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Welcome to worship at St. Mark Lutheran Church. We'd also like to extend a special welcome to  
visitors today. The following notes may help you in your worship experience. 
 
Songs/Hymns can be found in either the Evangelical Lutheran Worship (ELW) cranberry-colored 
hymnal or With One Voice (WOV) blue hymnal. Both can be found under your chair. 
 
Offering is an act of worship and a privilege to return to God a por on of what he has given us. If you 
are a guest, do not feel obligated to give, but if you are comfortable par cipa ng, please join us in 
this act of worship. Offerings given joyfully today are used for outreach to the greater church and 
ministries of St. Mark. 
 
Holy Communion is offered during our service each Sunday. All are welcome at the table! Gluten-free 
wafers and non-alcoholic juice are available on request. 
 
Children of all ages are welcome to par cipate in worship at St. Mark. At bap sm, we welcome li le 
ones into God’s family and the community of St. Mark. We believe young children have a place in our 
community that includes worship. Children learn by seeing, hearing and experiencing worship with 
adults who care about them. 
 
The Pray and Play area is available on the le  side of the sanctuary where children can engage in 
worship with tools meant just for them. We welcome the opportunity to share in your child’s learning 
experience. 
 
Nursery: If you feel the need to leave the sanctuary during the service, an unstaffed nursery with a 
changing area and child’s bathroom is available. 
 
Please join us for coffee and fellowship a er our worship service. Thank you for joining us today! 

(+) indicates that the assembly stands as you are able. 
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 Sunday, March 12, 2023 | 9:30am 
Third Sunday of Lent 
Bluegrass Worship 

 
In today’s gospel the Samaritan woman asks Jesus for water, an image of our thirst for God. Jesus offers 
living water, a sign of God’s grace flowing from the waters of bap sm. The early church used this gos-
pel and those of the next two Sundays to deepen bap smal reflec on during the final days of prepara-

on before bap sm at Easter. As we journey to the resurrec on feast, Christ comes among us in word, 
bath, and meal—offering us the life-giving water of God’s mercy and forgiveness.  
 
PRELUDE                 “Miss Me, but Let Me Go”              The Rarely Herd 
                         
                 
WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS  
 
+OPENING HYMN     “Light Into the World: Hope for a New Day”                                   Page 1 
 
+GREETING 

L: Let us Share in the presence of God with Celebra on. The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love 
of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit, be with you all.  
C: And also with you. 

 
+KYRIE               Page 2 
 
+HYMN OF PRAISE          Page 3 
 
+PRAYER OF THE DAY 

L: Merciful God, the fountain of living water, you quench our thirst and wash away our sin. Give us 
this water always. Bring us to drink from the well that flows with the beauty of your truth through 
Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now 
and forever  
C: Amen. 

 
CHILDREN’S MESSAGE 
 
SPECIAL MUSIC                      “Bap sm Song”     Clayton James
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FIRST READING         Exodus 17:1-7  
Because the thirsty Israelites quarreled with Moses and put God to the test, Moses cried out in despera-

on to God. God commanded Moses to strike the rock to provide water for the people. The doubt-filled 
ques on—“Is the Lord among us or not?”—received a very posi ve answer.  
 
1From the wilderness of Sin the whole congrega on of the Israelites journeyed by stages, as the Lord 
commanded. They camped at Rephidim, but there was no water for the people to drink. 2The people 
quarreled with Moses, and said, “Give us water to drink.” Moses said to them, “Why do you quarrel 
with me? Why do you test the Lord?” 3But the people thirsted there for water; and the people        
complained against Moses and said, “Why did you bring us out of Egypt, to kill us and our children and 
livestock with thirst?” 4So Moses cried out to the Lord, “What shall I do with this people? They are   
almost ready to stone me.” 5The Lord said to Moses, “Go on ahead of the people, and take some of the 
elders of Israel with you; take in your hand the staff with which you struck the Nile, and go. 6I will be 
standing there in front of you on the rock at Horeb. Strike the rock, and water will come out of it, so 
that the people may drink.” Moses did so, in the sight of the elders of Israel. 7He called the place    
Massah and Meribah, because the Israelites quarreled and tested the Lord, saying, “Is the Lord among 
us or not?”  
 

