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Can you believe it is already the end of June? We are well on our way  into summer! No 
more school, warm weather, trips to the cabin, and outside barbeques with friends and 

family. I’ve noticed there always seems to be a new rhythm to life in these summer months 
too. Time almost slows down and we feel a bit more relaxed in our day to day plans, which 

I think we all welcome since life can get pretty busy. 
 

So this summer, as you relax in your hammock, take leisurely walks outside, or care for 
your gardens, I want to encourage you to care for one another as well. 

 
We are going to be focusing this summer and fall on ways in which we can live out our call 
to be good stewards- to the earth, to ourselves, to our neighbor, and in our communities. 
If you know the familiar camp song “it only takes a spark… to get a fire going”, that is the 
way I want us to start thinking about how the little things we do can make a difference! 

Because let’s be honest- we all could use more sparks of joy and kindness in our day, and 
maybe that spark begins with you. 

 
This could be as simple as a smile as you pass someone in the aisle at Target, calling 

someone just to say hi, picking up a piece of garbage you see on the ground, or inviting a 
neighbor over for lemonade. May this article be an invitation to be the spark or see the 

spark, so it can be passed on throughout our communities! 

Pastor Mollie

Pastor's
Corner
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Pass It On 
by Kurt Kaiser

 

It only takes a spark to get a fire going,
And soon all those around can warm up 

in its glowing;
That's how it is with God's Love,

Once you've experienced it,
Your spread the love to everyone

You want to pass it on.



As you journey through life, choose your 
destination well. Avoid the shortcuts, 
wander the backroads and enjoy the 
scenery. And remember that the true 
worth of your travels lies not in the 

destination but in who you come to be 
along the way. Happy Graduation!
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Congrats to the Class of 2022! 
It was wonderful to celebrate you and all that 

you have accomplished! 
 

Greta Anderson
Peter Mundale

Dylan Ploen
Addi Wells

Brian and Bailee Hynes, Carolann and Dennis Tollers, 
Kate and Eric Holland, Andrea Mosiman

We welcomed our 
newest members to St. 
Mark on Sunday June 

12th! We are blessed to 
have such wonderful 

people join our 
community. Make sure 
to welcome them the 

next time you see 
them!
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For over 45 years, Donna Peterson has blessed our 
community by directing the choir, stepping in to do music 

during the pandemic and equipping our members to share 
their gifts of music over and over again. We are extremely 
blessed to have had your talents present at St. Mark for so 

long. Thank you for all that you have done! You will be 
missed deeply Donna!

Many thanks to everyone who made last Sunday very special for me.  The morning was 
great with the blessings, comments, cards and gifts. The trio of prints with the words to 

‘How Can I Keep From Singing’ are going above my piano.  They are beautiful!!
Many, many thanks to a wonderful group of friends!! Donna

A note of thanks from Donna...

The staff support team has started the process of looking for a new Choir Director. While we will 
never be able to replace Donna, it is our hope to get someone in as soon as possible. If you know 
of anyone who is looking for a part time position, please reach out to Pastor Mollie or one of our 

Staff Support team members. Thank you! 
(Linda Madsen, Virginia Mager, Barb Saunders, Don Pouchnik and Brian Carstens). 



Faith
Development
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 Camp Wapo 

Vacation Bible School - August 1-5
Join us for VBS this summer - Food Truck Party! On a Roll with God! It's 

based on Matthew 6:11 "Give us this day our daily bread." This 
reminds us that everything we have comes from God- but it also calls 

us to turn to God in prayer for our daily needs. And then love and care 
for the rest of the world! At the Food Truck Party, we'll spend time 

learning about different Bible stories, make crafts, do science 
experiments and become the hands of God ensuring everyone's 

needs are met! We will also have a week long mission project to help 
fight food insecurity in our own communities! 

We'll be ending the week with an epic Food Truck party in our parking lot! Food trucks, music and 
so much more will be there - mark your calendar for this all ages party (Friday August 5th 6-8pm)
We aren't able to do VBS without volunteers like you! Be on the look out for a sign up genius to see 
all the areas we need your help with! This is also a great way for middle school and high school 
youth to help as well! 

