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Welcome to worship at St. Mark and a special welcome to those visi ng with us today. Following 
are some notes that may help you in your worship experience this day.  
 
-Songs/Hymns can be found in either the ELW (Evangelical Lutheran Worship - cranberry hymnal) or 
WOV (With One Voice - blue hymnal). Both can be found under your chair.  
-Our offering is an act of worship and privilege to return to God a por on of what He has given us. If 
you are a guest, do not feel obligated to give. Feel free, however, to join us in this act of worship if 
you are comfortable doing so. The offerings given joyfully today are used for outreach to the greater 
church and the ministries of St. Mark.  
-Holy Communion is offered during our service each Sunday. All are welcome to come to the table! 
Gluten-free wafers are available upon request.  
-Children of all ages are welcome to par cipate in worship at St. Mark. At bap sm, we welcome 
li le ones into God’s family and the community of St. Mark. We believe young children have a 
place in our community which includes worship. Children learn by seeing, hearing and experiencing 
worship with adults who care about them. The “Pray & Play” area is available near the pulpit, 
where child can engage in worship with tools meant just for them! We welcome the opportunity to 
share with you in your child’s learning experience. If you feel the need to leave the Sanctuary        
during the services, an unstaffed nursery with changing area is available.  
-Please join us for fellowship a er our worship service! 

(+) indicates that the assembly stands as you are able. 
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 Sunday November 27, 2022 | 9:30am 
First Sunday of Advent 

 
The new church year begins with a wake-up call: Christ is coming soon! In today’s readings both Paul 
and Jesus challenge us to wake from sleep, for we know neither the day nor hour of the Lord’s coming. 
Isaiah proclaims the day when God will gather all people on the holy mountain and there will be no 
more war or suffering. Though we vigilantly watch for the promised day of salva on, we wait for what 
we already have: Christ comes among us this day as the word and meal that strengthens our faith in 
the promises of God.  
 
PRELUDE         
   
WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS  
 
+GATHERING SONG       “O Come, O Come, Emmanuel”                 ELW 257 v.1-2 
 
+INVOCATION 

L: Blessed be the Holy Trinity, one God, who comes to wake us from sleep, who leads us into the 
light of grace, 
C: AMEN.  

 
CANDLE LIGHTING            “Light One Candle to Watch for Messiah”     ELW 240 v.1 
 
+GREETING 

L: The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with 
you all. 
C: And also with you. 

 
+CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS  

L: In God’s house, everyone is welcome— those who seem like they have it all together, and those 
who feel like their world is falling apart. No ma er who we are, there’s room for us here. With that 
confidence, we turn to God in prayer, speaking the truth of our lives. Let us pray:  
 
L: God of today and God of tomorrow, you say, “Bring your full self. There’s room for you here.”  
C: But we say, “Our lives are too messy.”  
L: You say, “Bring your hopes and your dreams. There’s room for you here.”  
C: But we say, “It’s too risky to hope.”  
L: You say, “Bring your grief and your prayers. There’s room for you here.”  
C: But we say, “Some things are easier to forget.”  
L: God of today and God of tomorrow, we know in our hearts that there’s room for us here.  
 

(Con nued on next page) 
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C: Forgive us for withholding our full selves from you. Forgive us for giving only our Sunday best.  
L: Help us remember, today and tomorrow,  
C: There’s room for every story. Amen.  

 
WORDS OF FORGIVENESS 

L: Family of faith, We who feel sca ered are held together. We who have lost our way are forgiven 
and found. And we who are lonely are brought into the fold and are told, “There’s room for you 
here.” From genera on to genera on, this is the good news of the gospel. In Jesus Christ we are 
held, forgiven, found, and welcomed.  
C: Thanks be to God! Amen.  

 
+PRAYER OF THE DAY 

L: God of the ages, in scripture we hear stories of people like us— ordinary people, people who 
longed to know you, people who longed to follow you, people who made mistakes, people who 
tried to grow— old, young, na ve, immigrant, new to the faith, lifelong believer.  In scripture we 
hear stories of people like us, so just as you walked with them, help us to hear and remember all 
the ways that you walk with us. We are listening. We are grateful. We are yours. 
C: Amen.  
 

CHILDREN’S MESSAGE 
  
READING    Romans 13:11-14 
Paul compares the advent of Christ to the coming of dawn. We live our lives today in light of Christ’s 
coming in the future.  
11Besides this, you know what me it is, how it is now the moment for you to wake from sleep. For  
salva on is nearer to us now than when we became believers; 12the night is far gone, the day is near. 
Let us then lay aside the works of darkness and put on the armor of light; 13let us live honorably as in 
the day, not in reveling and drunkenness, not in debauchery and licen ousness, not in quarreling and 
jealousy. 14Instead, put on the Lord Jesus Christ, and make no provision for the flesh, to gra fy its     
desires.  

