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Welcome to worship at St. Mark Lutheran Church. We'd also like to extend a special welcome to  
visitors today. The following notes may help you in your worship experience. 
 
Songs/Hymns can be found in either the Evangelical Lutheran Worship (ELW) cranberry-colored 
hymnal or With One Voice (WOV) blue hymnal. Both can be found under your chair. 
 
Offering is an act of worship and a privilege to return to God a por on of what he has given us. If you 
are a guest, do not feel obligated to give, but if you are comfortable par cipa ng, please join us in 
this act of worship. Offerings given joyfully today are used for outreach to the greater church and 
ministries of St. Mark. 
 
Holy Communion is offered during our service each Sunday. All are welcome at the table! Gluten-free 
wafers and non-alcoholic juice are available on request. 
 
Children of all ages are welcome to par cipate in worship at St. Mark. At bap sm, we welcome li le 
ones into God’s family and the community of St. Mark. We believe young children have a place in our 
community that includes worship. Children learn by seeing, hearing and experiencing worship with 
adults who care about them. 
 
The Pray and Play area is available on the le  side of the sanctuary where children can engage in 
worship with tools meant just for them. We welcome the opportunity to share in your child’s learning 
experience. 
 
Nursery: If you feel the need to leave the sanctuary during the service, an unstaffed nursery with a 
changing area and child’s bathroom is available. 
 
Please join us for coffee and fellowship a er our worship service. Thank you for joining us today! 

(+) indicates that the assembly stands as you are able. 
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Ash Wednesday 
February 22, 2023 | 12:00pm and 7:00pm 

 
PRELUDE                            
 
MEDITATION ON ASH WEDNESDAY 
On Ash Wednesday we begin our forty-day journey toward Easter with a day of fas ng and                
repentance.  Marking our foreheads with dust, we acknowledge that we die and return to the earth. At 
the same me,  the dust traces the life-giving cross indelibly marked on our foreheads at bap sm. While 
we journey  through Lent to return to God, we have already been reconciled to God through Christ. We 
humbly pray  for God to make our hearts clean while we rejoice that “now is the day of salva on.”    
Returning to our  bap smal call, we more inten onally bear the fruits of mercy and jus ce in the world.  
 
+OPENING HYMN      “O Lord, throughout These Forty Days”            ELW 319 
 
+OPENING LITURGY 

L: Blessed be the holy Trinity, one God, who brings out of cap vity into freedom, out of the        
wilderness into the promised land, out of death into life.  
C: Amen. 

 
+PRAYER OF CONFESSION 

L: God of the depths, searcher of hearts, you know the tumult of our lives—  
C: a busyness that bruises those nearest,  
L: a loneliness that claws at the soul,  
C: a fearfulness that leads to distrust and cynicism.  
L: You know our longing for a more centered life—  
C: me for reflec on in prayer;  
L: gracious, unhurried mes with friends and family;  
C: renewing rest and exercise;  
L: growing moments to deepen our faith and witness.  
C: God of our days and our wishes, lead us into this holy me of Lent so we can let go of that  
which pulls us from your path.  
L: Give us the courage to persist in prayer, excel in kindness and walk gently on the earth.  
C: Heal the wounds we carry, forgive the errors we commit and lead us to new life.  

 
SCRIPTURE READING          Joel 2:12-13 
12Yet even now, says the Lord, return to me with all your heart, with fas ng, with weeping, and with 
mourning; 13rend your hearts and not your clothing. Return to the Lord, your God, for he is gracious 
and merciful, slow to anger, and abounding in steadfast love, and relents from punishing. 

L: The word of the Lord. C: Thanks be to God.  
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PSALM 51: 10-12, 15-17     Noon - Spoken, 7pm - Sung          Carl Schalk 
Noon - Read responsively between Women and Men and Refrain will be read by All 
7pm - Led by soloists 
 
Refrain: 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 
1  Create in me a clean heart, O God, and renew a right spirit within me. Cast me not away from 

 your presence, and take not your Holy Spirit from me. Restore to me the joy of your salva on 
 and sustain me with your boun ful Spirit.  Refrain 

 
2 O Lord, open my lips, and my mouth shall proclaim your praise. For you take no delight in    
 sacrifice, or I would give it. You are not pleased with burnt offering. The sacrifice of God is a 
 troubled spirit; a troubled and broken heart, O God, you will not despise. Refrain  
 
+HOLY GOSPEL    Ma hew 6:1-6, 16-21 

L: The Holy Gospel according to Saint Ma hew. C: Glory to you O, Lord.  
2“So whenever you give alms, do not sound a trumpet before you, as the hypocrites do in the                  
synagogues and in the streets, so that they may be praised by others. Truly I tell you, they have              
received their  reward. 3But when you give alms, do not let your le  hand know what your right hand is 
doing, 4so that  your alms may be done in secret; and your Father who sees in secret will reward you.  
5“And whenever you pray, do not be like the hypocrites; for they love to stand and pray in the              
synagogues and at the street corners, so that they may be seen by others. Truly I tell you, they have 
received  their reward. 6But whenever you pray, go into your room and shut the door and pray to your 
Father who  is in secret; and your Father who sees in secret will reward you. 16“And whenever you fast, 
do not look dismal, like the hypocrites, for they disfigure their faces so as to  show others that they are 
fas ng. Truly I tell you, they have received their reward. 17But when you fast,  put oil on your head and 
wash your face, 18so that your fas ng may be seen not by others but by your  Father who is in secret; 
and your Father who sees in secret will reward you. 19“Do not store up for yourselves treasures on 
earth, where moth and rust consume and where thieves  break in and steal; 20but store up for               
yourselves treasures in heaven, where neither moth nor rust consumes and where thieves do not 
break in and steal. 21For where your treasure is, there your heart will be  also.” 

