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Pastor's
Corner
Summer is soon coming to an end. Time to close the pools, wrap up summer vacations,
and say farewell to the mosquitos.
The month of September often means a “return” to many things. Children return to school.
Parents return to a regular routine. The church is no different. With the start of September,
the church returns for Sunday School, confirmation, holiday bazaar, for midweek Advent
services, and before you know it – Lenten dinners. For some, the month of September is
also a return to church. During the Summer, our schedules are often more flexible. We
take time off to enjoy vacations and other activities. Nothing wrong with this, it’s fun to do.
We hope if you were gone, you took us with you and worshiped online!
Regardless of our schedules, it is always wonderful to know that God does not take a break
from us! The prophet Joel once spoke to the people and reminded them who God is. God is
“merciful, slow to anger, and abounding in steadfast love.” These are truly some of the most
wonderful qualities of our God. Whatever the reason, or amount of time, We are always
welcomed back with open arms!
September is a time of year to return. We return to more regular schedules. We return to
school. We return to a new year at church!
We look forward to seeing all the ways we return back to church with energy and curiosity
in who we are as members of St. Mark. This year we will be focusing on how each of us can
find ways to serve and grow the ministries of St. Mark! The past couple years we have had
to take a step back from leadership and accountability due to Covid- but it is time to equip
one another to lead, show up, and serve!
Remember, “it only takes a spark to get a fire going… and soon all those around will warm
up in its glowing.” May we each find new ways to be the church together and light the fire of
St. Mark ministry again!

Pastor Mollie
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It only takes a
Spark Campaign
"It only takes a spark to get a fire going,
and soon all those around can warm up
in its glowing; That's how it is with God's
love, once you've experienced it: you
spread God's love to everyone, you want
to pass it on."
Kurt Kaiser

Beginning in September, we will be
focusing on how each member can help
serve and grow in all the areas of ministry
of St. Mark. It only takes a spark to start
something new...

As we begin our return to our "regularly scheduled programming" of fall at church, we invite each of you to
discern what this means for you. Could it mean reconnecting with a ministry area that you've helped serve
on before? Could it mean finding a new area to explore and grow in your faith? Or could it mean something
completely different? Whatever it means to you, we invite you to discern on it further.
At the Fall Festival on September 11th, you will be encouraged to grab a couple of flames...paper flames, not
real ones. On this flame, you'll put your name and contact info, and then drop it in a ministry bucket you are
eager to help with or to learn more about. A few examples of these ministry buckets are: worship, property,
gardening, women's retreat, food at events, Sunday School and many more! These buckets will be in the
narthex for a few weeks as well.
What does it mean if you drop your flame in a bucket? You are making the commitment to help serve,
show up, or volunteer through out the next year. You are more than welcome to drop multiple flames in
multiple buckets - there's no limit to what you can help with!
Another aspect of It only takes a spark, is the financial side of it. A few months ago, a friend of the
congregation approached the Finance Team with a matching fund idea. They are willing to match above and
beyond donations to a certain amount. And during that conversation, we had another member say they'd
match it too. So everything given above and beyond your normal offering will be matched from some
generous donors! If you are interested in matching or donating above and beyond, we'd love to hear from
you. It really does only take a spark to start a great idea!

There will be a specific line item in our online giving for the "It Only Takes a Spark Campaign" and there will be
labeled envelopes available to ensure the funds get matched.

We look forward to re-energizing all areas (and maybe new areas)
of ministry in the upcoming year!
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Community
Life
Sunday September 11th
11-2pm
Worship at 9:30am

Festival

FOOD | GAMES | LIVE MUSIC
$5 MEAL
TICKET SALES FOR GAMES
WINE & BEER PULL AND BINGO

Join us for worship at 9:30 and then head outdoors for fun, games, and food (cost of meal is $5 - menu to be
determined still, but will be advertised in the announcements). All are welcome to join and we encourage you
to invite your neighbors and friends! Come celebrate the start of the program year!
The Beer and Wine Pull is making is coming back this year! If you are able to donate either wine or beer, please
drop it off in the office. A new addition this year - BINGO! More details to come in regards to Bingo, but prizes
will be cash! We can't wait to celebrate the new program year with you!
If by chance the weather is bad, we will do as much as we can outside under the tents.

