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Second Sunday  
of Advent 

St. Mark Lutheran Church 
One North Road 

Circle Pines, MN 55014 
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Welcome to worship at St. Mark and a special welcome to those visi ng with us today. Following 
are some notes that may help you in your worship experience this day.  
 
-Songs/Hymns can be found in either the ELW (Evangelical Lutheran Worship - cranberry hymnal) or 
WOV (With One Voice - blue hymnal). Both can be found under your chair.  
-Our offering is an act of worship and privilege to return to God a por on of what He has given us. If 
you are a guest, do not feel obligated to give. Feel free, however, to join us in this act of worship if 
you are comfortable doing so. The offerings given joyfully today are used for outreach to the greater 
church and the ministries of St. Mark.  
-Holy Communion is offered during our service each Sunday. All are welcome to come to the table! 
Gluten-free wafers are available upon request.  
-Children of all ages are welcome to par cipate in worship at St. Mark. At bap sm, we welcome 
li le ones into God’s family and the community of St. Mark. We believe young children have a 
place in our community which includes worship. Children learn by seeing, hearing and experiencing 
worship with adults who care about them. The “Pray & Play” area is available near the pulpit, 
where child can engage in worship with tools meant just for them! We welcome the opportunity to 
share with you in your child’s learning experience. If you feel the need to leave the Sanctuary        
during the services, an unstaffed nursery with changing area is available.  
-Please join us for fellowship a er our worship service! 

(+) indicates that the assembly stands as you are able. 
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 Sunday December 4, 2022 | 9:30am 
Second Sunday of Advent 

 
At the heart of our Advent prepara on stands John the Bap st, who calls us to repent and make a new 
beginning. As the darkness increases we turn toward the approaching light of Christ. For Chris ans he is 
the root of Jesse, the righteous judge who welcomes all, especially the poor and meek of the earth. We 
wait with hope for that day when the wolf will dwell with the lamb, and there will be no more hurt or 
destruc on. From the Lord’s table we are sent in the spirit of John the Bap st to proclaim that in Christ 
the kingdom of God has come near.  
 
PRELUDE         
   
WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS  
 
+GATHERING SONG       “O Come, O Come, Emmanuel”                 ELW 257 v.3-4 
 
+INVOCATION 

L: Blessed be the Holy Trinity, one God, who comes to wake us from sleep, who leads us into the 
light of grace, 
C: AMEN.  

 
CANDLE LIGHTING            “Light One Candle to Watch for Messiah”       ELW 240 v.2 
 
+GREETING 

L: The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with 
you all. 
C: And also with you. 

 
+CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS  

L: Fear can be a good thing. It can help us be a en ve while driving down the highway. It can 
alert us to possible accidents. It can mo vate us to do our best. However, fear can also be harmful. 
For so many of us, fear of the other, fear of failure, or fear of the unknown has led us to make    
sinful choices in our lives—choices such as building walls or tearing others down. Today, in         
confession, we ask for mercy and pray for guidance. As we confess, we come before an en rely 
merciful and loving God who says to us, “Do not be afraid.” Let us pray. Pa ent God;  
 

C: you know just how o en we make decisions from a place of fear rather than love. You know 
just how o en we allow fear to take the place of logic, fanning unhealthy fires in our lives. You 
know just how o en we tuck your words, “Do not be afraid” on dusty shelves and in the back of 
closets, stubbornly holding onto our own point of view. Forgive us for giving fear the                 
microphone. 

(Con nued on next page) 
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Silence the voices of scarcity, shame, and rejec on, which spark and feed so much of our fear, 
to recenter us in love. With hope we pray, amen. 

 
WORDS OF FORGIVENESS 

L: Family of faith, even when we forget God’s words, God does not forget us. Even when we lose 
our way, God does not lose us. Even when we fall short or make mistakes, God forgives and holds 
onto us. We are known, forgiven, and loved. 
C: Thanks be to God! Amen.  

 
+PRAYER OF THE DAY 

L: Holy God, whether it’s through angels or music, friendships or sermons, study or nature— 
when you speak, we long to hear it. In a world as chao c and broken as ours, we could use your 
words of hope and healing. With gra tude we pray, amen. 
C: Amen.  
 

