October 23, 2022

Twentieth Sunday
aﬅer Pentecost
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St. Mark Lutheran Church
One North Road
Circle Pines, MN 55014

Welcome to worship at St. Mark and a special welcome to those visi ng with us today. Following
are some notes that may help you in your worship experience this day.
-Songs/Hymns can be found in either the ELW (Evangelical Lutheran Worship - cranberry hymnal) or
WOV (With One Voice - blue hymnal). Both can be found under your chair.
-Our oﬀering is an act of worship and privilege to return to God a por on of what He has given us. If
you are a guest, do not feel obligated to give. Feel free, however, to join us in this act of worship if
you are comfortable doing so. The oﬀerings given joyfully today are used for outreach to the greater
church and the ministries of St. Mark.
-Holy Communion is oﬀered during our service each Sunday. All are welcome to come to the table!
Gluten-free wafers are available upon request.
-Children of all ages are welcome to par cipate in worship at St. Mark. At bap sm, we welcome
li le ones into God’s family and the community of St. Mark. We believe young children have a
place in our community which includes worship. Children learn by seeing, hearing and experiencing
worship with adults who care about them. The “Pray & Play” area is available near the pulpit,
where child can engage in worship with tools meant just for them! We welcome the opportunity to
share with you in your child’s learning experience. If you feel the need to leave the Sanctuary
during the services, an unstaﬀed nursery with changing area is available.
-Please join us for fellowship a er our worship service!
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(+) indicates that the assembly stands as you are able.

Sunday October 23, 2022 | 9:30am
Twen eth Sunday a er Pentecost
Genuine repentance and preten ous piety stand in stark contrast in the gospel and all around us. All
crea on stands in need of God’s forgiveness. Keep the faith. God’s people shall be accounted righteous
for Jesus’ sake. Our God is merciful to sinners. For this we worship and glorify God forever.
PRELUDE
WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS
+CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS
L: Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God, who forgives all our sin, whose mercy endures forever.
C Amen.
L: Dear friends, together let us acknowledge our failure to love this world as Jesus does.
Silence is kept for reﬂec on.
God of mercy and forgiveness,
C: we confess that sin s ll has a hold on us. We have harmed your good crea on. We have failed
to do jus ce, love kindness, and walk humbly with you. Turn us in a new direc on. Show us the
path that leads to life. Be our refuge and strength on the journey, through Jesus Christ, our
redeemer and friend. Amen.
L: Beloved of God: your sins are forgiven ☩ and you are made whole. God points the way to new life
in Christ, who meets us on the road. Journey now in God’s abiding love through the power of the
Holy Spirit.
C: Amen.
+GATHERING SONG

“Morning Has Broken”

ELW 556

+GREETING
L: The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with
you all.
C: And also with you.
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+KYRIE
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+HYMN OF PRAISE
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+PRAYER OF THE DAY
L: Holy God, our righteous judge, daily your mercy surprises us with everlas ng forgiveness.
Strengthen our hope in you, and grant that all the peoples of the earth may ﬁnd their glory in you,
through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord
C: Amen.
CHILDREN’S MESSAGE
PSALM 84
Se ng by Tony Alonso from the Lyric Psalter
The soloist will sing the refrain the ﬁrst me and the congrega on will join in the second me. A er
each verse is sung, the congrega on will sing the refrain.

Refrain:

1 How lovely is your dwelling place, O Lord of hosts.
My soul is longing and yearning, longing and yearning for the courts of the Lord.
My heart and my ﬂesh cry out to the living God. Refrain
2 Blessed are they who dwell in your house, forever singing your praise.
Blessed the people whose strength is in you,
whose heart is set on pilgrim ways. Refrain
3 O Lord God of hosts, hear my prayer; give ear, O God of Jacob.
Turn your eyes, O God, our shield;
Look on the face of your anointed. Refrain
READING
2 Timothy 4:6-8, 16-18
The conclusion of this le er to a young minister oﬀers a ﬁnal perspec ve on life from one who faced
death. Though others let him down, Paul was sure of his faith in the Lord, who stood by him and lent
him strength.
6
As for me, I am already being poured out as a liba on, and the me of my departure has come. 7I have
fought the good ﬁght, I have ﬁnished the race, I have kept the faith. 8From now on there is reserved for
me the crown of righteousness, which the Lord, the righteous judge, will give me on that day, and not
only to me but also to all who have longed for his appearing.
6
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At my ﬁrst defense no one came to my support, but all deserted me. May it not be counted against
them! 17But the Lord stood by me and gave me strength, so that through me the message might be
fully proclaimed and all the Gen les might hear it. So I was rescued from the lion’s mouth. 18The Lord
will rescue me from every evil a ack and save me for his heavenly kingdom. To him be the glory forever and ever. Amen.
L: The word of the Lord. C: Thanks be to God.
+GOSPEL ACCLAMATION