WHERE:
St. Mark 
Lutheran
1 North Road 

Circle Pines, MN 

COST:
$10 per 

child
Registration includes: 

T-shirt, dinner, snack and 
programing

Ages: 3-12              Volunteers: 12+

REGISTER HERE: 
https://tinyurl.com/St 

MarkVBS2022 

WHEN:
August 1-5

6-8pm
Dinner from 5-6pm

St. Mark is sending 9 youth to Camp Wapo this summer! Pastor Mollie and 
Jenny are extremely excited for these youth to experience camp! Both of their 

faith stories were form by attending camps and mission trips, so they are 
excited to share their love with the youth of St. Mark.

 
5 of the youth will be attending week long camp from July 10-15 and the other 

4 will attend Seeds camp which is a weekend long camp (July 15-17). 
 

Join us for worship on July 10th to bless them before sending them off. 

https://tinyurl.com/StMarkVBS2022
https://tinyurl.com/StMarkVBS2022


Rob Bell takes us deep into actual passages, revealing not only the humanity behind the scriptures 
but the revelation that one cannot get to the holy without going through the human. When 

considering a passage, Bell explains the worst question we can ask of the text (“why did God…?”) and 
the best question to ask (“why did people find this important to write down?”) to get at how scripture 
can best guide us today. In asking these questions, Bell goes beyond the one-dimensional question 

of “is this true?” to reveal the Bible’s surprisingly transformative power. What is the Bible? Recaptures 
this ancient library’s subversive energy and reaffirms its enduring ability to inspire and shape our 

lives today. 

Since our last book study went so well, Pastor Mollie has 
put together another opportunity to participate in one! 

Our book this time will be: 
What is the Bible? 

How an Ancient Library of Poems, Letters, and Stories Can 
Transform the Way You Think and Feel About Everything 

by Rob Bell
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 Summer book study 

Faith
Development

Part 1: Wednesday July 6 and Sunday July 10
            Wednesday July 13 and Sunday July 17

Part 2: Wednesday July 20 and Sunday July 24
            Wednesday July 27 and Sunday July 31

Part 3: Wednesday August 3 and Sunday August 7
            Wednesday August 10 and Sunday August 14

Part 4: Wednesday August 17 and Sunday August 21
            Wednesday August 24 and Sunday August 28

Sunday Evenings on Zoom: 6:30-7:30
Wednesday Afternoons in person at St. Mark: 1:00-2:00pm

 
Copies of the books can be picked up in the narthex or in the office. 

A big thank you to the Contemplative 
Practices program that we are apart 
of through St. Catherine's University. 
Funds to purchase these books were 

given by a grant that we received. 
 

Our Contemplative Practices group 
will begin meeting again this Fall. And 

we hear the second year is even 
better than the first!  



You can bring your items to church AFTER July 4th and because of the growing need we will be 
giving to these 2 organizations in our area.

 
Every Third Saturday

We will deliver clothing on July 21st and/or the 28th.  
They are located at 4303 East 54th St. | Minneapolis, MN 55417. All items go to veterans.

 
Hope 4 Youth

 We will deliver to them on July 23rd. 
They are located at 2665 4th Avenue North, Suite 40, Anoka, MN 55303.

 
In addition to the clothing drive for both locations, we are going to start an “EVERY THIRD SUNDAY” 

clothing drive of new socks and skivvies. These are the number one requested items! 
They do not take used socks and skivvies - they need to be brand new.

The collection box will be in the narthex on June 19th, July 17th and August 21st. 
Any items given after our delivery dates will be given to them for Christmas. This will be an ongoing project.
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Outreach
Ministries

 Every Third Sunday/Clothing Drive 

Last year we did a clothing drive for veterans, and it was a great 
success.  Thank you to everyone who helped with the drive and all who 

donated clean gently used items.
 We will be having a clothing drive again this July, so start going 

through your closets to find the treasures that you no longer need. 
Knowing that an act of kindness, as simple as giving an old shirt to a 

person in need, can bring them a feeling of hope and joy, makes going 
through our closets a lot more fun!!

 Volunteer opportunities 
Looking for something to do this summer? Hope4Youth is always looking for volunteers! This is 

the organization that we partnered with last winter to give Christmas gifts too. 
 

Did you know that they need help with meals at their drop in center? 
Did you know that they have a food shelf that needs restocking? 

