July 15-17th | Wapo Youth Camp - completed grades 4th - 8th - July 10 - 15th |
Ox Lake Roots - completed grades 7th - 12th - July 10-15th
MN Food Share March Campaign
The Centennial Community Food shelf needs our help! They are participating in this campaign that bring together
community organizations, businesses and individuals to fill food shelves statewide! You can donate via their website
directly, or by donating on our giving page and we will send a check over to them. This campaign runs through April 1st.
Star Word Prompt
In this season of Lent, what repentance or self-examination has come from your star word so far?
First Communion
If you or anyone in your family have not received their first communion and would like to learn more about it, please
connect Pastor Mollie. We will offer a time of first communion at our Maundy Thursday service at 7pm.
Gas Cards Needed
We’ve had a higher need for gas cards in the last few weeks. If you are able, we’d greatly appreciate some more Holiday
Gas Station gift cards in order to continue to help our community members. Thank you in advance!
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