Fall Clean Up at Church
We need your help! In order to keep our grounds looking so amazing, we need your help doing some fall clean
up. On Saturday October 15th, join us at 3 pm for a few hours of work and then we'll have a Hot Dog Roast
down at the fire pit! We'll even have s'mores and weather depending, we'll watch a movie on the church wall.
Thank you in advance for helping us keep this place looking great!

Holiday Bazaar
We are so glad to be able to once again hold the
Holiday Bazaar at St Mark on Nov. 12. The
coordinators this year will once again be Susan
Koosmann, Nora Hemquist and Cindy Huseby.
Letters have gone out for the table rentals and
several have already come in. Look for a volunteer
sign up soon. More hands can always be used for
signs, set up and clean up. If you should have any
questions or concerns please address them directly
to Susan, Nora or Cindy. Looking forward to a great
Bazaar again!!

St. Mark

Holiday Bazaar
Saturday the

13
November
th
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9amto
3pm

Faith
Development
VBS Recap
Food Truck Party - On a Roll with God was a
smashing success this year! We are so thankful to
all 24 of the kiddos who signed up to experience
VBS together! We learned that by God's hands we
are fed - in more ways than just eating! They
learned how to make communion bread, how to
spread blessings to other people and made
homeless kits for our community. Thank you to
Living Waters Lutheran for partnering with us again
and for all who donated supplies. We can't wait for
next year!

Camp Recap
10 - that's the number of kids that attended Camp
Wapo this summer! 10 kids that lives were changed by
experiencing outdoor ministry - some for the the very
first time! 10 kids that felt blessed and cared for by our
congregation by the survival kit that the social ministry
team made. 10 kids that all want to go again next year!
We can't thank you enough for all your support for
these kids and all they experienced at camp. This is just
one way we can help them grow in their faith!

Star Word monthly prompts
Do you remember your star word that you were given back in January? If you have forgotten or misplaced
your word - we can get you a new one to focus on for the rest of the year. We wanted to refresh your memory
of your star word with a recap of the prompts and to give you the rest of the prompts for the year. Keep your
star word in the front of your mind and prepare yourself for a new one come January.
June: Now that we’re halfway through, revisit the initial thoughts, impressions, and prayers you first had
with your star word. How have they changed? How have you grown?
July: How has your star word surprised you so far?
August: Who have you shared your star word with? What have your shared? Have they given you any
outside insight how you interact with your star word?
September: How could you use your star word and your journey with it to teach someone about faith?
October: Are there any actions, habits, etc. that you’ve decided need to fall by the wayside as you’ve
reflected on your star word?
November: How has your star word inspired thankfulness in you this year?
December: Reflect on your star word journey this year – where it’s taken you, what you’ve learned, etc.
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Faith
Development
Sunday School

Confirmation
Wednesdays 6:30-7:30pm
Parent meeting - September 14 - 6:00pm
First session - September 21

Sunday school can be one of the first steps in your
child’s faith journey. Faith is a lifelong journey and
we want to equip your children to activate their
faith at an early age. We’ll learn songs together
and engage the children in all aspects while
learning about the Bible story.

Our goal is to lay the foundation for a vibrant faith
in our youth. We do this by providing faith forming
experiences that equip, empower, and unleash
them for an ever deepening relationship with
Jesus Christ through worship, learning, service,
prayer, community, and life experiences.

Since the world around us continues to change,
we decided to try something new this year for
Sunday School… Once a month Sunday School!
It will always be on the first Sunday of the month
starting October 2nd (besides January which will
be held on Jan. 8th due to the holiday). It will still
be held during our Education/Fellowship time
starting at 10:45am.

