September 4, 2022

Thir eenth Sunday
aﬅer Pentecost

St. Mark Lutheran Church
One North Road
Circle Pines, MN 55014

Sunday September 4, 2022 | 9:30am
Thirteenth Sunday a er Pentecost
Called to contemplate the cost of discipleship, we might be helped by transla ng Paul’s request to
Philemon into our prayer of the day: Refresh my heart in Christ. Strengthened by the company and
forgiveness of Christ in holy communion and recalling God’s grace in remembrance of bap sm, we can
be strengthened in this hour to “choose life”—to choose life in God as our own.
PRELUDE
WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS
+CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS
L: Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God, who is eager to forgive and who loves us beyond our
days.
C Amen.
L: Dear friends, together let us acknowledge our failure to love this world as Jesus does. God of
mercy and forgiveness,
C: We confess that sin s ll has a hold on us. We have harmed your good crea on. We have failed
to do jus ce, love kindness, and walk humbly with you. Turn us in a new direc on. Show us the
path that leads to life. Be our refuge and strength on the journey, through Jesus Christ, our
redeemer and friend. Amen.
L: Beloved of God: your sins are forgiven ☩ and you are made whole. God points the way to new
life in Christ, who meets us on the road. Journey now in God’s abiding love through the power of
the Holy Spirit.
C: Amen.
+OPENING HYMN

“Li High the Cross”

ELW 660

+GREETING
L: The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with
you all.
C: And also with you.
+PRAYER OF THE DAY
L: Direct us, O Lord God, in all our doings with your con nual help, that in all our works, begun,
con nued, and ended in you, we may glorify your holy name; and ﬁnally, by your mercy, bring us
to everlas ng life, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.
C: Amen.
CHILDREN’S MESSAGE
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(+) indicates that the assembly stands as you are able.

FIRST READING
Deuteronomy 30:15-20
Moses speaks to the Israelites, who are about to enter the land promised to their ancestors. In this passage, he lays out the stark choice before them: choose life by loving and obeying the Lord; or choose
death by following other gods.
15
See, I have set before you today life and prosperity, death and adversity. 16If you obey the commandments of the Lord your God that I am commanding you today, by loving the Lord your God, walking in
his ways, and observing his commandments, decrees, and ordinances, then you shall live and become
numerous, and the Lord your God will bless you in the land that you are entering to possess. 17But if
your heart turns away and you do not hear, but are led astray to bow down to other gods and serve
them, 18I declare to you today that you shall perish; you shall not live long in the land that you are
crossing the Jordan to enter and possess. 19I call heaven and earth to witness against you today that I
have set before you life and death, blessings and curses. Choose life so that you and your descendants
may live, 20loving the Lord your God, obeying him, and holding fast to him; for that means life to you
and length of days, so that you may live in the land that the Lord swore to give to your ancestors, to
Abraham, to Isaac, and to Jacob.
L: The word of the Lord. C: Thanks be to God.
PSALM 1
Our Psalm today will be read responsively. The lectern side will read the regular print, the pulpit side
will read the italic print and all together on the bold.
1
Happy are they who have not walked in the counsel of the wicked, nor lingered in the way of sinners,
nor sat in the seats of the scornful!
2
Their delight is in the law of the Lord, and they meditate on God’s teaching day and night.
3
They are like trees planted by streams of water, bearing fruit in due season, with leaves that do not
wither; everything they do shall prosper.
4
It is not so with the wicked; they are like chaﬀ which the wind blows away.
5
Therefore the wicked shall not stand upright when judgment comes, nor the sinner in the council of the
righteous.
6
For the Lord knows the way of the righteous, but the way of the wicked shall be destroyed.
+HOLY GOSPEL
Luke 14:25-33
Jesus speaks frankly about the costs of discipleship. Those who follow him should know from the outset
that comple ng the course of discipleship will ﬁnally mean renouncing all other allegiances.
L: The Holy Gospel according to Luke. C: Glory to you O, Lord.
25
Now large crowds were traveling with [Jesus;] and he turned and said to them, 26“Whoever comes to
me and does not hate father and mother, wife and children, brothers and sisters, yes, and even life
itself, cannot be my disciple. 27Whoever does not carry the cross and follow me cannot be my disciple.
28
For which of you, intending to build a tower, does not ﬁrst sit down and es mate the cost, to see
whether he has enough to complete it? 29Otherwise, when he has laid a founda on and is not able to
ﬁnish, all who see it will begin to ridicule him, 30saying, ‘This fellow began to build and was not able to
ﬁnish.’ 31Or what king, going out to wage war against another king,
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(Con nued on next page)

