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Circle Pines, MN 55014

Sunday September 18, 2022 | 9:30am
Fi eenth Sunday a er Pentecost
As we are invited today to consider what it means to be managers (rather than owners) of all that we
have, it is crucial to recognize that we are bought with a price. “Christ Jesus, himself human, . . . gave
himself a ransom for all.” Apart from the generosity of God we have nothing—we are nothing. By
God’s gracious favor we have everything we need.
PRELUDE
WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS
+CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS
L: Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God, who forgives all our sin, whose mercy endures forever.
C Amen.
L: Dear friends, together let us acknowledge our failure to love this world as Jesus does.
Silence is kept for reﬂec on.
God of mercy and forgiveness,
C: we confess that sin s ll has a hold on us. We have harmed your good crea on. We have failed
to do jus ce, love kindness, and walk humbly with you. Turn us in a new direc on. Show us the
path that leads to life. Be our refuge and strength on the journey, through Jesus Christ, our
redeemer and friend. Amen.
L: Beloved of God: your sins are forgiven ☩ and you are made whole. God points the way to new
life in Christ, who meets us on the road. Journey now in God’s abiding love through the power of
the Holy Spirit.
C: Amen.
+OPENING HYMN

“Praise to the Lord, the Almighty”

ELW 858

+GREETING
L: The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with
you all.
C: And also with you.
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(+) indicates that the assembly stands as you are able.

+KYRIE
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+HYMN OF PRAISE
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+PRAYER OF THE DAY
L: Let us pray. God among us, we gather in the name of your Son to learn love for one another.
Keep our feet from evil paths. Turn our minds to your wisdom and our hearts to the grace revealed
in your Son, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.
C: Amen.
CHILDREN’S MESSAGE
FIRST READING
Amos 8:4-7
Amos was called by God to prophesy in the Northern Kingdom of Israel. Peace and prosperity in Israel
led to corrupt business prac ces and oppression of the poor. The prophet declares that God will not tolerate such a situa on.
4
Hear this, you that trample on the needy, and bring to ruin the poor of the land, 5saying, “When will
the new moon be over so that we may sell grain; and the sabbath, so that we may oﬀer wheat for sale?
We will make the ephah small and the shekel great, and prac ce deceit with false balances, 6buying the
poor for silver and the needy for a pair of sandals, and selling the sweepings of the wheat.” 7The Lord
has sworn by the pride of Jacob: Surely I will never forget any of their deeds.
L: The word of the Lord. C: Thanks be to God.
PSALM 113
Our Psalm today will be read responsively. The lectern side will read the regular print, the pulpit side
will read the italic print and all together on the bold.
1
Hallelujah! Give praise, you servants of the Lord; praise the name of the Lord.
2
Let the name of the Lord be blessed, from this me forth forevermore.
3
From the rising of the sun to its going down let the name of the Lord be praised.
4
The Lord is high above all na ons; God’s glory above the heavens.
5
Who is like the Lord our God, who sits enthroned on high,
6
but stoops to behold the heavens and the earth?
7
The Lord takes up the weak out of the dust and li s up the poor from the ashes,
8
enthroning them with the rulers, with the rulers of the people.
9
The Lord makes the woman of a childless house to be a joyful mother of children. Hallelujah!
SECOND READING
1 Timothy 2:1-7
The pastoral epistles oﬀer insight into how early Chris ans understood many prac cal ma ers, such as
church administra on and worship. The church’s focused prayer for others is an expression of the single-minded passion God has toward us in Jesus.
1
First of all, then, I urge that supplica ons, prayers, intercessions, and thanksgivings be made for everyone, 2for kings and all who are in high posi ons, so that we may lead a quiet and peaceable life in all
godliness and dignity. 3This is right and is acceptable in the sight of God our Savior, 4who desires everyone to be saved and to come to the knowledge of the truth. 5For there is one God; there is also one
mediator between God and humankind, Christ Jesus, himself human, 6who gave himself a ransom for
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(Con nued on next page)

all —this was a ested at the right me.7For this I was appointed a herald and an apostle (I am telling
the truth, I am not lying), a teacher of the Gen les in faith and truth.
L: The word of the Lord. C: Thanks be to God.
+GOSPEL ACCLAMATION

