November 20, 2022

Christ the King
Sunday

St. Mark Lutheran Church
One North Road
Circle Pines, MN 55014

Welcome to worship at St. Mark and a special welcome to those visi ng with us today. Following
are some notes that may help you in your worship experience this day.
-Songs/Hymns can be found in either the ELW (Evangelical Lutheran Worship - cranberry hymnal) or
WOV (With One Voice - blue hymnal). Both can be found under your chair.
-Our oﬀering is an act of worship and privilege to return to God a por on of what He has given us. If
you are a guest, do not feel obligated to give. Feel free, however, to join us in this act of worship if
you are comfortable doing so. The oﬀerings given joyfully today are used for outreach to the greater
church and the ministries of St. Mark.
-Holy Communion is oﬀered during our service each Sunday. All are welcome to come to the table!
Gluten-free wafers are available upon request.
-Children of all ages are welcome to par cipate in worship at St. Mark. At bap sm, we welcome
li le ones into God’s family and the community of St. Mark. We believe young children have a
place in our community which includes worship. Children learn by seeing, hearing and experiencing
worship with adults who care about them. The “Pray & Play” area is available near the pulpit,
where child can engage in worship with tools meant just for them! We welcome the opportunity to
share with you in your child’s learning experience. If you feel the need to leave the Sanctuary
during the services, an unstaﬀed nursery with changing area is available.
-Please join us for fellowship a er our worship service!
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(+) indicates that the assembly stands as you are able.

Sunday November 20, 2022 | 9:30am
Christ the King Sunday
Jeremiah’s promise of the execu on of “jus ce and righteousness in the land” ﬁnds ironic fulﬁllment in
the execu on of Jesus of Nazareth, the King of the Jews. It appears u erly contradictory that a king
should be cruciﬁed with a criminal. This victory appears for all the world as humilia ng defeat. Yet
through the gate of death Jesus opens the door to paradise.
PRELUDE
WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS
+CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS
L: Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God, who redeems us in Christ Jesus, whose steadfast love
endures forever.
C: Amen.
L: Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another.
Silence is kept for reﬂec on.
Most merciful God,
C: we confess that we have sinned against you and our neighbors. We have ignored voices that
call for your jus ce. We have neglected ac ons that witness to your righteousness. We have spoken and acted in ways that disrupt your beloved community. We truly repent of things we have
done and le undone. For the sake of Jesus Christ, have mercy on us. Restore our troubled spirits,
so that we may live in newness, follow the way of the Spirit, and build up the body of Christ.
Amen.
L: Rejoice and be glad! God hears the prayers of all who cry out, and restores us to life through the
death and resurrec on of Jesus Christ. Therefore, I declare to you the forgiveness of all your sins,
in the name of the Father, and of the ☩ Son, and of the Holy Spirit.
C: Amen.

+GATHERING SONG

“Crown Him with Many Crowns”

ELW 855

+GREETING
L: The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with
you all.
C: And also with you.
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+KYRIE
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+HYMN OF PRAISE
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+PRAYER OF THE DAY
L: O God, our true life, to serve you is freedom, and to know you is unending joy. We worship you,
we glorify you, we give thanks to you for your great glory. Abide with us, reign in us, and make this
world into a ﬁt habita on for your divine majesty, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, who
lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever
C: Amen.
CHILDREN’S MESSAGE

PSALM 46
The soloist will sing the refrain the ﬁrst me and the congrega on will join in the second me. A er
each verse is sung, the congrega on will sing the refrain.
Refrain:

