September 11, 2022

Four eenth Sunday
aﬅer Pentecost

St. Mark Lutheran Church
One North Road
Circle Pines, MN 55014

Sunday September 11, 2022 | 9:30am
Fourteenth Sunday a er Pentecost
The grumbling of the religious leaders in today’s gospel is actually our holy hope: This Jesus welcomes
sinners and eats with them. That our God seeks and saves the lost is not only a holy hope, it is our only
hope. As the writer of 1 Timothy reminds us, “The saying is sure and worthy of full acceptance, that
Christ Jesus came into the world to save sinners.” Thanks be to God.
PRELUDE
WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS
+CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS
L: Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God, who forgives all our sin, whose mercy endures forever.
C Amen.
L: Almighty God, to whom all hearts are open, all desires known, and from whom no secrets are
hid: cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspira on of your Holy Spirit, that we may perfectly
love you and worthily magnify your holy name, through Jesus Christ our Lord.
C Amen.
L: Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another.
Silence is kept for reﬂec on.
Most merciful God,
C: we confess that we are cap ve to sin and cannot free ourselves. We have sinned against you
in thought, word, and deed, by what we have done and by what we have le undone. We have
not loved you with our whole heart; we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves. For the sake
of your Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy on us. Forgive us, renew us, and lead us, so that we may
delight in your will and walk in your ways, to the glory of your holy name.
Amen.
L: God, who is rich in mercy, loved us even when we were dead in sin, and made us alive together
with Christ. By grace you have been saved. In the name of ☩ Jesus Christ, your sins are forgiven.
Almighty God strengthen you with power through the Holy Spirit, that Christ may live in your
hearts through faith.
C: Amen.
+OPENING HYMN

“Come, Thou Fount of Every Blessing”

ELW 807

+GREETING
L: The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with
you all.
C: And also with you.
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(+) indicates that the assembly stands as you are able.

+KYRIE
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+HYMN OF PRAISE
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+PRAYER OF THE DAY
L: Let us pray. O God, overﬂowing with mercy and compassion, you lead back to yourself all those
who go astray. Preserve your people in your loving care, that we may reject whatever is contrary to
you and may follow all things that sustain our life in your Son, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.
C: Amen.
CHILDREN’S MESSAGE
SPECIAL MUSIC

“Where Were You When the World Stopped Turning?”

Alan Jackson

FIRST READING
Exodus 32:7-14
While Moses is on Mount Sinai, the people grow restless and make a golden calf to worship. Today’s
reading shows Moses as the mediator between an angry God and a sinful people. Moses reminds God
that the Israelites are God’s own people, and boldly asks for mercy for them.
7
The Lord said to Moses, “Go down at once! Your people, whom you brought up out of the land of
Egypt, have acted perversely; 8they have been quick to turn aside from the way that I commanded
them; they have cast for themselves an image of a calf, and have worshiped it and sacriﬁced to it, and
said, ‘These are your gods, O Israel, who brought you up out of the land of Egypt!’ ” 9The Lord said to
Moses, “I have seen this people, how s ﬀ-necked they are. 10Now let me alone, so that my wrath may
burn hot against them and I may consume them; and of you I will make a great na on.” 11But Moses
implored the Lord his God, and said, “O Lord, why does your wrath burn hot against your people,
whom you brought out of the land of Egypt with great power and with a mighty hand? 12Why should
the Egyp ans say, ‘It was with evil intent that he brought them out to kill them in the mountains, and
to consume them from the face of the earth’? Turn from your ﬁerce wrath; change your mind and do
not bring disaster on your people. 13Remember Abraham, Isaac, and Israel, your servants, how you
swore to them by your own self, saying to them, ‘I will mul ply your descendants like the stars of
heaven, and all this land that I have promised I will give to your descendants, and they shall inherit it
forever.’ ” 14And the Lord changed his mind about the disaster that he planned to bring on his people.
L: The word of the Lord. C: Thanks be to God.
PSALM 51:1-10
Our Psalm today will be read responsively. The lectern side will read the regular print, the pulpit side
will read the italic print and all together on the bold.
1
Have mercy on me, O God, according to your steadfast love; in your great compassion blot out my
oﬀenses.
2
Wash me through and through from my wickedness, and cleanse me from my sin.
3
For I know my oﬀenses, and my sin is ever before me.
4
Against you only have I sinned and done what is evil in your sight; so you are jus ﬁed when you speak
and right in your judgment.
5
Indeed, I was born steeped in wickedness, a sinner from my mother’s womb.
6
Indeed, you delight in truth deep within me, and would have me know wisdom deep within.
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(Con nued on next page)
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Remove my sins with hyssop, and I shall be clean; wash me, and I shall be purer than snow.
Let me hear joy and gladness; that the body you have broken may rejoice.
9
Hide your face from my sins, and blot out all my wickedness.
10
Create in me a clean heart, O God, and renew a right spirit within me.
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SECOND READING
1 Timothy 1:12-17
The le ers to Timothy and Titus are called the pastoral epistles because they contain advice especially
intended for leaders in the church. Here the mercy shown to Paul, who once persecuted the church, is
cited as evidence that even the most unworthy may become witnesses to the grace of God.
12
I am grateful to Christ Jesus our Lord, who has strengthened me, because he judged me faithful and
appointed me to his service, 13even though I was formerly a blasphemer, a persecutor, and a man of
violence. But I received mercy because I had acted ignorantly in unbelief, 14and the grace of our Lord
overﬂowed for me with the faith and love that are in Christ Jesus. 15The saying is sure and worthy of
full acceptance, that Christ Jesus came into the world to save sinners—of whom I am the foremost.
16
But for that very reason I received mercy, so that in me, as the foremost, Jesus Christ might display
the utmost pa ence, making me an example to those who would come to believe in him for eternal
life. 17To the King of the ages, immortal, invisible, the only God, be honor and glory forever and ever.
Amen.
L: The word of the Lord. C: Thanks be to God.
+GOSPEL ACCLAMATION