CHILDREN’S MESSAGE 
 
SPECIAL MUSIC    “Shine On Us”          CCLI Song # 1754646  
  
READING    Isaiah 11:1-10 
Isaiah describes the coming of a future, ideal ruler who will renew David’s royal line (the stump of    
Jesse). Gi ed by the spirit of God, this ruler will reign with perfect jus ce. Enmity and danger will be 
restored to harmony and peaceful coexistence.  
Our reading will be read responsively. The lectern side will read the regular print and the pulpit side will 
read the bold print.  
 
1   A shoot shall come out from the stump of Jesse, and a branch shall grow out of his roots. 
2  The spirit of the Lord shall rest on him, the spirit of wisdom and understanding, the spirit of     
counsel and might, the spirit of knowledge and the fear of the Lord. 
3  His delight shall be in the fear of the Lord. He shall not judge by what his eyes see or decide by what              
his ears hear, 
4  but with righteousness he shall judge for the poor and decide with equity for the oppressed of the 
earth; he shall strike the earth with the rod of his mouth, and with the breath of his lips he shall kill 
the wicked. 
5 Righteousness shall be the belt around his waist and faithfulness the belt around his loins. 
6 The wolf shall live with the lamb; the leopard shall lie down with the kid; the calf and the lion will 
feed together, and a li le child shall lead them. 
7  The cow and the bear shall graze; their young shall lie down together; and the lion shall eat straw like 
the ox. 
8  The nursing child shall play over the hole of the asp, and the weaned child shall put its hand on the 
adder’s den. 
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9  They will not hurt or destroy on all my holy mountain for the earth will be full of the knowledge of the 
Lord  as the waters cover the sea. 
10 On that day the root of Jesse shall stand as a signal to the peoples; the na ons shall inquire of him, 
and his dwelling shall be glorious. 
 
+GOSPEL ACCLAMATION  “Emmanuel, Emmanuel” 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
+HOLY GOSPEL           Luke 1:26-38      

L: The Holy Gospel according to Luke. C: Glory to you O, Lord.  
26 In the sixth month the angel Gabriel was sent by God to a town in Galilee called Nazareth, 27 to a  
virgin engaged to a man whose name was Joseph, of the house of David. The virgin’s name was 
Mary. 28 And he came to her and said, “Gree ngs, favored one! The Lord is with you.” 29 But she was 
much perplexed by his words and pondered what sort of gree ng this might be. 30 The angel said to 
her, “Do not be afraid, Mary, for you have found favor with God. 31 And now, you will conceive in your 
womb and bear a son, and you will name him Jesus. 32 He will be great and will be called the Son of the 
Most High, and the Lord God will give to him the throne of his ancestor David. 33 He will reign over the 
house of Jacob forever, and of his kingdom there will be no end.” 34 Mary said to the angel, “How can 
this be, since I am a virgin?” 35 The angel said to her, “The Holy Spirit will come upon you, and the   
power of the Most High will overshadow you; therefore the child to be born will be holy; he will be 
called Son of God. 36 And now, your rela ve Elizabeth in her old age has also conceived a son, and this 
is the sixth month for her who was said to be barren. 37 For nothing will be impossible wit God.” 38 Then 
Mary said, “Here am I, the servant of the Lord; let it be with me according to your word.” Then the  
angel departed from her.  

L: The Gospel of the Lord. C: Praise to you, O Christ.  
 
SERMON                        Pastor Mollie Dvorak 
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+HYMN OF THE DAY                     “My Lord, What a Morning”            WOV 627 
  
+AFFIRMATION OF FAITH 
We believe in a God who knows our fears. We believe in a God who says, “Be not afraid.” We believe in 
a God who kicks off her shoes and wades into the muck of our lives with us. We believe in a God who 
s tches herself to our heels, and invites us to dance. We believe in a God who hemmed stars into the 
night sky so that we can find our way home, and who sends us friends with open doors, so we can find 
our way to love. We believe in a God who finds us in our fear and does not leave us alone. We give 
thanks to God for such love as we confess our faith together… 
 
+APOSTLE’S CREED 
I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth. 
I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord,  
 who was conceived by the power of the Holy Spirit, born of the virgin Mary,  
 suffered under Pon us Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried;  
 he descended to the dead. On the third day he rose again;  
 he ascended into heaven, and is seated at the right hand of the Father.  
 He will come again to judge the living and the dead. 
I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic Church, the communion of saints, the                       
 forgiveness of sins, the resurrec on of the body, and the life everlas ng. Amen.   
 
+PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION 

L: As we prepare for the fullness of Christ’s presence, let us pray for a world that yearns for new 
hope. 
A er each por on of the prayers:  L: Lord in your mercy,  C: Hear our prayer. 
 The prayers conclude: 
L: You whisper, “Be not afraid.” You promise to never leave our side. You call us “Beloved.” May that 
be enough for today. In Jesus name we pray,  
C: Amen. 
 

+PEACE 
L:  The peace of Christ be with you always.  C:  And also with you. 

The congrega on may share a sign of peace with one another. 
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OFFERING               “My Lord is Coming Soon” 
Ways to give to St. Mark 

- You can mail or drop of your giving. There is a drop box outside the front door. 
<----- Scan the QR Code with your phone camera to be taken to our giving page or visit our 

church website (Stmarkcp.org), select ‘Give’ at the top of the page  
-Download the ‘Vanco Mobile Faith Engagement’ app in your App Store and set up a one 

me or recurring dona ons.  -Set up a one me or recurring dona on by tex ng that 
amount your wish to give: 763-296-0671. We have a generous God who provides for us richly. We    

honor God in return with our offering. Thank you for giving generously to St. Mark.  
                          

+OFFERING PRAYER  
L: Gracious God, in your great love you richly provide for our needs. Make of these gi s a banquet of 
blessing, and make us ready to share with all in need; through Jesus Christ, who sets a table for all. 
C: Amen. 

 
+WORDS OF INSTITUTION 
 
+LORD’S PRAYER 

Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, your kingdom come, your will be done, on earth as 
in heaven. Give us today our daily bread. Forgive us our sins as we forgive those who sin against 
us.  Save us from the me of trial and deliver us from evil.  For the kingdom, the power, and the 
glory are yours, now and forever.  Amen. 
 

+HOLY COMMUNION 
The sacrament of Holy Communion is offered as part of our worship this morning. You will be directed 
forward to receive communion around the altar. If you feel more comfortable remaining in your seat, or 
are not able to come up, communion will be brought to you. Children and adults not yet taking               
communion may come forward for a blessing.  
All are welcome to receive the bread and wine. Gluten free wafers and white grape juice (in the middle 
of tray) are available.  
 
COMMUNION SONGS 
 “Mary Did You Know”   
 “Gather Us In”  ELW 532 
   
+POST COMMUNION BLESSING AND PRAYER 

L: Let us pray. God of the abundant table, you have refreshed our hearts in this meal with bread for 
the journey. Give us your grace on the road that we might serve our neighbors with joy; for the sake 
of Jesus Christ, our Lord. 
C: Amen. 
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+BENEDICTION 

L: As you leave this place, may you go knowing that from genera on to genera on, we have been 
claimed and loved. From genera on to genera on, God has been by our side. From genera on to 
genera on, we are not alone. The God of yesterday and the God of tomorrow knows you by name, 
loves you, and calls you forth, saying, “Go be the person you are called to be, love wildly, do jus ce, 
and come back soon.” 
C: May it be so. Amen. 

     
+SENDING HYMN              “Go Tell it on the Mountain”                            ELW 290
        
+DISMISSAL 

L: Go in peace. Christ is near!  
C: Thanks be to God. 

 
POSTLUDE    “Light of the Stable” 
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WORSHIP ASSISTANTS 
Lector: Susan Koosmann 
Prayers: Cheryl Collard 
Ushers: Barb and Floyd Saunders 
Greeters: Dennis Tollers 
Communion: Susan Koosmann, Kathie Pierce 
Tech: Eric Holland 
Worship Host: Don Pouchnik  
 
PRAYER AND CONCERN 
Family and friends of Ruth Strubel, as they celebrated her life this last week. 
Angela, Jim, Pam, Denny, Elaine, Cindy, Richard, Susan, Sherry, Sue, Dave, and Mark 
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LOVE COMES RUNNING 
Wri en by Rev. Sarah (Are) Speed 

 
I remember 

the first me I was afraid. 
I was a child. 

It was a nightmare. 
(You remember those pesky 

monsters under the bed.) 
I remember 

minutes felt like hours. 
I begged the sun to rise. 

(Fear always begs 
the sun to rise.) 