1

God is our refuge and strength,
a very present help in trouble.
Therefore we will not fear, though the earth be moved,
and though the mountains shake in the depths of the sea;
though its waters rage and foam,
and though the mountains tremble with its tumult.
There is a river whose streams make glad the city of God,
the holy habita on of the Most High.
Refrain
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God is in the midst of the city; it shall not be shaken;
God shall help it at the break of day.
The na ons rage, and the kingdoms shake;
God speaks, and the earth melts away.
Refrain
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The Lord of hosts is with us;
the God of Jacob is our stronghold.
Come now, regard the works of the Lord,
what desola ons God has brought upon the earth;
behold the one who makes war to cease in all the world;
who breaks the bow, and sha ers the spear, and burns the shields with ﬁre.
“Be s ll, then, and know that I am God;
I will be exalted among the na ons; I will be exalted in the earth.”
The Lord of hosts is with us;
the God of Jacob is our stronghold.
Refrain
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READING
Jeremiah 23:1-6
Today’s reading builds on the common, ancient Near Eastern metaphor of the king as shepherd. Judah’s
unjust rulers have caused their people, their “ﬂock,” to be sca ered. Nevertheless, God will raise up a
new and righteous shepherd who will rule a restored Judah.
1
Woe to the shepherds who destroy and sca er the sheep of my pasture! says the Lord. 2Therefore
thus says the Lord, the God of Israel, concerning the shepherds who shepherd my people: It is you who
have sca ered my ﬂock, and have driven them away, and you have not a ended to them. So I will
a end to you for your evil doings, says the Lord. 3Then I myself will gather the remnant of my ﬂock out
of all the lands where I have driven them, and I will bring them back to their fold, and they shall be
frui ul and mul ply. 4I will raise up shepherds over them who will shepherd them, and they shall not
fear any longer, or be dismayed, nor shall any be missing, says the Lord. 5The days are surely coming,
says the Lord, when I will raise up for David a righteous Branch, and he shall reign as king and deal
wisely, and shall execute jus ce and righteousness in the land. 6In his days Judah will be saved and Israel will live in safety. And this is the name by which he will be called: “The Lord is our righteousness.”
L: The word of the Lord. C: Thanks be to God.
+GOSPEL ACCLAMATION

+HOLY GOSPEL

Luke 23:33-43

Amid scoﬃng and slander from those who sarcas cally call him Messiah and king, Jesus reveals that to be Messiah and king is to give one’s life for others. Here he uses his power to welcome a despised sinner to paradise but
puts his own death into God’s hands.

L: The Holy Gospel according to Luke. C: Glory to you O, Lord.
When they came to the place that is called The Skull, they cruciﬁed Jesus there with the criminals,
one on his right and one on his le . 34Then Jesus said, “Father, forgive them; for they do not know
what they are doing.” And they cast lots to divide his clothing. 35And the people stood by, watching;
but the leaders scoﬀed at him, saying, “He saved others; let him save himself if he is the Messiah of
God, his chosen one!” 36The soldiers also mocked him, coming up and oﬀering him sour wine, 37and
saying, “If you are the King of the Jews, save yourself!” 38There was also an inscrip on over him, “This is
the King of the Jews.” 39One of the criminals who were hanged there kept deriding him and saying,
“Are you not the Messiah? Save yourself and us!”
33
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(Con nued on next page)

40

But the other rebuked him, saying, “Do you not fear God, since you are under the same sentence of
condemna on? 41And we indeed have been condemned justly, for we are ge ng what we deserve for
our deeds, but this man has done nothing wrong.” 42Then he said, “Jesus, remember me when you
come into your kingdom.” 43He replied, “Truly I tell you, today you will be with me in Paradise.”
L: The Gospel of the Lord. C: Praise to you, O Christ.
SERMON
+HYMN OF THE DAY

Pastor Jiskaka Lwila
“Beau ful Savior”

