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Welcome to worship at St. Mark Lutheran Church. We'd also like to extend a special welcome to  
visitors today. The following notes may help you in your worship experience. 
 
Songs/Hymns can be found in either the Evangelical Lutheran Worship (ELW) cranberry-colored 
hymnal or With One Voice (WOV) blue hymnal. Both can be found under your chair. 
 
Offering is an act of worship and a privilege to return to God a por on of what he has given us. If you 
are a guest, do not feel obligated to give, but if you are comfortable par cipa ng, please join us in 
this act of worship. Offerings given joyfully today are used for outreach to the greater church and 
ministries of St. Mark. 
 
Holy Communion is offered during our service each Sunday. All are welcome at the table! Gluten-free 
wafers and non-alcoholic juice are available on request. 
 
Children of all ages are welcome to par cipate in worship at St. Mark. At bap sm, we welcome li le 
ones into God’s family and the community of St. Mark. We believe young children have a place in our 
community that includes worship. Children learn by seeing, hearing and experiencing worship with 
adults who care about them. 
 
The Pray and Play area is available on the le  side of the sanctuary where children can engage in 
worship with tools meant just for them. We welcome the opportunity to share in your child’s learning 
experience. 
 
Nursery: If you feel the need to leave the sanctuary during the service, an unstaffed nursery with a 
changing area and child’s bathroom is available. 
 
Please join us for coffee and fellowship a er our worship service. Thank you for joining us today! 

(+) indicates that the assembly stands as you are able. 
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 Sunday, February 26, 2023 | 9:30am 
First Sunday of Lent 

 
Today's gospel tells of Jesus’ tempta on in the desert. His forty-day fast becomes the basis of our     
Lenten pilgrimage. In the early church Lent was a me of intense prepara on for those to be bap zed 
at the Easter Vigil. This cateche cal focus on the meaning of faith is at the heart of our Lenten journey 
to the bap smal waters of Easter. Hungry for God’s mercy, we receive the bread of life to nourish us for 
the days ahead.  
 
PRELUDE           
                   
WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS  
 
+CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS 

L: Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God, who journeys with us these forty days, and sustains us 
with the gi  of grace. 
C: Amen. 
L: Let us acknowledge before God and one another our need for repentance and God’s mercy. 
  Silence is kept for reflec on 
L: Holy God,  
C: We confess to you our faults and failings. Too o en we neglect and do not trust your holy word; 
we take for ourselves instead of giving to others; we spoil rather than steward your crea on; 
we cause hurt though you call us to heal; we choose fear over compassion. Forgive us, renew us, 
and lead us, as we seek to follow in your way of life. Amen. 
L: Hear the good news: God so loved the world that God gave the only Son, so that all may receive 
life. This promise is for you! God embraces you with divine mercy, forgives you in Christ’s name, 
and revives you in the Spirit’s power. 
C: Amen. 

 
+OPENING HYMN    “Through the Night of Doubt and Sorrow”            ELW 327 
 
BAPTISM OF JACK HOLLAND - Son of Eric and Kate Holland               ELW 227 
 
+PRAYER OF THE DAY 

L: Lord God, our strength, the struggle between good and evil rages within and around us, and the 
devil and all the forces that defy you tempt us with empty promises. Keep us steadfast in your word, 
and when we fall, raise us again and restore us through your Son, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, 
who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever  
C: Amen. 

 
CHILDREN’S MESSAGE 
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PSALM 32                     by Tony Alonso  
The soloist will sing the refrain the first me and the congrega on will join in the second me. A er 
each verse is sung, the congrega on will sing the refrain. 
 
Refrain: 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
1 Blessed is he whose transgression is forgiven, whose sin is remi ed. Blessed the man to whom 

the Lord imputes no guilt, in whose spirit is not guile.  Refrain 
 
2 To you I have acknowledged, acknowledged my sin; my guilt I did not hide. I said, “I will confess 

my transgression to the Lord.” And you have forgiven the guilt of my sin.  Refrain 
 
3 You are a hiding place for me; you keep me safe from distress.  You surround me with cries, 

with cries of deliverance, you surround me with cries of deliverance.  Refrain 
 
4 Rejoice in the Lord, exult you-just! Rejoice in the Lord. Ring out your joy, all you upright of 

heart! Ring out your joy.  Refrain 
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FIRST READING    Genesis 2:15-17; 3:1-7  
Human beings were formed with great care, to be in rela onship with the creator, crea on, and one 
another. The serpent’s promise to the first couple that their eyes would be opened led, ironically, to the 
discovery only that they were naked.  
 