Eventually, 
a er minutes that felt like hours, 

I cried out. 
My dad came running. 

He sat at the edge of my bed. 
He said there is no reason to be afraid. 

He checked the closet and the floorboards. 
He rearranged my pillows. 

He said, “I can stay.” 
And that’s when I learned 
that when you are afraid, 

love always comes running. 
Love says, “I can stay.” 

That’s what God does for us. 
God sits at the edge of the bed. 

God checks the closet and the floorboards. 
God says, “Be not afraid.” 

God stays un l sunrise. 
Love always comes running. 
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ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 
New office manager 
Please take some me to come and meet our new office manager, Bailee Hynes! Bailee and her hus-
band Brian joined St. Mark a while back and recently welcomed their first child, Crew. She’ll be working 
part me, and we’ll con nue to have volunteers si ng at the main desk in the office. She’s been work-
ing alongside Jenny for the last week and soaking up all the informa on needed.  Her contact info will 
be the same: office@stmarkcp.org. Please join us in welcoming Bailee to the team!  
 
Did Someone Say Lutefisk? 
There’s s ll me to get your ckets to the dinner! Join us on December 10th at 4pm here at St. Mark 
for our first ever Lutefisk dinner! $25 for Adults. Kids 12 and under: free will offering at door. Tickets 
can be purchased on the church website or in the church office! 
 
Live Na vity 
Mark your calendars for our 3rd annual Live Na vity on December 11th from 4-6pm. There will be lots 
of animals again this year so get ready to experience the Na vity once again! 
 
Adopt A Family 
Three young moms from HOPE4Youth are looking for prac cal items to make their apartments a home 
for their children. Take a tag, sign your name, shop, return unwrapped gi s in a box labeled with the 
family ID# by Sunday, December 11. We’re also collec ng items on the “emergency needs” list. Stop by 
the table by the office to see the specific list. Thank you! Contact Anita Pouchnik or Cheryl Collard with 
ques ons.  
 
Gas & Target Cards 
As we start to end the year, we are looking at what we have available and we are in need of gas and 
Target cards. If you are able, please pick up a few and drop them off in the office. Thank you! 
 
Advent Wednesday Dinners 
We’ll once again be doing Advent Wednesday Dinners along with an ac vity! Please join us from 5:45 - 
6:30pm. The menu for this Wednesday is soups and breads!  
 
Young Adult Check-In 
Remember this spring we celebrated 4 high school graduates and a college graduate?  It’s me to  
remind them that their St Mark family  is thinking of them as they study for their college exams.   
Purchase a gi  card from a popular restaurant, Target, or Walmart, indicate the intended student and 
amount, submit to office by December 11.  Social Ministry will mail the cards to reach them before 
Christmas break.  Contact Anita Pouchnik or Cheryl Collard with ques ons.  
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Growing Together in 
God’s Love to Serve 

Others 
 

Office Phone:  
763-784-2558 

 

Website: 
StMarkCP.org 

 
 

Directory 
 

Pastor:  
Mollie Dvorak 

pastor@stmarkcp.org 
 

Office Manager:  
Bailee Hynes 

office@stmarkcp.org 
 

Director of Music/ 
Choir Director: 

Dr. Mary Newton 
music@stmarkcp.org 

 
Housekeeper: 
Sandy Geslin 

 

S  M  

This week at St. Mark 
Monday 12/5 Office Hours: 11-2pm 

Men who love donuts: 9:30am 

Tuesday 12/6 Office Hours: 11-2pm 
Morning Quilters: 9am 
Staff Mee ng: 1:30pm 
Social Ministry Mee ng: 2pm 

Wednesday 12/7 Office Hours: 11-2pm 
Advent Dinner: 5:45pm 
Confirma on: 6:30pm 
Choir: 6:30pm 

Thursday 12/8 Office Closed 
S tchin In the Dark: 1pm 

Friday 12/9 Office Closed 

Saturday 12/10 AA: 10:30am 
Lutefisk Dinner: 4pm 

Sunday 12/11 Advent Three - Worship: 9:30am 
Fellowship: 10:45am 
Live Na vity: 4-6pm 

St. Mark Giving 
October  Income: $20,105 
October Expenses: $25,394 
General Fund Balance to Date: $ -18,413 

Worship A endance    
November 20: 152 
November 13: 168 
November 6: 167 
October 30: 192 


