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Welcome to worship at St. Mark Lutheran Church. We'd also like to extend a special welcome to  
visitors today. The following notes may help you in your worship experience. 
 
Songs/Hymns can be found in either the Evangelical Lutheran Worship (ELW) cranberry-colored 
hymnal or With One Voice (WOV) blue hymnal. Both can be found under your chair. 
 
Offering is an act of worship and a privilege to return to God a por on of what he has given us. If you 
are a guest, do not feel obligated to give, but if you are comfortable par cipa ng, please join us in 
this act of worship. Offerings given joyfully today are used for outreach to the greater church and 
ministries of St. Mark. 
 
Holy Communion is offered during our service each Sunday. All are welcome at the table! Gluten-free 
wafers and non-alcoholic juice are available on request. 
 
Children of all ages are welcome to par cipate in worship at St. Mark. At bap sm, we welcome li le 
ones into God’s family and the community of St. Mark. We believe young children have a place in our 
community that includes worship. Children learn by seeing, hearing and experiencing worship with 
adults who care about them. 
 
The Pray and Play area is available on the le  side of the sanctuary where children can engage in 
worship with tools meant just for them. We welcome the opportunity to share in your child’s learning 
experience. 
 
Nursery: If you feel the need to leave the sanctuary during the service, an unstaffed nursery with a 
changing area and child’s bathroom is available. 
 
Please join us for coffee and fellowship a er our worship service. Thank you for joining us today! 

(+) indicates that the assembly stands as you are able. 
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 Sunday, March 19, 2023 | 9:30am 
Fourth Sunday of Lent 

 
Bap sm is some mes called enlightenment. The gospel for this Sunday is the story of the man born 
blind healed by Christ. “I was blind, now I see,” declares the man. In bap sm God opens our eyes to see 
the truth of who we are: God’s beloved children. As David was anointed king of Israel, in bap sm God 
anoints our head with oil, and calls us to bear witness to the light of Christ in our daily lives.  
 
PRELUDE    
      
WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS  
 
+CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS 

L: Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God, who journeys with us these forty days, and sustains us 
with the gi  of grace. 
C: Amen. 
L: Let us acknowledge before God and one another our need for repentance and God’s mercy. 
  Silence is kept for reflec on 
L: Holy God,  
C: We confess to you our faults and failings. Too o en we neglect and do not trust your holy word; 
we take for ourselves instead of giving to others; we spoil rather than steward your crea on; 
we cause hurt though you call us to heal; we choose fear over compassion. Forgive us, renew us, 
and lead us, as we seek to follow in your way of life. Amen. 
L: Hear the good news: God so loved the world that God gave the only Son, so that all may receive 
life. This promise is for you! God embraces you with divine mercy, forgives you in Christ’s name, 
and revives you in the Spirit’s power. 
C: Amen. 

 
+OPENING HYMN               “ Praise the One Who Breaks the Darkness ”                                 ELW 843 
 
+GREETING 

L: The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with 
you all. 
C: And also with you. 
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+KYRIE 
 

 
+PRAYER OF THE DAY 

L: Bend your ear to our prayers, Lord Christ, and come among us. By your gracious life and death for 
us, bring light into the darkness of our hearts, and anoint us with your Spirit, for you live and reign 
with the Father and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.  
C: Amen. 
 

 
CHILDREN’S MESSAGE 
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FIRST READING         1 Samuel 16:1-13  
Samuel anointed David even though he was the eighth-oldest son of Jesse and did not match his broth-
ers in height or other physical characteris cs. With the anoin ng came endowment with the Spirit of 
the Lord, designa ng David as the Lord’s chosen successor to Saul.  
 