15The Lord God took the man and put him in the garden of Eden to ll it and keep it. 16And the Lord 
God commanded the man, “You may freely eat of every tree of the garden; 17but of the tree of the 
knowledge of good and evil you shall not eat, for in the day that you eat of it you shall die.” 3:1 Now the 
serpent was more cra y than any other wild animal that the Lord God had made. He said to the    
woman, “Did God say, ‘You shall not eat from any tree in the garden’?” 2The woman said to the        
serpent, “We may eat of the fruit of the trees in the garden; 3but God said, ‘You shall not eat of the 
fruit of the tree that is in the middle of the garden, nor shall you touch it, or you shall die.’ ” 4But the 
serpent said to the woman, “You will not die; 5for God knows that when you eat of it your eyes will be 
opened, and you will be like God, knowing good and evil.” 6So when the woman saw that the tree was 
good for food, and that it was a delight to the eyes, and that the tree was to be desired to make one 
wise, she took of its fruit and ate; and she also gave some to her husband, who was with her, and he 
ate. 7Then the eyes of both were opened, and they knew that they were naked; and they sewed fig 
leaves together and made loincloths for themselves. 

L: The word of the Lord. C: Thanks be to God.  
 
 

+GOSPEL ACCLAMATION   “Return to the Lord” 
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+GOSPEL           Ma hew 4:1-11  
Jesus experiences anew the tempta ons that Israel faced in the wilderness. As the Son of God, he en-
dures the tes ng of the evil one.  

L: The Holy Gospel according to Ma hew. C: Glory to you O, Lord.  
1Jesus was led up by the Spirit into the wilderness to be tempted by the devil. 2He fasted forty days and 
forty nights, and a erwards he was famished. 3The tempter came and said to him, “If you are the Son 
of God, command these stones to become loaves of bread.” 4But he answered, “It is wri en, ‘One does 
not live by bread alone, but by every word that comes from the mouth of God.’ ” 5Then the devil took 
him to the holy city and placed him on the pinnacle of the temple, 6saying to him, “If you are the Son of 
God, throw yourself down; for it is wri en, ‘He will command his angels concerning you,’ and ‘On their 
hands they will bear you up, so that you will not dash your foot against a stone.’ ” 7Jesus said to him, 
“Again it is wri en, ‘Do not put the Lord your God to the test.’ ” 8Again, the devil took him to a very 
high mountain and showed him all the kingdoms of the world and their splendor; 9and he said to him, 
“All these I will give you, if you will fall down and worship me.” 10Jesus said to him, “Away with you, 
Satan! for it is wri en, ‘Worship the Lord your God, and serve only him.’ ” 11Then the devil le  him, and 
suddenly angels came and waited on him. 

L: The Gospel of the Lord. C: Praise to you, O Christ.  
SERMON           Pastor Mollie Dvorak 
 
+HYMN OF THE DAY                    “O Lord, throughout These Forty Days ”            ELW 319 
 
+PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION 

L: Sustained by God’s abundant mercy, let us pray for the church, the world, and all of crea on.  
A er each por on of the prayers:  L: Merciful God,   C: receive our prayer. 

 The prayers conclude: 
L: We bring to you our needs and hopes, O God, trus ng your wisdom and power revealed in Christ 
crucified.  
C: Amen. 

 
+PEACE 

L:  The peace of Christ be with you always.  C:  And also with you. 
The congrega on may share a sign of peace with one another. 

 
OFFERING                          “Borning Cry”                            arr. Phil Kadidlo 
Ways to give to St. Mark 

- You can mail or drop of your giving. There is a drop box outside the front door. 
<----- Scan the QR Code with your phone camera to be taken to our giving page or visit our 

church website (Stmarkcp.org), select ‘Give’ at the top of the page  
-Download the ‘Vanco Mobile Faith Engagement’ app in your App Store and set up a one 

me or recurring dona ons.  -Set up a one me or recurring dona on by tex ng that 
amount your wish to give: 763-296-0671. We have a generous God who provides for us richly. We    

honor God in return with our offering. Thank you for giving generously to St. Mark. 
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+OFFERTORY               “Create in Me a Clean Heart”            WOV 732 
     
OFFERING PRAYER 

L: God of good gi s, receive these and all our offerings as we present them in faithful service for the 
sake of your gospel. Prepare our hearts to receive you in this meal as you pour out your very       
presence through Christ Jesus, the wellspring of eternal life 
C: Amen. 

 
+GREAT THANKSGIVING 

L: The Lord be with you. 
C: And also with you.  
L: Li  up your hearts.  
C: We li  them to the Lord. 
L: Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.  
C: It is right to give our thanks and praise. 

 
+HOLY HOLY HOLY 

+WORDS OF INSTITUTION   
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+LORD’S PRAYER 
Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, your kingdom come, your will be done, on earth as 
in heaven. Give us today our daily bread. Forgive us our sins as we forgive those who sin against 
us.  Save us from the me of trial and deliver us from evil.  For the kingdom, the power, and the 
glory are yours, now and forever.  Amen. 
 