ELW 838

+CREED
“A New Creed” United Church of Canada, 1968
We are not alone, We live in God’s world. We believe in God: Who has created and is crea ng, Who
has come in Jesus, The word made ﬂesh, to reconcile and make new, who works in us and others by
the Spirit. We trust in God.
We are all called to be the Church; To celebrate God’s presence, To live with respect in Crea on, To
love and serve others, To seek jus ce and resist evil, To proclaim Jesus, cruciﬁed and risen, Our judge
and our hope. In life, in death, in life beyond death, God is with us. We are not alone. Thanks be to
God.
+PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION
L: United with your saints across me and place, we pray for our shared world.
A er each por on of the prayers: L: Lord, in your mercy, C: Receive our prayer.
The prayers conclude:
L: Gathered together in the sweet communion of the Holy Spirit, gracious God, we oﬀer these and all
our prayers to you; through Jesus Christ, our Savior.
C: Amen.
+PEACE
L: The peace of Christ be with you always. C: And also with you.
The congrega on may share a sign of peace with one another.
OFFERING
Amy Chris e
Ways to give to St. Mark
- You can mail or drop of your giving. There is a drop box outside the front door.
<----- Scan the QR Code with your phone camera to be taken to our giving page or visit our
church website (Stmarkcp.org), select ‘Give’ at the top of the page
-Download the ‘Vanco Mobile Faith Engagement’ app in your App Store and set up a one
me or recurring dona ons. -Set up a one me or recurring dona on by tex ng that
amount your wish to give: 763-296-0671. We have a generous God who provides for us richly.
We honor God in return with our oﬀering. Thank you for giving generously to St. Mark.
8

+OFFERTORY

+OFFERING PRAYER
L: Gracious God, in your great love you richly provide for our needs. Make of these gi s a banquet
of blessing, and make us ready to share with all in need; through Jesus Christ, who sets a table for
all. C: Amen.
+GREAT THANKSGIVING
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L: It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, ……. And so, with all the choirs of angels, with the church on
earth and the hosts of heaven, we praise your name and join their unending hymn:

+WORDS OF INSTITUTION
+LORD’S PRAYER
Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, your kingdom come, your will be done, on earth as
in heaven. Give us today our daily bread. Forgive us our sins as we forgive those who sin against
us. Save us from the me of trial and deliver us from evil. For the kingdom, the power, and the
glory are yours, now and forever. Amen.
+HOLY COMMUNION
The sacrament of Holy Communion is oﬀered as part of our worship this morning. You will be directed
forward to receive communion around the altar. If you feel more comfortable remaining in your seat, or
are not able to come up, communion will be brought to you. Children and adults not yet taking
communion may come forward for a blessing.
All are welcome to receive the bread and wine. Gluten free wafers and white grape juice (in the middle
of tray) are available.

10

“Lamb of God”

COMMUNION SONGS
“Jesus Remember Me”
“You Sa sfy the Hungry Heart”

ELW 616
ELW 484

+POST COMMUNION BLESSING AND PRAYER
L: Let us pray. God of the abundant table, you have refreshed our hearts in this meal with bread for
the journey. Give us your grace on the road that we might serve our neighbors with joy; for the sake
of Jesus Christ, our Lord.
C: Amen.
FAREWELL TO JENNY
+BLESSING
L: We have been called to serve the Lord with gladness. Go from this place knowing that God’s
blessings have been poured on you so that you may be a blessing to others. Share the good news of
God’s love and peace through word and deed. In the name of the Father, Son, and Holy Spirit.
C: Amen
+SENDING HYMN

“All Hail the Power of Jesus Name”
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ELW 634 v.1-4

+DISMISSAL
L: Go in peace. Share the good news!
C: We will! Thanks be to God.
POSTLUDE