1The Lord said to Samuel, “How long will you grieve over Saul? I have rejected him from being king over 
Israel. Fill your horn with oil and set out; I will send you to Jesse the Bethlehemite, for I have provided 
for myself a king among his sons.” 2Samuel said, “How can I go? If Saul hears of it, he will kill me.” And 
the Lord said, “Take a heifer with you, and say, ‘I have come to sacrifice to the Lord.’ 3Invite Jesse to 
the sacrifice, and I will show you what you shall do; and you shall anoint for me the one whom I name 
to you.” 4Samuel did what the Lord commanded, and came to Bethlehem. The elders of the city came 
to meet him trembling, and said, “Do you come peaceably?” 5He said, “Peaceably; I have come to    
sacrifice to the Lord; sanc fy yourselves and come with me to the sacrifice.” And he sanc fied Jesse 
and his sons and invited them to the sacrifice. 6When they came, he looked on Eliab and thought, 
“Surely the Lord’s anointed is now before the Lord.” 7But the Lord said to Samuel, “Do not look on his 
appearance or on the height of his stature, because I have rejected him; for the Lord does not see as 
mortals see; they look on the outward appearance, but the Lord looks on the heart.” 8Then Jesse called 
Abinadab, and made him pass before Samuel. He said, “Neither has the Lord chosen this one.” 9Then 
Jesse made Shammah pass by. And he said, “Neither has the Lord chosen this one.” 10Jesse made seven 
of his sons pass before Samuel, and Samuel said to Jesse, “The Lord has not chosen any of these.” 
11Samuel said to Jesse, “Are all your sons here?” And he said, “There remains yet the youngest, but he 
is keeping the sheep.” And Samuel said to Jesse, “Send and bring him; for we will not sit down un l he 
comes here.” 12He sent and brought him in. Now he was ruddy, and had beau ful eyes, and was    
handsome. The Lord said, “Rise and anoint him; for this is the one.” 13Then Samuel took the horn of oil, 
and anointed him in the presence of his brothers; and the spirit of the Lord came migh ly upon David 
from that day forward. Samuel then set out and went to Ramah. 

L: The word of the Lord. C: Thanks be to God.  
 
PSALM 23          “The King of Love My Shepherd Is”                           ELW 502 
 
SECOND READING               Ephesians 5:8-14  
Because we now live in the divine light which is Jesus Christ, we conduct our lives in ways that reflect 
the light of Christ, so that our ac vity is truly pleasing to God.  
 
8Once you were darkness, but now in the Lord you are light. Live as children of light—9for the fruit of 
the light is found in all that is good and right and true. 10Try to find out what is pleasing to the Lord. 
11Take no part in the unfrui ul works of darkness, but instead expose them. 12For it is shameful even to 
men on what such people do secretly; 13but everything exposed by the light becomes visible, 14for  
everything that becomes visible is light. Therefore it says, “Sleeper, awake! Rise from the dead, and 
Christ will shine on you.” 
 

L: The word of the Lord. C: Thanks be to God.  
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+GOSPEL ACCLAMATION   “Return to the Lord” 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
                         
 
 
+GOSPEL          John 9:1-12 
Jesus heals a man born blind, provoking a hos le reac on that he regards as spiritual blindness to the 
things of God.  
 

L: The Holy Gospel according to John. C: Glory to you O, Lord.  
 

1As [Jesus] walked along, he saw a man blind from birth. 2His disciples asked him, “Rabbi, who sinned, 
this man or his parents, that he was born blind?” 3Jesus answered, “Neither this man nor his parents 
sinned; he was born blind so that God’s works might be revealed in him. 4We must work the works of 
him who sent me while it is day; night is coming when no one can work. 5As long as I am in the world, I 
am the light of the world.” 6When he had said this, he spat on the ground and made mud with the   
saliva and spread the mud on the man’s eyes, 7saying to him, “Go, wash in the pool of Siloam” (which 
means Sent). Then he went and washed and came back able to see. 8The neighbors and those who had 
seen him before as a beggar began to ask, “Is this not the man who used to sit and beg?” 9Some were 
saying, “It is he.” Others were saying, “No, but it is someone like him.” He kept saying, “I am the man.” 
10But they kept asking him, “Then how were your eyes opened?” 11He answered, “The man called Jesus 
made mud, spread it on my eyes, and said to me, ‘Go to Siloam and wash.’ Then I went and washed 
and received my sight.” 12They said to him, “Where is he?” He said, “I do not know.”    

 
L: The Gospel of the Lord. C: Praise to you, O Christ.  