+HOLY COMMUNION 
The sacrament of Holy Communion is offered as part of our worship. You will be directed forward to 
receive communion (prepackaged). If you feel more comfortable remaining in your seat, prepackaged 
communion will be available before the service. Children and adults not yet taking communion may 
come forward for a blessing.  
All are welcome to receive the bread and the grape juice. Gluten free wafers are available upon request.  
 
 
COMMUNION SONGS         “Lamb of God” 

               “When Peace like a River”                     ELW 785 
          “All Who Hunger, Gather Gladly”             ELW 461 
 
+POST COMMUNION BLESSING AND PRAYER 

L: Embodied God, at your table, we have tasted the goodness of Jesus. With the eyes of our hearts 
open to your promise, empower us to hear the needs of our neighbors and touch the world with 
your love. 
C: Amen. 
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+BENEDICTION   
L: May the Lord Bless you and keep you. May the Lord’s face shine on you and be gracious to you. 
May the Lord look upon you with favor, and give you peace,  In the name of the Father, Son, and 
Holy Spirit. 
C: Amen. 
 

+SENDING HYMN        “Guide Me Ever, Great Redeemer”             ELW 618 
 
+DISMISSAL 

L: Go in peace. Shine Christ’s light. 
C: We will! Thanks be to God! 

 
POSTLUDE           
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WORSHIP ASSISTANTS 
Lector: Don Lundholm 
Prayers: Eric Holland 
Ushers: Jeff and Lori Johnson 
Greeters: Susan Hanson 
Liturgist: Amy Chris e 
Communion Assistants: Kris na Heath and Eric Holland 
 

PRAYER AND CONCERN 
Family & friends of Mason Bushweiler as they grieve the loss of their 16yr old son and good friend  
Grace Ohlrogge’s nephew, Ian Migala, who is in the hospital with a brain bleed 
Richard as he prepares for knee surgery 
Brian and Bailee Hynes’ brother-in-law, Joe Lampe, as he recently had brain surgery 
Gabby Ondarko (granddaughter of Cathy and Dave Wilkinson), Angela, Jim, Pam, Denny, Elaine, Cindy, Susan, Sherry, Sue, 
Dave, and Mark. 
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A   
Lenten Dinners 
We are s ll looking for people to volunteer for Lenten dinners for March 15th and 29th! 
 
Lenten Devo onals 
Our new Lenten devo onal, Water and Spirit, is available to pick up in the narthex today!  
 
Mardi Gras Bake Sale Thank You 
Thank you to all of those who par cipated in the Mardi Gras Bake Sale this last Sunday, 2/19. And 
thank you for suppor ng our sister church in Tanzania.  
 
Congrega onal Mee ng 
At our Annual mee ng on February 5th we were unable to vote and approve the budget for 2023.  
The finance team figured out the issues, and sent it to council to be approved for vo ng.  
We hope to have a finalized date to share with the congrega on soon! Please watch your emails for 
updates. Thank you so much for your pa ence!  
 
Holy Week Schedule: 
Lenten Wednesdays: 
March 1st, 8th, 15th, 22nd, 29th - 5:45pm (Dinner), 6:30 pm (Holden Worship) 
Palm Sunday:  
April 2nd - 9:30 am 
Maundy Thursday: 
April 6th - 7:00 pm 
Good Friday:  
April 7th - 7:00 pm 
Easter Sunday:  
April 9th - 7:30 am (Sunrise Service), 9:30 am (Worship) 
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Growing Together in 
God’s Love to Serve 

Others 
 

Office Phone:  
763-784-2558 

 
Website: 

StMarkCP.org 
 

Directory 
 

Pastor:  
Mollie Dvorak 

pastor@stmarkcp.org 
 

Office Manager:  
Bailee Hynes 

office@stmarkcp.org 
 

Director of Music/ 
Choir Director: 

Dr. Mary Newton 
music@stmarkcp.org 

 

Housekeeper: 

Sandy Geslin 

 

S  M  

St. Mark Giving 
January Income: $17,150.60 
January Expenses: $26,083.18 
General Fund Balance to Date: -$13,384.68 

Worship A endance    
February 12: 156 
February 5: 161 
January 29: 143 
January 22: 160 
 

This week at St. Mark 

Monday 2/27 Office Hours: 11-2pm 
Women’s Retreat: 6:30pm 

Tuesday 2/28 Office Hours: 11-2pm 

Wednesday 3/1 Office Hours: 11-2pm 
Lent Dinner: 5:45pm 
Lent Worship: 6:30pm 
Choir Rehearsal: 7pm 

Thursday 3/2 Early Childhood Screening: 7:30am 
Handbell Rehearsal: 6pm 

Saturday 3/4 AA: 10:30am 
 

Sunday 3/5 Second Sunday of Lent: 9:30am 
Fellowship: 10:45am 
Sunday School: 10:45am 