L: The word of the Lord. C: Thanks be to God.  
 
PSALM 95 
Our Psalm today will be read responsively. The lectern side will read the regular print, the pulpit side 
will read the italic print and all together on the bold.  
 
1Come, let us sing to the Lord; let us shout for joy to the rock of our salva on. 
2Let us come before God’s presence with thanksgiving and raise a loud shout to the Lord with psalms. 
3For you, Lord, are a great God, and a great ruler above all gods. 
4In your hand are the caverns of the earth; the heights of the hills are also yours. 
5The sea is yours, for you made it, and your hands have molded the dry land. 
6Come, let us worship and bow down, let us kneel before the Lord our maker. 
7For the Lord is our God, and we are the people of God’s pasture and the sheep of God’s hand. Oh, that 
today you would hear God’s voice! 
8“Harden not your hearts, as at Meribah, as on that day at Massah in the desert. 
9There your ancestors tested me, they put me to the test, though they had seen my works. 
10Forty years I loathed that genera on, saying, ‘The heart of this people goes astray; they do not know 
my ways.’ 
11Indeed I swore in my anger, ‘They shall never come to my rest.’  
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SECOND READING        Romans 5:1-11  
Though we o en hear that God helps those who help themselves, here Paul tells us that through Jesus’ 
death God helps u erly helpless sinners. Since we who had been enemies are reconciled to God in the 
cross, we now live in hope for our final salva on.  
 
1Since we are jus fied by faith, we have peace with God through our Lord Jesus Christ, 2through whom 
we have obtained access to this grace in which we stand; and we boast in our hope of sharing the glory 
of God. 3And not only that, but we also boast in our sufferings, knowing that suffering produces        
endurance, 4and endurance produces character, and character produces hope, 5and hope does not  
disappoint us, because God’s love has been poured into our hearts through the Holy Spirit that has 
been given to us. 6For while we were s ll weak, at the right me Christ died for the ungodly. 7Indeed, 
rarely will anyone die for a righteous person—though perhaps for a good person someone might     
actually dare to die. 8But God proves his love for us in that while we s ll were sinners Christ died for us. 
9Much more surely then, now that we have been jus fied by his blood, will we be saved through him 
from the wrath of God. 10For if while we were enemies, we were reconciled to God through the death 
of his Son, much more surely, having been reconciled, will we be saved by his life. 11But more than 
that, we even boast in God through our Lord Jesus Christ, through whom we have now received       
reconcilia on. 

L: The word of the Lord. C: Thanks be to God.  
 
+GOSPEL VERSE                       Page 4 
 
+GOSPEL       John 4:5-42  
Jesus defies conven on to engage a Samaritan woman in conversa on. Her tes mony, in turn, leads 
many others to faith.  
 

L: The Holy Gospel according to John. C: Glory to you O, Lord.  
5[Jesus] came to a Samaritan city called Sychar, near the plot of ground that Jacob had given to his son 
Joseph. 6Jacob’s well was there, and Jesus, red out by his journey, was si ng by the well. It was about 
noon. 7A Samaritan woman came to draw water, and Jesus said to her, “Give me a drink.” 8(His         
disciples had gone to the city to buy food.) 9The Samaritan woman said to him, “How is it that you, a 
Jew, ask a drink of me, a woman of Samaria?” (Jews do not share things in common with Samaritans.) 
10Jesus answered her, “If you knew the gi  of God, and who it is that is saying to you, ‘Give me a drink,’ 
you would have asked him, and he would have given you living water.” 11The woman said to him, “Sir, 
you have no bucket, and the well is deep. Where do you get that living water? 12Are you greater than 
our ancestor Jacob, who gave us the well, and with his sons and his flocks drank from it?” 13Jesus said 
to her, “Everyone who drinks of this water will be thirsty again, 14but those who drink of the water that 
I will give them will never be thirsty. The water that I will give will become in them a spring of water 
gushing up to eternal life.” 15The woman said to him, “Sir, give me this water, so that I may never be 
thirsty or have to keep coming here to draw water.” 16Jesus said to her, “Go, call your husband, and 
come back.” 17The woman answered him, “I have no husband.”   