 
SERMON           Pastor Mollie Dvorak 
 
+HYMN OF THE DAY                   “Amazing Grace, How Sweet the Sound”                                   ELW 779 
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+APOSTLE’S CREED 
I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth. 
I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord,  
 who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the virgin Mary,  
 suffered under Pon us Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried;  
 he descended to the dead. On the third day he rose again;  
 he ascended into heaven, and is seated at the right hand of the Father.  
 He will come again to judge the living and the dead. 
I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic Church, the communion of saints, the                       
 forgiveness of sins, the resurrec on of the body, and the life everlas ng. Amen.   
 
+PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION 

L: Sustained by God’s abundant mercy, let us pray for the church, the world, and all of crea on.  
A er each por on of the prayers:  L: Merciful God,   C: Hear our prayer. 

 The prayers conclude: 
L: We li  our prayers to you, O God, trus ng in your steadfast love and your promise to renew your 
whole crea on; through Jesus Christ our Savior.  
C: Amen. 

 
+PEACE 

L:  The peace of Christ be with you always.  C:  And also with you. 
The congrega on may share a sign of peace with one another. 

 
OFFERING               “God So Loved the World”         arr. Larry Shackley  
Ways to give to St. Mark 

- You can mail or drop of your giving. There is a drop box outside the front door. 
<----- Scan the QR Code with your phone camera to be taken to our giving page or visit our 

church website (Stmarkcp.org), select ‘Give’ at the top of the page  
-Download the ‘Vanco Mobile Faith Engagement’ app in your App Store and set up a one 

me or recurring dona ons.  -Set up a one me or recurring dona on by tex ng that 
amount your wish to give: 763-296-0671. We have a generous God who provides for us richly. We    

honor God in return with our offering. Thank you for giving generously to St. Mark. 
 
+OFFERTORY               “Create in Me a Clean Heart”            WOV 732 
     
OFFERING PRAYER 

L: God of good gi s, receive these and all our offerings as we present them in faithful service for the 
sake of your gospel. Prepare our hearts to receive you in this meal as you pour out your very       
presence through Christ Jesus, the wellspring of eternal life 
C: Amen. 
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+GREAT THANKSGIVING 
L: The Lord be with you. 
C: And also with you.  
L: Li  up your hearts.  
C: We li  them to the Lord. 
L: Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.  
C: It is right to give our thanks and praise. 
 

+HOLY HOLY HOLY 

 
+WORDS OF INSTITUTION   
 
+LORD’S PRAYER 

Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, your kingdom come, your will be done, on earth as 
in heaven. Give us today our daily bread. Forgive us our sins as we forgive those who sin against 
us.  Save us from the me of trial and deliver us from evil.  For the kingdom, the power, and the 
glory are yours, now and forever.  Amen. 
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+HOLY COMMUNION 
The sacrament of Holy Communion is offered as part of our worship. You will be directed forward to 
receive communion (prepackaged). If you feel more comfortable remaining in your seat, prepackaged 
communion will be available before the service. Children and adults not yet taking communion may 
come forward for a blessing.  
All are welcome to receive the bread and the grape juice. Gluten free wafers are available upon request.  
 
COMMUNION SONGS         “Lamb of God” 
 

                 "All Are Welcome"               ELW 641 
                “Be Thou My Vision”                                    ELW 793 
      
 
+POST COMMUNION BLESSING AND PRAYER 

L: Embodied God, at your table, we have tasted the goodness of Jesus. With the eyes of our hearts 
open to your promise, empower us to hear the needs of our neighbors and touch the world with 
your love. 
C: Amen. 
 

+BENEDICTION   
L: May the Lord Bless you and keep you. May the Lord’s face shine on you and be gracious to you. 
May the Lord look upon you with favor, and give you peace,  In the name of the Father, Son, and 
Holy Spirit. 
C: Amen. 
 

+SENDING HYMN             “Go, My Children, with My Blessing”                          ELW 543 
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+DISMISSAL 
L: Go in peace. Serve in Love. 
C: We will! Thanks be to God! 