+HOLY GOSPEL
Luke 15:1-10
Jesus tells two stories that suggest a curious connec on between the lost being found and sinners repen ng. God takes the ini a ve to ﬁnd sinners, each of whom is so precious to God that their recovery
brings joy in heaven.
L: The Holy Gospel according to Luke. C: Glory to you O, Lord.
1Now all the tax collectors and sinners were coming near to listen to [Jesus.] 2And the Pharisees and
the scribes were grumbling and saying, “This fellow welcomes sinners and eats with them.” 3So he told
them this parable: 4“Which one of you, having a hundred sheep and losing one of them, does not leave
the ninety-nine in the wilderness and go a er the one that is lost un l he ﬁnds it? 5When he has found
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it, he lays it on his shoulders and rejoices. 6And when he comes home, he calls together his friends
and neighbors, saying to them, ‘Rejoice with me, for I have found my sheep that was lost.’ 7Just so, I
tell you, there will be more joy in heaven over one sinner who repents than over ninety-nine righteous
persons who need no repentance. 8“Or what woman having ten silver coins, if she loses one of them,
does not light a lamp, sweep the house, and search carefully un l she ﬁnds it? 9When she has found
it, she calls together her friends and neighbors, saying, ‘Rejoice with me, for I have found the coin that
I had lost.’ 10Just so, I tell you, there is joy in the presence of the angels of God over one sinner who
repents.”
L: The Gospel of the Lord. C: Praise to you, O Christ.
SERMON
+HYMN OF THE DAY

Pastor Mary Margaret Kelly
“Amazing Grace, How Sweet the Sound”

ELW 779

+APOSTLES CREED
I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth.
I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the power of the Holy Spirit, born of the virgin Mary,
suﬀered under Pon us Pilate, was cruciﬁed, died, and was buried;
he descended to the dead. On the third day he rose again;
he ascended into heaven, and is seated at the right hand of the Father.
He will come again to judge the living and the dead.
I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic Church, the communion of saints, the
forgiveness of sins, the resurrec on of the body, and the life everlas ng. Amen.
+PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION
L: As sca ered grains of wheat are gathered together into one bread, so let us gather our prayers
for the church, those in need, and all of God’s good crea on.
A er each por on of the prayers: L: God of Grace, C: hear our prayer.
The prayers conclude:
L: Receive the prayers of your children, merciful God, and hold us forever in your steadfast love;
through Jesus Christ, our holy Wisdom.
C: Amen.