(Con nued on next page) 
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Jesus said to her, “You are right in saying, ‘I have no husband’; 18for you have had five    husbands, and 
the one you have now is not your husband. What you have said is true!” 19The woman said to him, “Sir, 
I see that you are a prophet. 20Our ancestors worshiped on this mountain, but you say that the place 
where people must worship is in Jerusalem.” 21Jesus said to her, “Woman, believe me, the hour is  
coming when you will worship the Father neither on this mountain nor in Jerusalem. 22You worship 
what you do not know; we worship what we know, for salva on is from the Jews. 23But the hour is 
coming, and is now here, when the true worshipers will worship the Father in spirit and truth, for the 
Father seeks such as these to worship him. 24God is spirit, and those who worship him must worship in 
spirit and truth.” 25The woman said to him, “I know that Messiah is coming” (who is called Christ). 
“When he comes, he will proclaim all things to us.” 26Jesus said to her, “I am he, the one who is    
speaking to you.” 27Just then his disciples came. They were astonished that he was speaking with a 
woman, but no one said, “What do you want?” or, “Why are you speaking with her?” 28Then the   
woman le  her water jar and went back to the city. She said to the people, 29“Come and see a man 
who told me everything I have ever done! He cannot be the Messiah, can he?” 30They le  the city and 
were on their way to him. 31Meanwhile the disciples were urging him, “Rabbi, eat something.” 32But he 
said to them, “I have food to eat that you do not know about.” 33So the disciples said to one another, 
“Surely no one has brought him something to eat?” 34Jesus said to them, “My food is to do the will of 
him who sent me and to complete his work. 35Do you not say, ‘Four months more, then comes the   
harvest’? But I tell you, look around you, and see how the fields are ripe for harves ng. 36The reaper is 
already receiving wages and is gathering fruit for eternal life, so that sower and reaper may rejoice  
together. 37For here the saying holds true, ‘One sows and another reaps.’ 38I sent you to reap that for 
which you did not labor. Others have labored, and you have entered into their labor.” 39Many           
Samaritans from that city believed in him because of the woman’s tes mony, “He told me everything I 
have ever done.” 40So when the Samaritans came to him, they asked him to stay with them; and he 
stayed there two days. 41And many more believed because of his word. 42They said to the woman, “It is 
no longer because of what you said that we believe, for we have heard for ourselves, and we know that 
this is truly the Savior of the world.” 
 

L: The Gospel of the Lord. C: Praise to you, O Christ.  
 

SERMON           Pastor Mollie Dvorak  
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+HYMN OF THE DAY                               “Calvary Mountain”          Henry Finn  
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+APOSTLE’S CREED 
I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth. 
I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord,  
 who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the virgin Mary,  
 suffered under Pon us Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried;  
 he descended to the dead. On the third day he rose again;  
 he ascended into heaven, and is seated at the right hand of the Father.  
 He will come again to judge the living and the dead. 
I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic Church, the communion of saints, the                       
 forgiveness of sins, the resurrec on of the body, and the life everlas ng. Amen.   
 
+PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION 

L: Sustained by God’s abundant mercy, let us pray for the church, the world, and all of crea on.  
A er each por on of the prayers:  L: Merciful God,   C: hear our prayer. 

 The prayers conclude: 
L: We li  our prayers to you, O God, trus ng in your steadfast love and your promise to renew your 
whole crea on; through Jesus Christ our Savior.  
C: Amen. 

 
+PEACE 

L:  The peace of Christ be with you always.  C:  And also with you. 
The congrega on may share a sign of peace with one another. 
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OFFERING                        “In the Garden”                     Miles 
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Ways to give to St. Mark 
- You can mail or drop of your giving. There is a drop box outside the front door. 

<----- Scan the QR Code with your phone camera to be taken to our giving page or visit our 
church website (Stmarkcp.org), select ‘Give’ at the top of the page  

-Download the ‘Vanco Mobile Faith Engagement’ app in your App Store and set up a one 
me or recurring dona ons.  -Set up a one me or recurring dona on by tex ng that 

amount your wish to give: 763-296-0671. We have a generous God who provides for us richly. We    
honor God in return with our offering. Thank you for giving generously to St. Mark. 