 
POSTLUDE           

WORSHIP ASSISTANTS 
Lector: Margaret Tennessen 
Prayers: Brenda Weaver 
Ushers: Margaret Tennessen & Dennis Tollers 
Greeters: Brenda Weaver 
Communion Assistants: Cindy Angerhofer & Carolann Tollers 
 

PRAYER AND CONCERN 
Greg Johnson, brother of Jeff Johnson and Pat Bentley, who fell and broke his neck. 
Cheryl Collard’s niece, Pam O’Neil , who will need a lung transplant and a bone marrow transplant  
Family & friends of Mason Bushweiler as they grieve the loss of their 16yr old son and good friend  
Grace Ohlrogge’s nephew, Ian Migala, who is in the hospital with a brain bleed 
Richard as he recently had knee surgery 
Gabby Ondarko (granddaughter of Cathy and Dave Wilkinson), Angela, Jim, Pam, Denny, Elaine, Cindy, Susan, Sherry, Sue, 
Dave, and Mark. 
 
Please contact the office with any updates to this prayer and concern list—thank you! 
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A   
More Handbell Ringers: 
The handbells played in worship a couple of Sundays ago and had lots of fun sharing their pieces with 
the congrega on.  Currently there are 5 people ringing but we would love many more! There are many 
bells that cannot be played because of the lack of ringers. So, if you are interested in playing bells, 
please contact Dr. Mary at music@stmarkcp.org. Rehearsals are on Thursdays from 6:00-7:00. Reading 
music is helpful but not required. Come join the fun! 
 
Collec ons for Alexandra House: 
A service project to make care kits for the women at Alexandra House is being planned for the      
Women’s Retreat. We would like to collect enough supplies to fill 40-50 kits. Please help by bringing 
dona ons to the church by April 9th. (Full size bo les only, not travel size.) 
-Shampoo (12-15 oz)    -Hand or Body lo on (6-12 oz) 
-Condi oner (12-15 oz)    -Toothpaste (3-5 oz) 
-Body wash (12-15 oz)     
 
Gas Cards:  
We are in need of more gas cards. If you are willing to donate, please drop them off in the church 
office. Thank you for suppor ng our community.  
 
Easter Garden:  
If you are interested in purchasing flowers for Easter, a table will be in the narthex for the next few 
weeks with informa on. Please contact Ginny Hestekind for addi onal informa on.  
 
Women’s Retreat: 
When was the last me you deliberately took a day for your own spiritual well-being? Join us on April 
22nd from 9:00am - 4:00pm for a day of connec on and discussion, meaningful crea ve ac vi es,   
music, food, and fun as we make space for ourselves and others, holding ourselves in boundless     
compassion and developing a more realis c sense of who we are in Christ. A day of joy in God's      
presence! Tickets will be sold in the narthex ($25) every Sunday un l Easter and in the office. Only 40 
spots available, so get your ckets soon! We encourage you to bring your own water bo le.  
 
Congrega onal Mee ng: 
Congrega onal mee ng has been set for the date of March 26th, following worship. Watch for an 
email with more detailed informa on.  
 
Menu for Lenten Dinners: A peanut bu er and jelly sta on will be available at every meal. 
Wednesday, March 22nd - Sloppy Joes 
Wednesday, March 29th - Soups and Bread 
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Growing Together in 
God’s Love to Serve 

Others 
 

Office Phone:  
763-784-2558 

 
Website: 

StMarkCP.org 
 

Directory 
 

Pastor:  
Mollie Dvorak 

pastor@stmarkcp.org 
 

Office Manager:  
Bailee Hynes 

office@stmarkcp.org 
 

Director of Music/ 
Choir Director: 

Dr. Mary Newton 
music@stmarkcp.org 

 

Housekeeper: 

Sandy Geslin 

 

S  M  

St. Mark Giving 
February Income: $17,447.93 
February Expenses: $23,557.61 
General Fund Balance to Date: -$19,611.73 

Worship A endance    
March 5: 183 
February 26: 207 
February 19: 156 
February 12: 156 
 

This week at St. Mark 

Monday 3/20 First Day of Spring! 
Men Who Love Donuts: 9:30am 
Women’s Bible Study: 9:30am  
Office Hours: 11-2pm 

Tuesday 3/21 Office Hours: 11-2pm 

Wednesday 3/22 Office Hours: 11-2pm 
Lent Dinner: 5:45pm 
Lent Worship: 6:30pm 
Choir Rehearsal: 7pm 

Thursday 3/23 S tchin In the Dark: 1pm 
Handbell Rehearsal: 6pm 

Saturday 3/25 AA: 10:30am 
 

Sunday 3/26 Fi h Sunday of Lent: 9:30am 
Fellowship: 10:45am 