+HOLY GOSPEL
Luke 18:9-14
The coming reign of God will involve unexpected reversals of fortune with judgment rooted in mercy.
Jesus tells a parable in which the one who humbles himself is exalted and the one who exalts his own
righteousness is humbled.
L: The Holy Gospel according to Luke. C: Glory to you O, Lord.
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[Jesus] also told this parable to some who trusted in themselves that they were righteous and regarded others with contempt:10“Two men went up to the temple to pray, one a Pharisee and the other a
tax collector. 11The Pharisee, standing by himself, was praying thus, ‘God, I thank you that I am not like
other people: thieves, rogues, adulterers, or even like this tax collector. 12I fast twice a week; I give a
tenth of all my income.’ 13But the tax collector, standing far oﬀ, would not even look up to heaven, but
was bea ng his breast and saying, ‘God, be merciful to me, a sinner!’ 14I tell you, this man went down
to his home jus ﬁed rather than the other; for all who exalt themselves will be humbled, but all who
humble themselves will be exalted.”
L: The Gospel of the Lord. C: Praise to you, O Christ.
SERMON
+HYMN OF THE DAY

Pastor Mollie Dvorak
“There’s a Wideness in God’s Mercy”

7

ELW 588

+APOSTLES CREED
I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth.
I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the power of the Holy Spirit, born of the virgin Mary,
suﬀered under Pon us Pilate, was cruciﬁed, died, and was buried;
he descended to the dead. On the third day he rose again;
he ascended into heaven, and is seated at the right hand of the Father.
He will come again to judge the living and the dead.
I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic Church, the communion of saints, the
forgiveness of sins, the resurrec on of the body, and the life everlas ng. Amen.
+PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION
L: In gra tude and humility, let us join together in prayer on behalf of all of God’s crea on.
A er each por on of the prayers: L: Hear us, O God, C: Your mercy is great.
The prayers conclude:
L: Gathered together in the sweet communion of the Holy Spirit, gracious God, we oﬀer these and all
our prayers to you; through Jesus Christ, our Savior.
C: Amen.

+PEACE
L: The peace of Christ be with you always. C: And also with you.
The congrega on may share a social distance sign of peace with one another.
OFFERING
Ways to give to St. Mark
- You can mail or drop of your giving. There is a drop box outside the front door.
<----- Scan the QR Code with your phone camera to be taken to our giving page or visit our
church website (Stmarkcp.org), select ‘Give’ at the top of the page
-Download the ‘Vanco Mobile Faith Engagement’ app in your App Store and set up a one
me or recurring dona ons. -Set up a one me or recurring dona on by tex ng that
amount your wish to give: 763-296-0671. We have a generous God who provides for us richly.
We honor God in return with our oﬀering. Thank you for giving generously to St. Mark.
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+OFFERTORY RESPONSE

“Let the Vineyards Be Frui ul”

ELW 184

+OFFERING PRAYER
L: Gracious God, in your great love you richly provide for our needs. Make of these gi s a banquet of
blessing, and make us ready to share with all in need; through Jesus Christ, who sets a table for all.
C: Amen.
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+GREAT THANKSGIVING

L: It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, ……. And so, with all the choirs of angels, with the church on
earth and the hosts of heaven, we praise your name and join their unending hymn:
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+WORDS OF INSTITUTION
+LORD’S PRAYER
Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, your kingdom come, your will be done, on earth as
in heaven. Give us today our daily bread. Forgive us our sins as we forgive those who sin against
us. Save us from the me of trial and deliver us from evil. For the kingdom, the power, and the
glory are yours, now and forever. Amen.
+HOLY COMMUNION
The sacrament of Holy Communion is oﬀered as part of our worship this morning. You will be directed
forward to receive communion around the altar. If you feel more comfortable remaining in your seat, or
are not able to come up, communion will be brought to you. Children and adults not yet taking
communion may come forward for a blessing.
All are welcome to receive the bread and wine. Gluten free wafers and white grape juice (in the middle
of tray) are available.
COMMUNION SONGS

“One Bread, One Body”
“Let Us Break Bread Together”

“Lamb of God”