WORSHIP ASSISTANTS
Lector: Tom Majkozak
Prayers: Brenda Weaver
Ushers: Dennis Tollers and Don Pouchnik
Greeters: Brenda Weaver
Tech: Floyd Saunders
Worship Host: Don Pouchnik
PRAYER AND CONCERN
Family and friends of Ruth Strubel, as they grieve her death.
Angela, Jim, Pam, Denny, Elaine, Cindy, Richard, Susan, Sherry, Sue, Dave, and Mark
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ANNOUNCEMENTS
A big welcome to our guests today, Pastor Lwila and Pastor Mgeyekwa! We are so grateful that you’re
here to worship with us. A er worship, if you’re able, please s ck around to help us decorate for advent as well. There’ll s ll be me to visit with our guests and have cake to say farewell to Jenny.
Mi en Tree
The Mi en tree is up in the narthex! This year we will be bringing all the mi ens, scarfs, and hats to the
Salva on Army the ﬁrst week in December. They will hand out these items directly to the people in
need. So get ready to decorate the tree and make it a great success!
Adopt A Family
We should be receiving a wish list for 5 families (10 people) in a week or two from HOPE4Youth soon.
Watch for the li le tree with tags, shop, return unwrapped gi s in a box by Sunday December 11th. A
list will be provided of emergency items we’ll collect as well.
Gas Cards
As we start to end the year, we are looking at what we have available and we are in need of gas cards.
If you are able, please pick up a few and drop them oﬀ in the oﬃce. Thank you in advance!
Advent Wednesday Dinners
We’ll once again be doing Advent Wednesday Dinners along with an ac vity! Please join us from 5:45 6:30pm star ng November 30th. This is a great opportunity for you to spend some quality me with
your church family as the Christmas season begins.
Did Someone Say Luteﬁsk?
Yep you read that right! Tickets are on sale NOW for St. Mark's ﬁrst ever Luteﬁsk dinner! (Don't worry,
there will be Swedish meatballs too). Mark your calendars for Saturday December 10th at 4:00pm.
Other items on the menu: potatoes, green beans, lefse, and rice pudding! Can't forget the cream sauce
and bu er! Join in one of the Lutheran Church's long standing holiday tradi ons!
$25 for Adults. Kids 12 and under: free will oﬀering at door. Tickets can be purchased on the church
website or in the church oﬃce!
Live Na vity
Mark your calendars for our 3rd annual Live Na vity on December 11th from 4-6pm. There will be lots
of animals again this year so get ready to experience the Na vity once again!
Calling all singers!
Do you sing in the shower? Do you sing in your car? Then we want you to join our adult choir for Advent and Christmas Eve! We will sing 2 Sundays in Advent and at the 10:00 Christmas Eve service. If you
can only sing for Advent or can only sing for Christmas Eve, not a problem. Please contact Dr. Mary for
more informa on. Rehearsals are every Wednesday night from 6:30-7:45. Everyone is welcome!
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St. Mark Giving
September Income: $19, 967
September Expenses: $24,444
General Fund Balance to Date: $ -12,374

S

Worship A endance
November 6: 167
October 30: 192
October 23: 148
October 16: 190

M

Growing Together in
God’s Love to Serve
Others
Oﬃce Phone:
763-784-2558

This week at St. Mark
Monday 11/21

Oﬃce Hours: 11-2pm
Men who love donuts: 9:30am
Women’s Bible study: 9:30am
Staﬀ Support Mee ng: 4pm

Tuesday 11/22

Oﬃce Hours: 11-2pm
Staﬀ Mee ng: 1:30pm

Wednesday 11/23

Oﬃce Hours: 11-2pm
No Conﬁrma on
Choir: 6:30pm

Thursday 11/24

Oﬃce Closed
Happy Thanksgiving! Gobble Gobble!

Friday 11/25

Oﬃce Closed

Saturday 11/26

AA: 10:30am

Sunday 11/27

Advent One - Worship: 9:30am
Fellowship: 10:45am

Website:
StMarkCP.org

Directory
Pastor:
Mollie Dvorak
pastor@stmarkcp.org
Oﬃce Manager and
Youth Director:
Jenny Aleckson
oﬃce@stmarkcp.org
Director of Music/
Choir Director:
Dr. Mary Newton
music@stmarkcp.org
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Housekeeper:
Sandy Geslin