L: The word of the Lord.  C: Thanks be to God. 
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PSALM  122 
The soloist will sing the refrain the first me and the congrega on will join in the second me. A er 
each verse is sung, the congrega on will sing the refrain. 
 
 
          Refrain:  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
1 I rejoiced when they said to me, “Let us go to the house of the Lord.” And now our feet are  
        standing within your gates, O Jerusalem.   Refrain 
 
2 Jerusalem is built as a city bonded as one together. It is there that the tribes go up, the tribes of  
       the Lord.   Refrain 
 
3 As it is decreed for Israel, to give thanks to the name of the Lord. There were set the thrones for 
       judgment, the thrones of the house of David.   Refrain 
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+GOSPEL ACCLAMATION  “Emmanuel, Emmanuel” 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
+HOLY GOSPEL    Ma hew 1:1-17 

L: The Holy Gospel according to Ma hew. C: Glory to you O, Lord.  
1 An account of the genealogy of Jesus the Messiah, the son of David, the son of Abraham. 2 Abraham 
was the father of Isaac, and Isaac the father of Jacob, and Jacob the father of Judah and his brothers,  
3 and Judah the father of Perez and Zerah by Tamar, and Perez the father of Hezron, and Hezron the 
father of Aram, 4 and Aram the father of Aminadab, and Aminadab the father of Nahshon, and Na-
hshon the father of Salmon, 5 and Salmon the father of Boaz by Rahab, and Boaz the father of Obed by 
Ruth, and Obed the father of Jesse, 6 and Jesse the father of King David. And David was the father of 
Solomon by the wife of Uriah, 7 and Solomon the father of Rehoboam, and Rehoboam the father of 
Abijah, and Abijah the father of Asaph, 8 and Asaph the father of Jehoshaphat, and Jehoshaphat the 
father of Joram, and Joram the father of Uzziah, 9 and Uzziah the father of Jotham, and Jotham the fa-
ther of Ahaz, and Ahaz the father of Hezekiah, 10 and Hezekiah the father of Manasseh, and Manasseh 
the father of Amos, and Amos the father of Josiah, 11 and Josiah the father of Jechoniah and his broth-
ers, at the me of the deporta on to Babylon. 12 And a er the deporta on to Babylon: Jechoniah was 
the father of Salathiel, and Salathiel the father of Zerubbabel, 13 and Zerubbabel the father of Abiud, 
and Abiud the father of Eliakim, and Eliakim the father of Azor, 14 and Azor the father of Zadok, and Za-
dok the father of Achim, and Achim the father of Eliud, 15 and Eliud the father of Eleazar, and Eleazar 
the father of Ma han, and Ma han the father of Jacob, 16 and Jacob the father of Joseph the husband 
of Mary, who bore Jesus, who is called the Messiah. 17 So all the genera ons from Abraham to David 
are fourteen genera ons; and from David to the deporta on to Babylon, fourteen genera ons; and 
from the deporta on to Babylon to the Messiah, fourteen genera ons. 

L: The Gospel of the Lord. C: Praise to you, O Christ.  
 
SERMON                        Pastor Mollie Dvorak 
 
+HYMN OF THE DAY                     “Rejoice, Rejoice, Believers”           ELW 244 

1976 by C.A. Music. Used by permission CCLI #789849 
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+AFFIRMATION OF FAITH 
We believe in a God who promised to Abraham, who wrestled with Jacob, who walked with Ruth, who 
spoke with Moses, who grieved with Bathsheba, who danced with David, who dreamed with Joseph, 
and who hoped like Mary.  We believe in a God who has been loving, invi ng, transforming, and          
challenging us from genera on to genera on.  And we believe that same God is here with us now,     
saying, “Come on in; there’s room for you here. We now join together in proclaiming the words of the 
Apostles Creed.  
 
+APOSTLE’S CREED 
I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth. 
I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord,  
 who was conceived by the power of the Holy Spirit, born of the virgin Mary,  
 suffered under Pon us Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried;  
 he descended to the dead. On the third day he rose again;  
 he ascended into heaven, and is seated at the right hand of the Father.  
 He will come again to judge the living and the dead. 
I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic Church, the communion of saints, the                       
 forgiveness of sins, the resurrec on of the body, and the life everlas ng. Amen.   
 
+PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION 

L: As we prepare for the fullness of Christ’s presence, let us pray for a world that yearns for new 
hope. 
A er each por on of the prayers:  L: Lord, in your mercy,   C: Receive our prayer. 
 The prayers conclude: 
L: From Abraham to Mary, you made room for every story—and that love con nues to make room 
for us. Teach us to do the same for our neighbor so this world will know love. In Jesus name we pray, 
C: Amen. 
 

+PEACE 
L:  The peace of Christ be with you always.  C:  And also with you. 

The congrega on may share a sign of peace with one another. 
 

OFFERING           
Ways to give to St. Mark 

- You can mail or drop of your giving. There is a drop box outside the front door. 
<----- Scan the QR Code with your phone camera to be taken to our giving page or visit our 

church website (Stmarkcp.org), select ‘Give’ at the top of the page  
-Download the ‘Vanco Mobile Faith Engagement’ app in your App Store and set up a one 

me or recurring dona ons.  -Set up a one me or recurring dona on by tex ng that 
amount your wish to give: 763-296-0671. We have a generous God who provides for us richly.  

We honor God in return with our offering. Thank you for giving generously to St. Mark. 
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+OFFERTORY    “Let the Vineyards Be Frui ul”                        ELW 184 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

+OFFERING PRAYER  
L: Gracious God, in your great love you richly provide for our needs. Make of these gi s a banquet of 
blessing, and make us ready to share with all in need; through Jesus Christ, who sets a table for all. 
C: Amen. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



9 

 

+GREAT THANKSGIVING 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
L: It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, ……. And so, with all the choirs of angels, with the church on 
earth and the hosts of heaven, we praise your name and join their unending hymn: 
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+WORDS OF INSTITUTION 
 
+LORD’S PRAYER 

Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, your kingdom come, your will be done, on earth as 
in heaven. Give us today our daily bread. Forgive us our sins as we forgive those who sin against 
us.  Save us from the me of trial and deliver us from evil.  For the kingdom, the power, and the 
glory are yours, now and forever.  Amen. 
 

+HOLY COMMUNION 
The sacrament of Holy Communion is offered as part of our worship this morning. You will be directed 
forward to receive communion around the altar. If you feel more comfortable remaining in your seat, or 
are not able to come up, communion will be brought to you. Children and adults not yet taking               
communion may come forward for a blessing.  
All are welcome to receive the bread and wine. Gluten free wafers and white grape juice (in the middle 
of tray) are available.  
 
“Lamb of God” 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
COMMUNION SONGS 
 “Fling Wide the Door”  ELW 259 
 “The King Shall Come”  ELW 260 
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WORSHIP ASSISTANTS 
Lector: Nancy Richter 
Prayers: Tricia Niesche 
Ushers:  
Greeters: Virginia Major  
Communion:  
Tech: Eric Holland 
Worship Host: Don Pouchnik 
 
PRAYER AND CONCERN 
Family and friends of Ruth Strubel, as they grieve her death. 
Angela, Jim, Pam, Denny, Elaine, Cindy, Richard, Susan, Sherry, Sue, Dave, and Mark 
 

 

+POST COMMUNION BLESSING AND PRAYER 
L: Let us pray. God of the abundant table, you have refreshed our hearts in this meal with bread for 
the journey. Give us your grace on the road that we might serve our neighbors with joy; for the sake 
of Jesus Christ, our Lord. 
C: Amen. 

 
+BENEDICTION 

L: As you leave this place, may you go knowing that from genera on to genera on, we have been 
claimed and loved. From genera on to genera on, God has been by our side. From genera on to 
genera on, we are not alone. The God of yesterday and the God of tomorrow knows you by name, 
loves you, and calls you forth, saying, “Go be the person you are called to be, love wildly, do jus ce, 
and come back soon.”  
C: May it be so. Amen. 

     
+SENDING HYMN              “Hark, the Glad Sound!”           ELW 239 
  
+DISMISSAL 

L: Go in peace. Christ is near!  
C: Thanks be to God. 

 
POSTLUDE   
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ROOM 
Wri en by Rev. Sarah (Are) Speed 

 
I asked God— 

what about my 
fingernail-bi ng habit 

or the way I leave all the cabinets 
open in the kitchen? 

What about the way I can be drama c, 
drumming up a fight, only to 

hand out apologies like souvenirs? 
What about the way I second-guess myself, 

let shame drive, or stay quiet when I 
have something to say? 

What about the way I chase accomplishments 
like a dog with a bone? 