+HOLY GOSPEL
Luke 16:1-13
Jesus tells the curious story of a dishonest manager who cheats his employer and then is commended
by him for having acted so shrewdly. Jesus wonders why his own followers are less crea ve and diligent
in their stewardship given that they are managers of a far more valuable household.
L: The Holy Gospel according to Luke. C: Glory to you O, Lord.
1
Then Jesus said to the disciples, “There was a rich man who had a manager, and charges were brought
to him that this man was squandering his property. 2So he summoned him and said to him, ‘What is
this that I hear about you? Give me an accoun ng of your management, because you cannot be my
manager any longer.’ 3Then the manager said to himself, ‘What will I do, now that my master is taking
the posi on away from me? I am not strong enough to dig, and I am ashamed to beg. 4I have decided
what to do so that, when I am dismissed as manager, people may welcome me into their homes.’ 5So,
summoning his master’s debtors one by one, he asked the ﬁrst, ‘How much do you owe my master?’
6
He answered, ‘A hundred jugs of olive oil.’ He said to him, ‘Take your bill, sit down quickly, and make it
ﬁ y.’ 7Then he asked another, ‘And how much do you owe?’ He replied, ‘A hundred containers of
wheat.’ He said to him, ‘Take your bill and make it eighty.’ 8And his master commended the dishonest
manager because he had acted shrewdly; for the children of this age are more shrewd in dealing with
their own genera on than are the children of light. 9And I tell you, make friends for yourselves by
means of dishonest wealth so that when it is gone, they may welcome you into the eternal homes.
10
“Whoever is faithful in a very li le is faithful also in much; and whoever is dishonest in a very li le is
dishonest also in much. 11If then you have not been faithful with the dishonest wealth, who will entrust
to you the true riches? 12And if you have not been faithful with what belongs to another, who will give
you what is your own? 13No slave can serve two masters; for a slave will either hate the one and love
the other, or be devoted to the one and despise the other. You cannot serve God and wealth.”
L: The Gospel of the Lord. C: Praise to you, O Christ.
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SERMON
+HYMN OF THE DAY

Pastor Mollie Dvorak
“Son of God, Eternal Savior”

ELW 655

+APOSTLES CREED
I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth.
I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the power of the Holy Spirit, born of the virgin Mary,
suﬀered under Pon us Pilate, was cruciﬁed, died, and was buried;
he descended to the dead. On the third day he rose again;
he ascended into heaven, and is seated at the right hand of the Father.
He will come again to judge the living and the dead.
I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic Church, the communion of saints, the
forgiveness of sins, the resurrec on of the body, and the life everlas ng. Amen.
+PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION
L: As sca ered grains of wheat are gathered together into one bread, so let us gather our prayers
for the church, those in need, and all of God’s good crea on.
A er each por on of the prayers: L: God of Grace, C: hear our prayer.
The prayers conclude:
L: Gathered together in the sweet communion of the Holy Spirit, gracious God, we oﬀer these and
all our prayers to you; through Jesus Christ, our Savior.
C: Amen.
+PEACE
L: The peace of Christ be with you always. C: And also with you.
The congrega on may share a social distance sign of peace with one another.
OFFERING
Ways to give to St. Mark
- You can mail or drop of your giving. There is a drop box outside the front door.
<----- Scan the QR Code with your phone camera to be taken to our giving page or visit our
church website (Stmarkcp.org), select ‘Give’ at the top of the page
-Download the ‘Vanco Mobile Faith Engagement’ app in your App Store and set up a one
me or recurring dona ons.
-Set up a one me or recurring dona on by tex ng that amount your wish to give: 763-296-0671
We have a generous God who provides for us richly. We honor God in return with our oﬀering.
Thank you for giving generously to St. Mark.
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“Pass It On”

