Sunday May 8, 2022 | 9:30am
Fourth Sunday of Easter
The gift of new life, of eternal life, is the gift of the risen Christ. It is the promise of Jesus. It was true for Dorcas in Joppa.
It was true for those “who have come out of the great ordeal” in the Revelation vision. It is true for us and for all the
baptized: Surely goodness and mercy shall follow me all the days of my life, and I will dwell in the house of the Lord
forever.
PRELUDE
WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS
+THANKSGIVING FOR BAPTISM
L: Alleluia! Christ is risen.
C: Christ is risen indeed. Alleluia!
L: Refreshed by the resurrection life we share in Christ, Let us give thanks for the gift of baptism. We thank you, risen
Christ, for these waters where you make us new, leading us from death to life, from tears to joy. We bless you, risen
Christ, that your Spirit comes to us in the grace-filled waters of
rebirth, like rains to our thirsting earth, like
streams that revive our souls, like cups of cool water shared with strangers. Breathe your peace on your church when
we hide in fear. Clothe us with your mercy and forgiveness. Send us companions on our journey as we share your life.
Make us one,
risen Christ. Cleanse our hearts. Shower us with life. To you be given all praise, with the Holy Spirit,
in the glory of God, now and forever.
C: Amen.
+OPENING HYMN

“Good Christian Friends, Rejoice and Sing!”

ELW 385

+GREETING
L: The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.
C: And also with you.

KYRIE

+PRAYER OF THE DAY
L: O God of peace, you brought again from the dead our Lord Jesus Christ, the great shepherd of the sheep. By the
blood of your eternal covenant, make us complete in everything good that we may do your will, and work among us
all that is well-pleasing in your sight, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the
Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.
C: Amen.
CHILDREN’S MESSAGE
CHOIR ANTHEM

“What a Wonderful World”

Miller

FIRST READING
Acts 9:36-43
Dorcas was a faithful and devoted woman of charity in the community of Joppa. Her kindness and her work with clothing
were well-known, especially to the widows in town. When she fell ill and died, Peter raised her back to life through the
power of prayer.
36Now in Joppa there was a disciple whose name was Tabitha, which in Greek is Dorcas. She was
devoted to good
works and acts of charity. 37At that time she became ill and died. When they had washed her, they laid her in a room
upstairs. 38Since Lydda was near Joppa, the disciples, who heard that Peter was there, sent two men to him with the
request, “Please come to us without delay.” 39So Peter got up and went with them; and when he arrived, they took him
to the room upstairs. All the widows stood beside him, weeping and showing tunics and other clothing that Dorcas had
made while she was with them. 40Peter put all of them outside, and then he knelt down and prayed. He turned to the
body and said, “Tabitha, get up.” Then she opened her eyes, and seeing Peter, she sat up. 41He gave her his hand and
helped her up. Then calling the saints and widows, he showed her to be alive. 42This became known throughout Joppa,
and many believed in the Lord. 43Meanwhile he stayed in Joppa for some time with a certain Simon, a tanner.
L: The word of the Lord. C: Thanks be to God.
PSALM 23
Our Psalm today will be read responsively. The lectern side will read the regular print and the pulpit side will read the
bold.
1The Lord is my shepherd; I shall not be in want.
2The Lord makes me lie down in green pastures and leads me beside still waters.
3You restore my soul, O Lord, and guide me along right pathways for your name’s sake.
4Though I walk through the valley of the shadow of death, I shall fear no evil; for you are with me; your rod and your
staff, they comfort me.
5You prepare a table before me in the presence of my enemies; you anoint my head with oil, and my cup is running over.
6Surely goodness and mercy shall follow me all the days of my life, and I will dwell in the house of the Lord forever.
+GOSPEL
John 10:22-30
Jesus responds to questions about his identity with the remarkable claim that he and the Father are one. Those who
understand this are his sheep; they hear his voice, follow, and will never be snatched from his hand.
L: The Holy Gospel according to John. C: Glory to you O, Lord.
22At that time the festival of the Dedication took place in Jerusalem. It was winter, 23and Jesus was walking in the temple,
in the portico of Solomon. 24So the Jews gathered around him and said to him, “How long will you keep us in suspense? If
you are the Messiah, tell us plainly.” 25Jesus answered, “I have told you, and you do not believe. The works that I do in
my Father’s name testify to me; 26but you do not believe, because you do not belong to my sheep. 27My sheep hear my
voice. I know them, and they follow me. 28I give them eternal life, and they will never perish. No one will snatch them out
of my hand. 29What my Father has given me is greater than all else, and no one can snatch it out of the Father’s hand.
30The Father and I are one.”
L: The Gospel of the Lord. C: Praise to you, O Christ.
SERMON
+HYMN OF THE DAY