will not sit down ﬁrst and consider whether he is able with ten thousand to oppose the one who comes
against him with twenty thousand? 32If he cannot, then, while the other is s ll far away, he sends a
delega on and asks for the terms of peace. 33So therefore, none of you can become my disciple if you
do not give up all your possessions.”
L: The Gospel of the Lord. C: Praise to you, O Christ.
SERMON
+HYMN OF THE DAY

Pastor Connie Tiede
“Lord Jesus, You Shall Be My Song”

ELW 808

+APOSTLES CREED
I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth.
I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the power of the Holy Spirit, born of the virgin Mary,
suﬀered under Pon us Pilate, was cruciﬁed, died, and was buried;
he descended to the dead. On the third day he rose again;
he ascended into heaven, and is seated at the right hand of the Father.
He will come again to judge the living and the dead.
I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic Church, the communion of saints, the
forgiveness of sins, the resurrec on of the body, and the life everlas ng. Amen.
+PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION
L: As sca ered grains of wheat are gathered together into one bread, so let us gather our prayers
for the church, those in need, and all of God’s good crea on.
A er each por on of the prayers: L: God of Grace, C: hear our prayer.
The prayers conclude:
L: Receive the prayers of your children, merciful God, and hold us forever in your steadfast love;
through Jesus Christ, our holy Wisdom.
C: Amen.

+PEACE
L: The peace of Christ be with you always. C: And also with you.
The congrega on may share a social distance sign of peace with one another.
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OFFERING
Ways to give to St. Mark
- You can mail or drop of your giving. There is a drop box outside the front door.
<----- Scan the QR Code with your phone camera to be taken to our giving page or visit our
church website (Stmarkcp.org), select ‘Give’ at the top of the page
-Download the ‘Vanco Mobile Faith Engagement’ app in your App Store and set up a one
me or recurring dona ons.
-Set up a one me or recurring dona on by tex ng that amount your wish to give: 763-296-0671
We have a generous God who provides for us richly. We honor God in return with our oﬀering.
Thank you for giving generously to St. Mark.
OFFERING PRAYER
L: Gracious God, in your great love you richly provide for our needs. Make of these gi s a banquet
of blessing, and make us ready to share with all in need; through Jesus Christ, who sets a table for
all.
C: Amen.
+GREAT THANKSGIVING
L: The Lord be with you.
C: And also with you.
L: Li up your hearts.
C: We li them to the Lord.
L: Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
C: It is right to give our thanks and praise.
+WORDS OF INSTITUTION
+LORD’S PRAYER
Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, your kingdom come, your will be done, on earth as
in heaven. Give us today our daily bread. Forgive us our sins as we forgive those who sin against
us. Save us from the me of trial and deliver us from evil. For the kingdom, the power, and the
glory are yours, now and forever. Amen.
+HOLY COMMUNION
The sacrament of Holy Communion is oﬀered as part of our worship this morning. You will be directed
forward to receive communion around the altar. If you feel more comfortable remaining in your seat, or
are not able to come up, communion will be brought to you. Children and adults not yet taking
communion may come forward for a blessing.
All are welcome to receive the bread and wine. Gluten free wafers and white grape juice (in the middle
of tray) are available.
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COMMUNION SONG

“This Is My Father’s World”

ELW 824

+POST COMMUNION BLESSING AND PRAYER
L: God of the abundant table, you have refreshed our hearts in this meal with bread for the journey.
Give us your grace on the road that we might serve our neighbors with joy; for the sake of Jesus
Christ, our Lord.
C: Amen.
+BENEDICTION
L: God, who gives life to all things and frees us from despair, bless you with truth and peace. And
may the holy Trinity, ☩ one God, guide you always in faith, hope, and love.
C: Amen.
+SENDING HYMN

“O God beyond All Praising”