What about the doubt, or the fact 
that I’m terrible at prayer and 

cannot help but yawn during church? 
What about 
What about 

What about? 
My baggage might be too big for the van. 

 
But then 

God called me by my first and middle name, 
which always means business, 

and said: 
Who told you that you were too much? 

Sugar, there is so much room for you here. 
So that’s when I grabbed a seat 

and we hit the road 
and I knew right then 

that the rumors were true. 
There is room. 

There is room. There is room. 
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ANNOUNCEMENTS 
Mi en Tree 
The Mi en tree is up in the narthex! This year we will be bringing all the mi ens, scarfs, and hats to the 
Salva on Army the first week in December. They will hand out these items directly to the people in 
need. So get ready to decorate the tree and make it a great success!  
 
Adopt A Family 
HOPE4Youth has given us 3 different families to help out this year.  All of the kid’s tags have been taken 
from the li le tree in the narthex - thank you! Three young moms are looking for prac cal items to 
make their apartments a home for their children. Take a tag, sign your name, shop, return unwrapped 
gi s in a box labeled with the family ID# by Sunday, December 11.  
Social Ministry is also collec ng items on the “emergency needs” list.  Diapers of all sizes, hygiene prod-
ucts, grab and go foods, bath & hand  towels, black panther and paw patrol toys for kids, African Amer-
ican dolls & Barbies, gas cards, Target and Walmart gi  cards (note $ value on all gi  cards).  Winter 
clothes, socks, sweatshirts and sweatpants, especially larger sizes up to 4XL. Thank you! Contact Anita 
Pouchnik or Cheryl Collard with ques ons.  
 
Gas & Target Cards 
As we start to end the year, we are looking at what we have available and we are in need of gas and 
Target cards. If you are able, please pick up a few and drop them off in the office. Thank you! 
 
Advent Wednesday Dinners 
We’ll once again be doing Advent Wednesday Dinners along with an ac vity! Please join us from 5:45 - 
6:30pm star ng this Wednesday November 30th. The menu for this Wednesday is Chicken Pot Pies!   
 
Young Adult Check-In 
Remember this spring we celebrated 4 high school graduates and a college graduate?  It’s me to  
remind them that their St Mark family  is thinking of them as they study for their college exams.   
Purchase a gi  card from a popular restaurant, Target, or Walmart, indicate the intended student and 
amount, submit to office by December 11.  Social Ministry will mail the cards to reach them before 
Christmas break.  Contact Anita Pouchnik or Cheryl Collard with ques ons.  
 
Did Someone Say Lutefisk? 
Yep you read that right! Tickets are on sale NOW for St. Mark's first ever Lutefisk dinner! (Don't worry, 
there will be Swedish meatballs too). Mark your calendars for Saturday December 10th at 4:00pm.  
$25 for Adults. Kids 12 and under: free will offering at door. Tickets can be purchased on the church 
website or in the church office! 
 
Live Na vity 
Mark your calendars for our 3rd annual Live Na vity on December 11th from 4-6pm. There will be lots 
of animals again this year so get ready to experience the Na vity once again! 
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Growing Together in 
God’s Love to Serve 

Others 
 

Office Phone:  
763-784-2558 

 

Website: 
StMarkCP.org 

 
 

Directory 
 

Pastor:  
Mollie Dvorak 

pastor@stmarkcp.org 
 

Office Manager and 
Youth Director: 
Jenny Aleckson 

office@stmarkcp.org 
 

Director of Music/ 
Choir Director: 

Dr. Mary Newton 
music@stmarkcp.org 

 
Housekeeper: 
Sandy Geslin 

 

S  M  

This week at St. Mark 
Monday 11/28 Office Hours: 11-2pm 

Tuesday 11/29 Office Hours: 11-2pm 
Staff Mee ng: 1:30pm 

Wednesday 11/30 Office Hours: 11-2pm 
Advent Dinner: 5:45pm 
Lutefisk Dinner Mee ng: 5:45 
Confirma on: 6:30pm 
Choir: 6:30pm 

Thursday 12/1 Office Closed 
Early Childhood Screening 

Friday 12/2 Office Closed 

Saturday 12/3 AA: 10:30am 

Sunday 12/4 Advent Two - Worship: 9:30am 
Sunday School: 10:45am 
Fellowship: 10:45am 

St. Mark Giving 
October  Income: $20,105 
October Expenses: $25,394 
General Fund Balance to Date: $ -18,413 

Worship A endance    
November 13: 168 
November 6: 167 
October 30: 192 
October 23: 148 


