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Grace and peace to you, beloved siblings in Christ, in the name of our God who is
transforming the world. Amen.

All week at VBS, we’ve been talking about how God is transforming the world. When
someone is hurt or sad, God can use us to transform that hurt or sadness into joy, by
sending us with compassion.

When someone doesn’t have enough food or money that they need, God can use us to
transform that need into plenty, by sending us to them with generosity.

When someone does something wrong or something silly - like we all do - God can use us
to transform that into a repaired relationship, by sending us to them with forgiveness.

And when someone is being treated unfairly or has had something bad happen to them,
God can use us to transform that into something where everyone is treated well, by
sending us with justice.

We can all see that there are things in our world that need changing. And God can see that
too, and the GOOD NEWS of our gospel is that things can change for the better, that God
wants things to change for the better, and that God sends us to help.

We just learned one more BIG word about how God changes the world - does anybody
remember what it was? INCLUSION! That's right. That is a really important way that God
changes the world.

Throughout this message, I'm going to have you turn and talk to your neighbor and this is a
good chance for us to practice INCLUSION - by making sure that everyone is included. If
you see someone near you that doesn’t have anyone to talk to - you can make sure they are
included!
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So, here’s my first question for you all: Turn to your neighbor - and tell them about a time
when you went stargazing or looked at stars through a telescope. What was that
experience like?

Thank you for sharing! You know, we don’t see the stars actually all that often - we can’t
see them during the day (and that’s half of all time!) and even at night, often there is a lot
of light pollution or clouds that get in the way.

But when it is dark enough - in fact when it is the darkest, that’s when the stars shine the
brightest.

And | think that’s what the prophet Isaiah was talking about when he said “Your light shall
rise in the darkness.” Isaiah lived in a pretty dark time. People were hungry and they were
scared. They were facing powerful enemies, and a lot of people were forced out of their
homes. There was a lot of need.

And Isaiah was reminding God’s people - when it is darkest, that is when the stars shine
the brightest! And you will be just like stars in the darkness when you help your neighbors,
when you feed them and give them clothes and shelter.

And the apostle Paul, when he was writing a letter to the church in Philippi, he said the
same thing! He said, “You will shine like stars in the world” because God is working
through you, enabling you to love one another and treat each other well.

I've got another question for you! Sometimes when we talk about “stars” we mean the
ones that are in the sky, but sometimes we mean people who are stars - like movie stars or
famous musicians or athletes or authors.

| want you to turn to your neighbor again and share a time when you met someone who
was a star - or (if you can’t think of one) who would be a star that you would most like to
meet.

Thank you for sharing! It would be so cool to meet a star, wouldn'’t it? Some of you might
know what that’s like, and some of you are maybe still dreaming of what it might be like to
meet a star. | was just imagining, what would happen if a big star walked into the church
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today? Like, what if Taylor Swift walked into the church right now! What do you think
would happen?

Do you think people would want to give up their seat for her? Do you think everyone
would want to talk to her and welcome her? Do you think someone might run and get her
a bottle of water and a snack?

And do you think that might make us feel big and important too, if Taylor Swift came to
our church?

Yeah, | think it would. And Jesus understood that about us. He understood that we pay
lots of attention to people who are big and important - and that we want to be big and
important too.

And so he told this story that we heard. And he told his followers - when you give a dinner,
don’t invite superstars, don’t invite big and important people because they make you feel
big and important - invite the people who are in need. The people who don’t have enough,
the people who are hurting. That’s what Jesus did. When he came to Earth, he didn’t go to
the superstars, or to big and important people, he found the people who were in need, the
people who were hurting, and the people who no one thought was very important.

And he said to them: “Blessed are you. To me, you are a star - and | am calling on you, to
shine like a star in the darkness.”

And that’s how God can use us to show inclusion and help change the world. And it can
start with us on every Sunday morning - to treat every person who walks through the door,
no matter who they are, like they are Taylor Swift. Like they are big and important. Because
to God - they are.

I'd like to invite all the VBS kiddos to come to the front and while they are coming up, I'd
like you to turn and talk to your neighbor one more time. I'd like you to think of a time
when being included made a big change in your life.

Thanks everyone for sharing - as you can see the kiddos have lined up from biggest to
smallest. Can you all point to the person who is first in line? Can you point to who is last?
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You know sometimes it is good to be first - can you think of a time when it is good to be
first? And sometimes it is good to be last - can you think of a time when it is good to be
last?

We are thinking all the time about who is first and who is last and being jealous of other
people who are ahead of us, or ignoring other people behind us. But Jesus said something
kind of strange - he said “the last shall be first and the first shall be last.” I've got an idea, |
want you all to hold hands with the person next to you. [Join the hands for the tallest and
the smallest] And what if we did this?

When we join hands is there anyone who is first now? Is there anyone who is last? In our
memory verse we have been saying, “Let God change the way you think.” When we think in
circles instead of in lines, then we see that everyone is equal and included. That’s how God
changes the world, and that’s the kind of love we get to share with everyone who walks in
the door - whether it’s Taylor Swift or anybody else!

Can you say with me: “Thanks be to God!”