L: The Gospel of the Lord. C: Praise to you, O Christ.  
 
SERMON            Pastor Mollie Dvorak  
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+HYMN        “So ly and Tenderly Jesus is Calling”                           ELW 608 
 
OFFERING 

 
OFFERING PRAYER 

L: Extravagant God, you have blessed us with the fullness of crea on. Now we gather at your feast 
where you offer us the food that sa sfies. Take and use what we offer here, come among us, and 
feed us with the body and blood of Christ, in whose name we pray. 
C: Amen. 

 
+WORDS OF INSTITUTION    
 
+LORD’S PRAYER 

Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, your kingdom come, your will be done, on earth as 
in heaven. Give us today our daily bread. Forgive us our sins as we forgive those who sin against 
us.  Save us from the me of trial and deliver us from evil.  For the kingdom, the power, and the 
glory are yours, now and forever.  Amen. 
 

+FORGIVENESS AND NEW LIFE - The Ashes of Forgiveness 
L: Ashes are a symbol of purifica on. As a fire burns, it can separate what is valuable from what is  
valueless, just as an assayer’s fire can separate a base metal from one that is precious. In this same  
way, these ashes are pure. They are a symbol of the new space that is now present within us for a  
new life. Let us claim the new life Jesus offers us by praying to our God:  
 
C: God of love and mercy, we come to you in prayer, seeking to change our hearts and minds.  We 
confess the baggage that we so o en drag along with us, struggling under its weight all  the while 
we a empt to follow Christ. Cleanse us from our a achment to these old things.  Burn away their 
power in us and purify our hearts. In place of old ways fill us with the new fire of your Holy Spirit. 
Open up new opportuni es for us to follow Jesus in loving you and  our neighbors. Amen.  
 
L: Friends, receive the good news of our faith, for in the name of Jesus, I announce your sins are  
forgiven. The old has died. Behold, the new is always becoming—for you are God’s beloved dust.  

 
+DISTRIBUTION OF HOLY COMMUNION AND IMPOSITION OF ASHES 
Those who desire to receive ashes may come forward and ashes will be applied to their foreheads, with  
the words: “Remember that you are dust, and to dust you shall return.” (Genesis 3:19) The sacrament 
of Holy Communion is offered as part of our worship today as well. All are welcome to come to the table 
to receive the bread and the grape juice (prepackaged). Anyone not yet taking communion may come 
forward for a blessing. If you prefer you may request a gluten-free wafer from the server.    
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DISTRIBUTION SONG         
            “Just As I Am, without One Plea”                           ELW 592 
                      “Beneath the Cross of Jesus”                                        ELW 338 
 
+POST COMMUNION BLESSING AND PRAYER 

L: Blessed Jesus, in this rich meal of grace, you have fed us with your body, the bread of life. Now 
send us forth to bear your life-giving hope to a world in need. 
C: Amen. 
 

+BLESSING   
L: You are children of God, anointed with the oil of gladness and strengthened for the journey.       
Almighty God, ☩ bless you this day and always. 
C: Amen. 
 

+SENDING HYMN            “In  the Cross of Christ I Glory”             ELW 324 
 
+DISMISSAL 

L: Marked with the cross of Christ, go forth to love and serve the Lord. 
C: Thanks be to God! 
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PRAYER AND CONCERN 
Family & friends of Mason Bushweiler as they grieve the loss of their 16yr old son and good friend  
Grace Ohlrogge’s nephew, Ian Migala, who is in the hospital with a brain bleed 
Richard as he prepares for knee surgery 
Brian and Bailee Hynes’ brother-in-law, Joe Lampe, as he recently had brain surgery 
Gabby Ondarko (granddaughter of Cathy and Dave Wilkinson), Angela, Jim, Pam, Denny, Elaine, Cindy, 
Susan, Sherry, Sue, Dave, and Mark. 
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Growing Together in 
God’s Love to Serve 

Others 
 

Office Phone:  
763-784-2558 

 

Website:  
StMarkCP.org 

 

Directory 
 

Pastor:  
Mollie Dvorak 

pastor@stmarkcp.org 
 

Office Manager:  
Bailee Hynes 

office@stmarkcp.org 
 

Director of Music/ 
Choir Director: 

Dr. Mary Newton 
music@stmarkcp.org 

 
Housekeeper: 
Sandy Geslin 

 

S  M  

St. Mark Giving 
January Income: $17,150.60 
January Expenses: $26,083.18 
General Fund Balance to Date: -$13,384.68 

Worship A endance    
February 12: 156 
February 5: 161 
January 29: 143 
January 22: 160 
 

Copyright © 2019 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved. Reprinted by permission under Augsburg Fortress Liturgies Annual 
License #SAS010009. New Revised Standard Version Bible, Copyright © 1989, Division of Christian Education of the Nation-

al Council of the Churches of Christ in the United States of America. Used by permission. All rights reserved. Revised Com-
mon Lectionary, Copyright © 1992 Consultation on  Common Texts, admin Augsburg Fortress. Used by permission.   

CCLI License # 789849  CCLI Streaming License #20184835 One License Streaming #A-718529 

This week at St. Mark 

Monday 2/20 Happy Presidents’ Day! 
Men Who Love Donuts: 9:30am 
Women’s Bible Study: 9:30am 
Office Hours: 11-2pm 

Tuesday 2/21 Office Hours: 11-2pm 
Council Mee ng (Everyone Welcome!): 6pm 

Wednesday 2/22 Ash Wednesday 
Office Hours: 11-2pm 
Ash Wednesday Services: 12pm & 7pm 

Saturday 2/25 AA: 10:30am 
AA Founder’s Day: 5:30pm 

Sunday 2/26 First Sunday of Lent: 9:30am 