CCLI Song # 14284 - Kurt Kaiser - CCLI License # 789849

OFFERING PRAYER
L: Gracious God, in your great love you richly provide for our needs. Make of these gi s a banquet of
blessing, and make us ready to share with all in need; through Jesus Christ, who sets a table for all.
C: Amen.
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+GREAT THANKSGIVING

L: It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, ……. And so, with all the choirs of angels, with the church on
earth and the hosts of heaven, we praise your name and join their unending hymn:
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+WORDS OF INSTITUTION
+LORD’S PRAYER
Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, your kingdom come, your will be done, on earth as
in heaven. Give us today our daily bread. Forgive us our sins as we forgive those who sin against
us. Save us from the me of trial and deliver us from evil. For the kingdom, the power, and the
glory are yours, now and forever. Amen.
+HOLY COMMUNION
The sacrament of Holy Communion is oﬀered as part of our worship this morning. You will be directed
forward to receive communion around the altar. If you feel more comfortable remaining in your seat, or
are not able to come up, communion will be brought to you. Children and adults not yet taking
communion may come forward for a blessing.
All are welcome to receive the bread and wine. Gluten free wafers and white grape juice (in the middle
of tray) are available.
COMMUNION SONG

“Lamb of God”

COMMUNION SONGS
“Be Thou My Vision”
“Blessed Assurance”

ELW 793
ELW 638
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+POST COMMUNION BLESSING AND PRAYER
L: God of the abundant table, you have refreshed our hearts in this meal with bread for the journey.
Give us your grace on the road that we might serve our neighbors with joy; for the sake of Jesus
Christ, our Lord.
C: Amen.
+BENEDICTION

+SENDING HYMN

“Go With God”

“Sent Forth by God’s Blessings”

+DISMISSAL
L: Go in peace. Share the good news!
C: Thanks be to God.
POSTLUDE

WORSHIP ASSISTANTS
Lector: Charlie Gardner
Prayers: Kent Barnard
Ushers: Sandy Geslin and Kathie Pierce
Communion: Nancy Laux and Nancy Richter
Greeters: Joanne Hanson
Tech: Jenny Aleckson
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St. Mark Giving
August Income: $19, 653
August Expenses: $21,778
General Fund Balance to Date: $ -8,658
Worship A endance
September 4: 112
August 28: 125
August 21: 148
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Evangelical Lutheran Church

PRAYER AND CONCERN
Lis Trouten and family as they grieve the death of her son-in-law Sco ,
Pam, Denny, Ed, Elaine, Cindy, Richard, Robbin, Susan, Sherry, Sue, Leslie,
Dave, and Mark

Growing Together in
God’s Love to Serve
Others
Oﬃce Phone:
763-784-2558
Website:
StMarkCP.org

This week at St. Mark
Monday 9/19

Oﬃce Hours: 10-4pm
Men who love donuts: 9:30am
Women’s Bible study: 9:30am

Tuesday 9/20

Oﬃce Hours: 10-4pm
Morning Quilters: 9:30am
Council Mee ng: 6pm

Wednesday 9/21

Oﬃce Hours: 12-5pm
Aging Well, Sip and Learn: 10am
Conﬁrma on: 6:30pm
Choir Meet and Greet: 6:30pm

Thursday 9/22

Oﬃce Hours: 10-3pm
S tchin’ in the Dark: 1pm

Friday 9/23

Oﬃce Closed

Saturday 9/24

AA: 10:30am

Sunday 9/25

Worship: 9:30am
Fellowship: 10:45am

Directory
Pastor:
Mollie Dvorak
pastor@stmarkcp.org
Oﬃce Manager and
Youth Director:
Jenny Aleckson
oﬃce@stmarkcp.org
Director of Music/
Choir Director:
Dr. Mary Newton
music@stmarkcp.org
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Housekeeper:
Sandy Geslin