ELW 496
ELW 471
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+POST COMMUNION BLESSING AND PRAYER
L: And now may the body and blood of our Lord and Savior, Jesus Christ, strengthen you, and keep
you in God’s grace, forever.
Let us pray. God of the abundant table, you have refreshed our hearts in this meal with bread for
the journey. Give us your grace on the road that we might serve our neighbors with joy; for the sake
of Jesus Christ, our Lord.
C: Amen.
+BENEDICTION
L: We have been called to serve the Lord with gladness. Go from this place knowing that God’s
blessings have been poured on you so that you may be a blessing to others. Share the good news of
God’s love and peace through word and deed. In the name of the Father, Son, and Holy Spirit.
C: Amen
+SENDING HYMN

“Let Streams of Living Jus ce”

+DISMISSAL
L: Go in peace. Share the good news!
C: Thanks be to God.
POSTLUDE

WORSHIP ASSISTANTS
Lector: Kirsten Ellingson
Prayers: Barb Saunders
Ushers: Don and Anita Pouchnik
Communion: Barb Saunders and Nancy Richter
Greeters: Mary and John Wilberg
Tech: Floyd Saunders
PRAYER AND CONCERN
Jim DuVal, Lori’s brother, in his new cancer diagnosis
Pam, Denny, Elaine, Cindy, Richard, Robbin, Susan, Sherry, Sue, Dave, and Mark
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ELW 710

ANNOUNCEMENTS
Fall Clean up Thank you
A BIG thanks to the following people who came out to clean up our church yard…Jim and Virginia, Wayne, Dennis
and Carolyn, Nancy R, Dave and Linda, Kent and the Boy Scout troop 692. We all worked hard and accomplished
much but there is always something that needs to be done at church and the list goes on and on. Looking to work
on a project, let me know. Thank you, Sandy Geslin
Be the Spark
An update on how our ‘Be the Spark’ campaign is going. We’ve brought in a total of $4,145 - which is above and
beyond our regular giving! And the best part - we are half way to our goal of $7,000! Thank you to each and everyone of you who has given so far, we are so grateful! As a reminder you have through the end of the year to give
towards this campaign - everything will be matched up to $7,000.
Financial Update
The ﬁnance team met this last week and wants to con nue to be transparent on all aspects. Here is September’s
informa on. If you have any ques ons, please reach out to the team.
September Income: $19,967
September Expenses: $24,444
General Fund Balance to date: $ -12,374
Expense Details

Non-Discre onary

Worship

$103

Resource
(Oﬃce supplies, copier, postage, adver sing & bank fees)

$390

Insurance Monthly Accrual

$767

Building
(mortgage, electricity, gas/water/sewer, sanita on & internet/phone)

$3,998

Payroll and Beneﬁts

$17,834

Faith Development
(Sunday School, Conﬁrma on, adult ed)

Discre onary

$739

$19

Support
(Con nuing ed, pastors discre onary, stewardship)

$481

Outreach
(St. Paul Area Synod Benevolence) On Hold

$114
$0

Holiday Bazaar
Mark your calendars for our Holiday Bazaar - Saturday November 12th from 9-3pm. We need YOUR help though.
There’s a sign up board in the narthex with areas that they need help with. Take a look and sign up if you can.
White elephant items can start to be dropped oﬀ on November 4th!
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St. Mark Giving
September Income: $19, 967
September Expenses: $24,444
General Fund Balance to Date: $ -12,374

S

Worship A endance
October 9: 142
October 2: 114
September 25: 160
September 18: 150

M

Growing Together in
God’s Love to Serve
Others

Next Sunday is Reforma on Sunday - Don’t forget to wear your red!

This week at St. Mark
Monday 10/24

Oﬃce Hours: 10-4pm

Tuesday 10/25

Oﬃce Hours: 10-4pm

Website:
StMarkCP.org

Wednesday 10/26 Oﬃce Hours: 12-5pm
Conﬁrma on: 6:30pm
Choir: 6:30pm
Thursday 10/27

Oﬃce Hours: 10-3pm
S tchin In the Dark: 1pm

Friday 10/28

Oﬃce Closed

Saturday 10/29

AA: 10:30am

Sunday 10/30

Reforma on Sunday
Worship: 9:30am
Fellowship: 10:45am

Oﬃce Phone:
763-784-2558

Directory
Pastor:
Mollie Dvorak
pastor@stmarkcp.org
Oﬃce Manager and
Youth Director:
Jenny Aleckson
oﬃce@stmarkcp.org
Director of Music/
Choir Director:
Dr. Mary Newton
music@stmarkcp.org
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Housekeeper:
Sandy Geslin