Pastor Mollie Dvorak
“Blessing and Honor”

ELW 854 v. 1, 2, 4

+APOSTLES CREED
I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth.
I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the power of the Holy Spirit, born of the virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried;
he descended to the dead. On the third day he rose again;
he ascended into heaven, and is seated at the right hand of the Father.
He will come again to judge the living and the dead.
I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic Church, the communion of saints, the
forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen.
+PRAYER FOR MOTHER’S DAY (see insert)
+PEACE
L: The peace of Christ be with you always. C: And also with you.
The congregation may share a social distance sign of peace with one another.
OFFERING
Ways to give to St. Mark
- You can mail or drop of your giving. There is a drop box outside the front door.
<----- Scan the QR Code with your phone camera to be taken to our giving page or visit our church website
(Stmarkcp.org), select ‘Give’ at the top of the page
-Download the ‘Vanco Mobile Faith Engagement’ app in your App Store and set up a one time or recurring
donations.
-Set up a one time or recurring donation by texting that amount your wish to give:
763-296-0671
We have a generous God who provides for us richly. We honor God in return with our offering.
Thank you for giving generously to St. Mark.
OFFERING PRAYER
L: Extravagant God, you have blessed us with the fullness of creation. Now we gather at your feast where you offer us
the food that satisfies. Take and use what we offer here, come among us, and feed us with the body and blood of
Christ, in whose name we pray.
C: Amen.
+GREAT THANKSGIVING
L: The Lord be with you.
C: And also with you.
L: Lift up your hearts.
C: We lift them to the Lord.
L: Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
C: It is right to give our thanks and praise.
L: It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, ……. And so, with all the choirs of angels, with the church on earth and the
hosts of heaven, we praise your name and join their unending hymn:

WORDS OF INSTITUTION
+LORD’S PRAYER
Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, your kingdom come, your will be done, on earth as in heaven. Give
us today our daily bread. Forgive us our sins as we forgive those who sin against us. Save us from the time of trial
and deliver us from evil. For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours, now and forever. Amen.
+HOLY COMMUNION
The sacrament of Holy Communion is offered as part of our worship this morning. You will be directed forward to receive
communion around the altar. If you feel more comfortable remaining in your seat, or are not able to come up,
communion will be brought to you. Children and adults not yet taking
communion may come forward for a
blessing.
All are welcome to receive the bread and wine. Gluten free wafers and white grape juice (in the middle of tray) are
available.

COMMUNION SONGS

“Lamb of God”

“The King of Love My Shepherd Is”

ELW 502

+POST COMMUNION BLESSING AND PRAYER
L: We give you thanks, generous God, for in this bread and cup we have tasted the new heaven and earth where
hunger and thirst are no more. Send us from this table as witnesses to the resurrection,
that through our lives, all may know life in Jesus’ name.
C: Amen.
+BENEDICTION
L: Remember this day and every day, the Lord blesses you and keeps you, the Lord’s face shines on you and is
gracious to you, the Lord looks upon you with favor, and gives you peace, ☩ in the name of the Father, Son, and Holy
Spirit.
C: Amen.
+SENDING HYMN

“Have No Fear, Little Flock”

ELW 764

+DISMISSAL
L: Alleluia! Christ is risen.
C: Christ is risen indeed. Alleluia!
L: Go in peace. Tell what God has done.
C: Thanks be to God.
POSTLUDE

WORSHIP ASSISTANTS
Lector: Charlie Gardner
Prayers: Kent Barnard
Communion: Ann Kelling and Dawn Grandstrand
Ushers: Eric and Kate Holland
Greeters: Joanne Hanson
Tech: Jenny Aleckson
PRAYER AND CONCERN
Lois Andrews and family, as they grieve the death of her daughter Kerri
Amanda, Lindsey, Cindy, Ruth, Richard, Robbin, Yvonne, Susan, Sherry, Sue, Kelly, Mashell, Shannon, Leslie, Dave,
Sandie, and Mark.
Please contact the office with any updates to this prayer and concern list—thank you!
ANNOUNCEMENTS
Blue Jean Sunday
On May 22nd, after worship, we will be doing some clean up around the church property! We would love your help in
making this quick and easy for everyone! Some of the projects we have are: spring cleaning the property, road clean up
along North Road, dusting and the youth are invited to help paint the youth room. Please do all that you can to be here
to help! More hands make less work for all!
Plant Sale
Things are finally greening up and now is a good time to start looking for plants to dig and share for the plant sale,