In addition of the traditional
class, once a month we will
have GIFT nights (growing in
faith together). These nights
will be a wide variety of
events - service, team
building and so much more!
We look forward to all that is
to come with confirmation
this year! If you have any
questions please contact
Brad Carlson, Jenny or Pastor
Mollie.

Our theme this year is "Finding
Jesus Under the Sea"! The sea
contains many wondrous
sights created by God. All of
our lessons will take us under
seas so we can take a closer
look at what the sea can teach
us about God.
We still have some things to figure out, but we
are looking forward to trying something new –
this doesn’t mean that Sunday School will look
like this forever, but we won’t know until we try it.
If you have any questions, please reach out to
Jenny or Pastor Mollie.
If you are interested in helping with Sunday
School in any way - please reach out to Lis
Trouten or Jenny.

First Communion Class
Has your youth taken their first communion yet? If
not, we will be offering a class where they can come
and learn more about it from Pastor Mollie. This
class can be on Sunday mornings, or another day
that works best for you. We will then invite you and
your family to join us on Sunday October 9th where
they will receive their first communion during
worship. Please contact Pastor Mollie if you are
interested or want more information.
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Outreach
Ministries
Taste of Tanzania
November 13th
We are looking for individuals to sponsor a student
scholarship for up to 5 years.
Contact Anita Pouchnik at 763-434-7051 or
dollyspats@comcast.net for more information. A meeting of
interested sponsors will be arranged soon.
A pastor from Iringa, Tanzania will be visiting St Mark on
Sunday November 13 for morning worship. Join us for
worship and for fellowship hour.
Quilters are busy making a beautiful quilt to raffle at the
annual bazaar in November to raise funds for Tanzania.

Upcoming Red Cross
Blood Drive Dates
September 12
WEDNESDAY November 9
The blood drive in November has been
changed to Wednesday November 9th to
accommodate the election polling place here
on Tuesday 11/8.

Every two seconds, someone needs
blood. The need is so high right now,
find a time to donate. Sign up to
donate HERE.

Hope4Youth
Last year was the first year we partnered with Hope4Youth for our Adopt a family.
The items were greatly appreciated and helped several different families that are
experiencing homelessness. We will once again be partnering with them for
Christmas, so be on the look out for those come October/November.
There are other ways you can volunteer with Hope4Youth
HOPE4Youth is having a RUN/WALK event on Friday September 30th. Starts @ 6:15pm at Bunker Hills Golf
Course, Coon Rapids. You can help raise awareness and funds for Hope 4Youth’s mission of providing
pathways to end youth homelessness. Register and start fundraising. Join the fun

Quilters
Stitchin in the Dark is now meeting at 1pm on most Thursday afternoons. We are busy preparing items for
sale at the upcoming bazaar. This summer, we combined forces with the morning quilters to help an elderly
woman complete her beautiful quilt tops. We added batting and backing then tied the quilts to earn money
which we donated to the general fund and to the local food shelf. Join us in classroom A whenever you can.
All skill levels are welcome. Would you be interested in a class in quilting?
St Mark has had a quilters group for many years. The current quilters would like to collect and document this
history of creativity. Do you have pictures of a quilt you purchased or won at an annual bazaar or another
event? Please contact Anita Pouchnik at 763-434-7051 or dollyspats@comcast.net.
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Making Communion bread at VBS!

Looking Ahead

3rd Annual
Live Nativity

First Sunday in Advent is
November 27th!
Advent Wednesdays
Dinner & Activity at 6pm
November 30th and
December 7th and 14th

Christmas Day Worship
Hymn Sing at 9:30am

Sunday
December 11th
4-6pm at St. Mark
Christmas Eve - Saturday Dec. 24th
Worship at 4pm and 10pm
New Year's Day Worship
Breakfast & Worship at 9:30am

Pastor Mollie Dvorak
pastor@stmarkcp.org

1 North Road Circle Pines, MN 55014
763-784-2558
stmarkcp.org

Office Manager & Youth Director
Jenny Aleckson office@stmarkcp.org
Choir Director Donna Peterson
Housekeeper Sandy Geslin
Pianist

Dawn Christensen