 
+OFFERTORY                       Page 7 
     
OFFERING PRAYER 

L: God of good gi s, receive these and all our offerings as we present them in faithful service for the 
sake of your gospel. Prepare our hearts to receive you in this meal as you pour out your very       
presence through Christ Jesus, the wellspring of eternal life 
C: Amen. 

 
+COMMUNION LITURGY            “Will the Circle Be Unbroken” 
 
Chorus:  Will the circle be unbroken?   
  By and by Lord, by and by, 
  There's a be er home a-wai n'  
  In the sky Lord, in the sky. 
 

L: Jesus took bread, said the blessing, gave it to his friends and foes; 
     Said to them “Where I am going, my disciples, cannot yet go.”  Chorus 
 
L: Took the chalice, and he blessed it, said “Do this; remember me; 
     When I’m gone you won’t be lonesome, for the Spirit will make you free.”  Chorus 
 
L: When we gather at this table, we are with those who have gone; 
     In the promised resurrec on in Christ we’ll be made one.   Chorus 
 

                    © 1935, 1962 Peer Interna onal Corp./A. P. Carter. Verse text by Rev. Emmy R. Kegler. Used by Permission. CCLI #789849  

+LORD’S PRAYER 
Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, your kingdom come, your will be done, on earth as 
in heaven. Give us today our daily bread. Forgive us our sins as we forgive those who sin against 
us.  Save us from the me of trial and deliver us from evil.  For the kingdom, the power, and the 
glory are yours, now and forever.  Amen. 
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+HOLY COMMUNION 
The sacrament of Holy Communion is offered as part of our worship. You will be directed forward to 
receive communion (prepackaged). If you feel more comfortable remaining in your seat, prepackaged 
communion will be available before the service. Children and adults not yet taking communion may 
come forward for a blessing.  
All are welcome to receive the bread and the grape juice. Gluten free wafers are available upon request.  
 
COMMUNION SONGS                 “Farther Along”  
                                         CCLI Song # 16921 Jesse Randal Baxter Jr. | W. B. Stevens 
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          “In the Sweet By and By”       3132661 CCLI 
 Chorus: In the sweet by and by 
   We shall meet on that beau ful shore 
   In the sweet by and by 
   We shall meet on that beau ful shore 
 

L: There's a land that is fairer than day. And by faith we can see it afar. For the Father waits over the        
way. To prepare us a dwelling place there.  Chorus 

 
L: We shall sing on that beau ful shore. The melodious songs of the blest. And our spirits shall     

sorrow no more. Not a sigh for the blessing of rest.  Chorus 
 
L: To our boun ful father above. We shall offer our tribute of praise. For the glorious gi  of his love   

And the blessings that hallow our days.  Chorus 
 

+POST COMMUNION BLESSING AND PRAYER 
L: Embodied God, at your table, we have tasted the goodness of Jesus. With the eyes of our hearts 
open to your promise, empower us to hear the needs of our neighbors and touch the world with 
your love.  
C: Amen. 
 

+BENEDICTION                      Page 12 
 
+SENDING HYMN                         “I’ll Fly Away”          CCLI 26399 
  
Chorus: I’ll fly away oh glory. 
  I’ll fly away. 
  When I die ya you betcha by and by 
  I’ll fly away      
 

L: Some bright morning when this life is o'er. I’ll fly away. To a home on God's celes al shore. I’ll fly 
away.  Chorus 

 
L: When the shadows of this life have gone. I’ll fly away. Like a bird from these prison walls has 

flown. I’ll fly away. Chorus 
 
L: Oh how glad and happy when we meet. I’ll fly away. No more cold iron shackles on my feet. I’ll fly 

away.  Chorus  
 
L: Just a few more weary days and then. I’ll fly away. To a land where joys will never end.  Chorus
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WORSHIP ASSISTANTS 
Lector: Floyd Saunders 
Prayers: Lis Trouten 
Ushers: Virginia Hestekind and Teri Smith 
Greeters: Carol Pounds 
Communion Assistants: Cheryl Collard and Nancy Richter 
 

PRAYER AND CONCERN 
Greg Johnson, brother of Jeff Johnson and Pat Bentley, who fell and broke his neck. 
Cheryl Collard’s niece, Pam O’Neil , who will need a lung transplant and a bone marrow transplant  
Family & friends of Mason Bushweiler as they grieve the loss of their 16yr old son and good friend  
Grace Ohlrogge’s nephew, Ian Migala, who is in the hospital with a brain bleed 
Richard as he recently had knee surgery 
Gabby Ondarko (granddaughter of Cathy and Dave Wilkinson), Angela, Jim, Pam, Denny, Elaine, Cindy, Susan, Sherry, Sue, 
Dave, and Mark. 
 