including perennials, bulbs & house plants. We have pots available for those who are ready to pick them up in a bin
outside the front door. If you have questions, someone from the team will be available to answer questions after
services on Sunday’s or you can contact Maggie Tennessen 651-780-7368.
Plant Drop off: Thursday and Friday, May 19th & 20th from 4:00-7:00 PM
Plant Sale: Saturday, May 21st from 9:00 AM - 2:00 PM
We will also be accepting garden art. Anything in good condition to enhance the garden or outdoor living spaces ie. sun
catchers, stepping stones, birdbaths, birdhouses, pots, shepherds hooks etc.
Parking Lot Sale
Most of us have stuff. Sometimes we find ourselves with too much stuff! What do we do with the old stuff? Is your
closet to full? Do you need to get rid of stuff? Would you like to sell it? Is a garage sale to much work, or are you afraid
of putting your address out there, inviting strangers to your property? We understand all of these things and have a
solution for you. St. Mark is offering you a parking space to sell your items. Our first PARKING LOT sale will be May 21st.
We are charging $10.00 a space. We
furnish the parking space for you to sell your stuff. We DO NOT furnish tables
and require you to take everything with you when you leave.
Call Karen at 612-272-3386 for more information and to secure your spot.
Summer Markings
If you would like to add something to our next addition, please have it to Jenny in the office by Monday May 23rd. This
addition will be for June - August.
St. Mark Crisis Fund
The congregation has generously supported a designated fund that has allowed Pastor Mollie to help many people in
need. Due to the high need in the last few months, this account has significantly
decreased. If you are willing
and able to make a donation to the St. Mark Crisis Fund, we’d greatly
appreciate it. Please indicate your donation
with “Crisis Fund” in the memo. There is also a line labeled on the online giving page for Crisis Fund as well. Thank you in
advance for your gracious donations.
Camp Wapo
There’s still room and time to register for camp this summer! We already have a great number of kids going! If you have
any questions, reach out to Jenny or Pastor Mollie.
Save the dates for Vacation Bible School - August 1st - 5th!
Global Outreach Survey
Thank you to all those who participated. Our social ministry team is going to take the summer to do some research. Be
on the look out for more information.
Thank you to everyone who donated blood at the drive on Monday - we collected 54 pints! Mark your calendar for our
next one on July 11th!
St. Mark Giving
April 25th through May 1st giving totaled: $2,478
Needed to cover Plan for Ministry each week: $5,675

Year to date giving total: $86,881
Needed to cover yearly Plan for Ministry: $96,475

Worship Attendance
April 24: 168
April 17: 337
April 10: 224
April 3: 200

Mother’s Day Prayer
- I want you to know I'm praying for you if you are like Tamar, struggling with infertility, or a miscarriage.
- I want you to know that I'm praying for you if you are like Rachel, counting the women among your family and friends
who year by year and month by month get pregnant, while you wait.
- I want you to know I'm praying for you if you are like Naomi, and have known the bitter sting of a child's death.
- I want you to know I am praying for you if you are like Joseph and Benjamin, and your Mom has died.
- I want you to know that I am praying for you if your relationship with your Mom was marked by trauma, abuse, or
abandonment, or she just couldn't parent you the way you needed.
- I want you to know I am praying for you if you've been like Moses' mother and put a child up for adoption, trusting
another family to love your child into adulthood.
- I want you to know I am praying for you if you've been like Pharaoh's daughter, called to love children who are not
yours by birth (and thus the mother who brought that child into your life, even if it is complicated).
- I want you to know I am praying for you if you, like many, are watching (or have watched) your mother age, and
disappear into the long goodbye of dementia or Alzheimer's.
- I want you to know that I am praying for you if you, like Mary, are pregnant for the very first time and waiting
breathlessly for the miracle of your first child.
- I want you to know that I am praying for you if your children have turned away from you, painfully closing the door on
the relationship, leaving you holding your broken heart in your hands. And like Hagar, now you are mothering alone.
- I want you to know that I am praying for you if motherhood is your greatest joy and toughest struggle all rolled into
one.
- I want you to know that I am praying for you if you are watching your child battle substance abuse, a public legal
situation, mental illness, or another situation which you can merely watch unfold.
- I want you to know that I am praying for you if you like so many women before you do not wish to be a mother, are not
married, or in so many other ways do not fit into societal norms.
- I want you to know that I am praying for you if you see yourself reflected in all, or none of these stories.
This mother's day, wherever and whoever you are, we walk with you. You are loved.
You are seen. You are worthy. And may you know the deep love without end of our big,
wild, beautiful God who is the very best example of a parent that we know. Amen.
A prayer for Mother's Day adapted by Heidi Carrington
Heath and originally written by Amy Young