There are so many opportunities to volunteer - head on over to their website to see how you can 
help today!       https://www.hope4youthmn.org/volunteer/#top

https://www.hope4youthmn.org/volunteer/#top
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 New candles 
The memorial team recently purchased new oil refillable candles for our

beautiful candelabras that were first used on Pentecost Sunday. Gifts to the 
memorial fund in memory of the saints who have gone before us or to honor 

loved ones, were used to purchase all of these items. The best part - they 
never need to be replaced! These candelabras are a beautiful addition to our 

church services and another example of how your gifts to the memorial 
funds are used. Memorial team members are Maggie, Don and Sandy. Feel 

free to bring questions & suggestions to them.

Upcoming Red Cross 

Blood Drive Dates

July 11
September 12

Every two seconds, someone needs 
blood. Right now, there may be 

people waiting for blood in your own 
area. The need is so high right now, 

find a time to donate. Sign up to 
donate HERE. 

 Parking Lot Sales 
In May, in addition to our plant sale, we had our first ever 

parking lot garage sale! And it was a great success! We 
have decided to hold a few more during the summer 

months! 
July 16 and August 20 are our next ones. 

You can rent a parking space and sell your items! No 
driveway needed! Contact Karen Gregory to get added to 

the future dates.

 Financial update 
As we mentioned in a verbal update during worship in March, and a subsequent letter to the 

congregation in April, the Finance Team promised to continue to discuss ways to reduce and/or 
eliminate the deficit.

As of May 31, 2022, the church still has a deficit of -$6,855.  As a result, the finance team continues 
to temporarily cover the deficit from other resources held within the church’s primary checking 

account, and we continue to withhold giving benevolence to the Synod.  In addition, all discretionary 
spending will be suspended through Rally Sunday.  If a spending need should arise during this 

summer suspension, the Finance team will determine how the need will be addressed.
We have some exciting ideas for this fall to help reduce, or hopefully eliminate, the deficit as we 

begin an exciting year of ministries at St. Mark. STAY TUNED!!

https://www.redcrossblood.org/give.html/donation-time


It was a wonderful day for St. Mark’s first ever plant sale! Thank you to all who donated their 
perennials, house plants, bulbs, and nursery stock plants!  We received such a wonderful 
variety of everything and unique garden art as well. 
Thanks to all who came, enjoyed the day and participated by purchasing plants.  Food and 
Festival members who set up the snacks, coffee and popcorn! That coffee sure helped keep us 
warm.  Jim Pinckney and Jon Tennessen for helping with set up and Jenny for getting the info 
on our website, Facebook and of course the sign!  
The turnout was great and we were able to raise over $800.00 thanks to your generosity! Extra 
plants will be planted around the church grounds and we hope to start a low growing garden 
around the sign out front to give it some beautiful color and easier mowing. 
We hope to try again next year so please share your ideas with us and if you purchased plants, 
please save your pots and we can reuse them again next year!  

 Plant sale thank you 

 Upcoming dates to remember 

 June 

Saturday June 18
Parking Lot Sale - 9am - 2pm

Tuesday June 21
Council Meeting - 6pm

Sunday June 26
Blanket Blessing 
We'll bless the blankets that have 
been made for the fire department

Sunday July 10
Camp Blessing
During worship, we'll bless the kids
headed to Camp Wapo that week

Saturday July 16
Parking Lot Sale - 9am - 2pm

Tuesday July 19
Council Meeting - 6pm

August 1-5
VBS - Food Truck Party! 6-8pm
Dinner starts at 5pm
Friday is our Food Truck Party - 
join us for food, music and so 
much more! All are welcome!

 
Sunday August 7

Sundae Sunday after worship

Tuesday August 16
Council Meeting - 6pm

Saturday August 20
Parking Lot Sale 9am -2pm

 July  August 

Don't forget the 

Summer Book Study 

dates! They can be 

found back on page 5
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Jenny Aleckson    office@stmarkcp.org
Office Manager & Youth Director

Pastor Mollie Dvorak  
pastor@stmarkcp.org

Housekeeper    Sandy Geslin
1 North Road Circle Pines, MN 55014

763-784-2558              stmarkcp.org 
Pianist    Dawn Christensen

A big thank you to our quilting groups 
for making these beautiful quilts for our 

graduating seniors! 
 

These quilts are to remind them that no 
matter where they go, they are wrapped 

in love - love from the St. Mark 
community and love from God!

 
They turned out absolutely beautiful 

and they are greatly appreciated! Thank 
you again and once again congrats to

our class of 2022!