ELW 880

+DISMISSAL
L: Go in peace, with Christ beside you.
C: Thanks be to God.
POSTLUDE

WORSHIP ASSISTANTS
Lector: Nancy Richter
Prayers: Don Lundholm
Ushers: Don and Anita Pouchnik
Greeters: Tech: Floyd Saunders
PRAYER AND CONCERN
Pastor Mollie and family, as she recovers from hip surgery.
Ed, Dawn, Elaine, Cindy, Richard, Robbin, Susan, Sherry, Sue, Kelly, Shannon, Leslie, Dave, Sandie, and
Mark.
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A
Welcome to worship at St. Mark and a special welcome to those visi ng with us today! Please join us
for fellowship following worship.
Fall Fes val
NEXT WEEKEND! A er worship on September 11th, we’ll have lunch available for $5, games, bouncy
house, wine and beer pull and new this year -Bingo! Bring your family, friends and neighbors - all are
welcome!
Wine and Beer Needed
Dona ons for beer and wine are s ll needed - please drop them oﬀ in the oﬃce by Thursday Sept. 8th.
Reds, Whites, light and dark beers are all welcome.
It Only Takes a Spark
Beginning at Fall Fes val, September 11th- there will be buckets labeled with all our ministries. You will
be encouraged to drop a ﬂame, with your name and contact info, in the ministry bucket you are eager
to help with this upcoming year! Yes you can drop your name into as many buckets as you’d like! There
is also an opportunity to give above and beyond your ﬁnancial giving. To help close our 2022 deﬁcit, a
few members have stepped forward to match any addi onal giving. There is a special line item on our
Giving Page and envelopes that have ﬂames on it. Please use one of those to donate ﬁnancially.
Fall Markings
The latest copy of the Markings was sent out earlier in the week. There are some copies in the narthex
if you’d like to take one home with you. If you’d like one mailed, please let Jenny know.
New Director of Music/Choir Director
It is with great joy that we announce, we have hired Dr. Mary Newton as our new Director of
Music/Choir Director! Mary’s ﬁrst day will be Monday September 12th and her ﬁrst Sunday playing will
be on September 18th. We hope you join us in welcoming her to the St. Mark community.
With a grateful heart…
Please join us in thanking Dawn Christensen for her me and talents as our pianist for the last several
months. She will be greatly missed as she winters down south. Join us on Sunday September 11th as
we celebrate her last Sunday with us.
Conﬁrma on Parent Mee ng - Wednesday Sept. 14th at 6pm
First Sunday School - October 2nd
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St. Mark Giving
July Income: $18,038
July Expenses: $19,787
General Fund Balance to Date: $ -6,861
Worship A endance
August 21: 148
August 14: 127
August 7: 161

S

M

Evangelical Lutheran Church

Growing Together in
God’s Love to Serve
Others
Oﬃce Phone:
763-784-2558
This week at St. Mark

Monday 9/5

Oﬃce Closed - Happy Labor day!

Tuesday 9/6

Oﬃce Hours: 10-3pm
Morning Quilters: 9:30am
Social Ministry Mee ng: 2pm

Wednesday 9/7

Oﬃce Hours: 10-3pm

Thursday 9/8

Oﬃce Hours: 10-3pm
S tchin in the Dark: 1pm

Friday 9/9

Oﬃce Closed

Saturday 9/10

AA: 10:30am
Fall Fes val Set up

Sunday 9/11

Worship: 9:30am
Fall Fes val: A er worship - 2pm

Copyright © 2019 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved. Reprinted by permission under Augsburg Fortress Liturgies Annual
License #SAS010009. New Revised Standard Version Bible, Copyright © 1989, Division of Christian Education of the National Council of the Churches of Christ in the United States of America. Used by permission. All rights reserved. Revised Common Lectionary, Copyright © 1992 Consultation on Common Texts, admin Augsburg Fortress. Used by permission.
CCLI License # 789849 CCLI Streaming License #20184835 One License Streaming #A-718529

8

Website:
StMarkCP.org

Directory
Pastor:
Mollie Dvorak
pastor@stmarkcp.org
Oﬃce Manager and
Youth Director:
Jenny Aleckson
oﬃce@stmarkcp.org
Housekeeper:
Sandy Geslin
Pianist:
Dawn Christensen
music@stmarkcp.org