+PEACE
L: The peace of Christ be with you always. C: And also with you.
The congrega on may share a social distance sign of peace with one another.
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OFFERING
Ways to give to St. Mark
- You can mail or drop of your giving. There is a drop box outside the front door.
<----- Scan the QR Code with your phone camera to be taken to our giving page or visit our
church website (Stmarkcp.org), select ‘Give’ at the top of the page
-Download the ‘Vanco Mobile Faith Engagement’ app in your App Store and set up a one
me or recurring dona ons.
-Set up a one me or recurring dona on by tex ng that amount your wish to give: 763-296-0671
We have a generous God who provides for us richly. We honor God in return with our oﬀering.
Thank you for giving generously to St. Mark.
“Pass It On”

CCLI Song # 14284 - Kurt Kaiser - CCLI License # 789849

OFFERING PRAYER
L: Gracious God, in your great love you richly provide for our needs. Make of these gi s a banquet of
blessing, and make us ready to share with all in need; through Jesus Christ, who sets a table for all.
C: Amen.
8

+GREAT THANKSGIVING

L: It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, ……. And so, with all the choirs of angels, with the church on
earth and the hosts of heaven, we praise your name and join their unending hymn:
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+WORDS OF INSTITUTION
+LORD’S PRAYER
Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, your kingdom come, your will be done, on earth as
in heaven. Give us today our daily bread. Forgive us our sins as we forgive those who sin against
us. Save us from the me of trial and deliver us from evil. For the kingdom, the power, and the
glory are yours, now and forever. Amen.
+HOLY COMMUNION
The sacrament of Holy Communion is oﬀered as part of our worship this morning. You will be directed
forward to receive communion around the altar. If you feel more comfortable remaining in your seat, or
are not able to come up, communion will be brought to you. Children and adults not yet taking
communion may come forward for a blessing.
All are welcome to receive the bread and wine. Gluten free wafers and white grape juice (in the middle
of tray) are available.
COMMUNION SONG

“Lamb of God”

“Let Us Break Bread Together”
“One Bread, One Body”

ELW 471
ELW 496
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+POST COMMUNION BLESSING AND PRAYER
L: God of the abundant table, you have refreshed our hearts in this meal with bread for the journey.
Give us your grace on the road that we might serve our neighbors with joy; for the sake of Jesus
Christ, our Lord.
C: Amen.
+BENEDICTION
L: The Lord bless you and keep you. The Lord’s face shine on you with grace and mercy. The Lord
look upon you with favor and ☩ give you peace.
C: Amen.
+SENDING HYMN

“What a Fellowship, What a Joy Divine”

ELW 774

+DISMISSAL
L: Go in peace. Share the good news!
C: Thanks be to God.
POSTLUDE

WORSHIP ASSISTANTS
Lector: Tom Majkozak
Prayers: Dawn Grandstrand
Ushers: Linda Madsen and Tim Klinkhammer
Communion: Ann Kelling and Dawn Grandstrand
Greeters: Ginny Hestekind
Tech: Jenny Aleckson
PRAYER AND CONCERN
Pastor Mollie and family, as she recovers from hip surgery.
Paula and family as they grieve the death of her cousin, Sandie McCaﬀrey.
Pam, Denny, Ed, Elaine, Cindy, Richard, Robbin, Susan, Sherry, Sue, Shannon, Leslie, Dave, and Mark.

11

St. Mark Giving
July Income: $18,038
July Expenses: $19,787
General Fund Balance to Date: $ -6,861
Worship A endance
August 28: 125
August 21: 148
August 14: 127

S

M

Evangelical Lutheran Church

Growing Together in
God’s Love to Serve
Others
This week at St. Mark

Monday 9/12

Oﬃce Hours: 10-4pm
Blood Drive: 1-7pm
Finance Mee ng: 11:30am
Staﬀ Support Mee ng: 4pm

Tuesday 9/13

Oﬃce Hours: 10-4pm
Contempla ve Prac ces: 6:30pm

Wednesday 9/14

Oﬃce Hours: 12-5pm
Conﬁrma on Parent Mee ng: 6pm

Thursday 9/15

Oﬃce Hours: 10-3pm
Memorial Team Mee ng: 9:30am

Friday 9/16

Oﬃce Closed

Saturday 9/17

AA: 10:30am

Sunday 9/18

Worship: 9:30am
Fellowship: 10:45am

Oﬃce Phone:
763-784-2558
Website:
StMarkCP.org

Directory
Pastor:
Mollie Dvorak
pastor@stmarkcp.org
Oﬃce Manager and
Youth Director:
Jenny Aleckson
oﬃce@stmarkcp.org
Housekeeper:
Sandy Geslin
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Pianist:
Dawn Christensen
music@stmarkcp.org