Please contact the office with any updates to this prayer and concern list—thank you! 

+DISMISSAL 
L: Go in peace. Serve in Love.   
C: We will! Thanks be to God! 
 

POSTLUDE           
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A   
Blood Drive Thank You 
On Monday, March 6th, 49 units of blood were collected.  The cookies baked by Nancy Laux were a hit 
with donors and staff. The next drive here will be on Monday, May 1st. Schedule your appointment 
now online at redcrossblood.org.  
 
Mardi Gras Bake Sale and Souper Bowl Sunday Update:  
Thank you to all of those who par cipated in the Mardi Gras Bake Sale and Souper Bowl Sunday. Our 
earnings from the Mardi Gras Bake Sale include:  $309.35 (baked goods) and $65 (quilters cra  table) 
and these designated funds are going to Wimbe, our sister church in Tanzania. Our earnings from 
Souper Bowl Sunday include: $496 and a generous donor matched the earnings to make a total of $892 
and these designated funds are going to the PowerPak Program. Thank you for suppor ng our sister 
church in Tanzania, as well as, the PowerPak Program.    
 
Gas Cards:  
We are in need of more gas cards. If you are willing to donate, please drop them off in the church 
office. Thank you for suppor ng our community.  
 
Easter Garden:  
If you are interested in purchasing flowers for Easter, a table will be in the narthex for the next few 
weeks with informa on. Please contact Ginny Hestekind for addi onal informa on.  
 
Congrega onal Mee ng: 
Congrega onal mee ng has been set for the date of March 26th, following worship. Watch for an 
email with more detailed informa on.  
 
Menu for Lenten Dinners: A peanut bu er and jelly sta on will be available at every meal. 
Wednesday, March 15th - Ham and Cheese Sliders, Veggies, and Bars  
Wednesday, March 22nd - Sloppy Joes 
Wednesday, March 29th - Soups and Bread 
 
Holy Week Schedule: 
Palm Sunday:  
April 2nd - 9:30 am 
Maundy Thursday: 
April 6th - 7:00 pm 
Good Friday:  
April 7th - 7:00 pm 
Easter Sunday:  
April 9th - 7:30 am (Sunrise Service), 9:30 am (Worship) 
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Growing Together in 
God’s Love to Serve 

Others 
 

Office Phone:  
763-784-2558 

 
Website: 

StMarkCP.org 
 

Directory 
 

Pastor:  
Mollie Dvorak 

pastor@stmarkcp.org 
 

Office Manager:  
Bailee Hynes 

office@stmarkcp.org 
 

Director of Music/ 
Choir Director: 

Dr. Mary Newton 
music@stmarkcp.org 

 

Housekeeper: 

Sandy Geslin 

 

S  M  

St. Mark Giving 
January Income: $17,150.60 
January Expenses: $26,083.18 
General Fund Balance to Date: -$13,384.68 

Worship A endance    
February 26: 207 
February 19: 156 
February 12: 156 
February 5: 161 
 

This week at St. Mark 

Monday 3/13 Office Hours: 11-2pm 
Finance Mee ng: 1:30pm 

Tuesday 3/14 Office Hours: 11-2pm 
Council Mee ng (Everyone Welcome!): 6pm 
Contempla ve Prac ces: 6:30pm 

Wednesday 3/15 Office Hours: 11-2pm 
Lent Dinner: 5:45pm 
Lent Worship: 6:30pm 
Choir Rehearsal: 7pm 

Thursday 3/16 Memorial Team Mee ng: 9:30am 
Handbell Rehearsal: 6pm 

Saturday 3/18 AA: 10:30am 
 

Sunday 3/19 Fourth Sunday of Lent: 9:30am 
Fellowship: 10:45am 
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