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6 The 18th Sunday 
After Pentecost

St. Mark Lutheran Church 
One North Road 

Circle Pines, MN 55014
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Welcome to worship at St. Mark Lutheran Church. We'd also like to extend a 
special welcome to visitors today. If you are a visitor, please sign our Guest Book 
by the entrance to the sanctuary and we’ll be happy to connect with you. The 
following notes may help you in your worship experience.  


Songs and Hymns can be found in either the Evangelical Lutheran Worship 
(ELW) cranberry-colored hymnal or With One Voice (WOV) blue hymnal. Both 
can be found under your chair.  


Offering is an act of worship and a privilege to return to God a portion of what he 
has given us. If you are a guest, do not feel obligated to give, but if you are 
comfortable participating, please join us in this act of worship. Offerings given 
joyfully today are used for outreach to the greater church and ministries of St. 
Mark.


Holy Communion is offered during our service each Sunday. All are welcome at 
the table! Gluten-free wafers and non-alcoholic juice are available on request.  


Children of all ages are welcome to participate in worship at St. Mark. At 
baptism, we welcome little ones into God’s family and the community of St. 
Mark. We believe young children have a place in our community that includes 
worship. Children learn by seeing, hearing and experiencing worship with adults 
who care about them.  


The Pray and Play area is available on the right side of the sanctuary where 
children can engage in worship with tools meant just for them. We welcome the 
opportunity to share in your child’s learning experience.  


Nursery: If you feel the need to leave the sanctuary during the service, an 
unstaffed nursery with a changing area and child’s bathroom is available.  


Please join us for coffee and fellowship after our worship service. Thank you for 
joining us today! 

(+) indicates that the assembly is invited to stand, as you are able. 



Sunday, September 27, 2026 | 9:30 am 
18th Sunday After Pentecost - Traditional Worship Service 

Jesus’ parable about two sons who don’t do what they say reveals surprises in the reign of 
God. Paul urges us to look to Christ as a model of humility, putting the interests of others above 
our own. Nourished by the broken bread and shared cup, we offer our lives for the sake of our 

needy world. 

WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS  

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS  
P: Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God, who pours love into our hearts and healing 
upon the earth.

C: Amen. 
P: Confident that God justifies us by grace through faith, let us confess our sin.

Silence is kept. 

P: Compassionate God,

C: we confess that we struggle to embody your goodness in the world and in 
our own hearts. Creation groans. Jealousy and bitterness strain our 
relationships. Indifference keeps us from seeking justice. We are divided and 
afraid. Turn our hearts back to you. Restore our world and reconcile us to one 
another. Renew us to live as your holy people, following the way of Jesus Christ. 
Amen. 

P: Hear this good news: We have peace with God through ☩ Jesus Christ, in whom 
there is no condemnation, but only forgiveness and the promise of eternal life. 
Receive freely this healing gift of grace.

C: Amen. 

+OPENING HYMN                            "God is Here”                                             ELW 526  
                                 +GREETING  

P: The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the 
Holy Spirit, be with you all. 

C: And also with you. 
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+ KYRIE       Page 120 
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+HYNM OF PRAISE         Page 122 
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+PRAYER OF THE DAY 
P: God of love, giver of life, you know our frailties and failings. Give us your grace to 
overcome them, keep us from those things that harm us, and guide us in the way of 
salvation, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.

C: Amen. 

CHILDREN’S MESSAGE                    Pastor Lauren Mildahl 

SPECIAL MUSIC              “All Hail the Power of Jesus’ Name”     Handbell Choir 
	 	 	 	 	    arr. John A Behnke 
  



FIRST READING Exodus 17:1-7  
    

Because the thirsty Israelites quarreled with Moses and put God to the test, Moses cried out 
in desperation to God. God commanded Moses to strike the rock to provide water for the 

people. The doubt-filled question—“Is the Lord among us or not?”—received a very positive 
answer. 

L: A reading from Exodus:

1 From the wilderness of Sin the whole congregation of the Israelites journeyed by 
stages, as the Lord commanded. They camped at Rephidim, but there was no water 
for the people to drink. 2 The people quarreled with Moses and said, “Give us water to 
drink.” Moses said to them, “Why do you quarrel with me? Why do you test the 
Lord?” 3 But the people thirsted there for water, and the people complained against 
Moses and said, “Why did you bring us out of Egypt, to kill us and our children and 
livestock with thirst?” 4 So Moses cried out to the Lord, “What shall I do for this 
people? They are almost ready to stone me.” 5 The Lord said to Moses, “Go on ahead 
of the people and take some of the elders of Israel with you; take in your hand the 
staff with which you struck the Nile and go. 6 I will be standing there in front of you on 
the rock at Horeb. Strike the rock, and water will come out of it, so that the people 
may drink.” Moses did so, in the sight of the elders of Israel. 7 He called the place 
Massah and Meribah, because the Israelites quarreled and tested the Lord, saying, 
“Is the Lord among us or not?”


L: The word of the Lord. 

C: Thanks be to God. 

PSALM 78  Psalm 78:1-4, 12-16 
The psalm will be read responsively. The lector will read all the verses, the Congregation is 

invited to join on the bold verses. 

1 Hear my teaching, O my people; incline your ears to the words of my mouth.

 2 I will open my mouth in a parable; I will declare the mysteries of ancient times— 

 3 that which we have heard and known, and what our forebears have told us,

  we will not hide from their children.


 4 We will recount to generations to come the praiseworthy deeds and the power of 
the Lord, and the wonderful works God has done.  

 12 God worked marvels in the sight of their ancestors, in the land of Egypt, 

in the field of Zoan,


 13 splitting open the sea and letting them pass through; making the waters stand up 
like walls; 

 14 leading them with a cloud by day, and all the night with a glow of fire;

 15 splitting the rocks in the wilderness and giving them drink as from the deep; 

 16 bringing streams out of a rock, making them flow down like a river. 
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SECOND READING                          Philippians 2:1-13  
As part of a call for harmony rather than self-seeking, Paul uses a very early Christian hymn 

that extols the selflessness of Christ in his obedient death on the cross. Christ’s selfless 
perspective is to be the essential perspective we share as the foundation for Christian 

accord.

L: A reading from Philippians :

1 If, then, there is any comfort in Christ, any consolation from love, any partnership in 
the Spirit, any tender affection and sympathy, 2 make my joy complete: be of the 
same mind, having the same love, being in full accord and of one mind. 3 Do nothing 
from selfish ambition or empty conceit, but in humility regard others as better than 
yourselves. 4 Let each of you look not to your own interests but to the interests of 
others. 5 Let the same mind be in you that was in Christ Jesus, 6 who, though he 
existed in the form of God, did not regard equality with God as something to be 
grasped, 7 but emptied himself, taking the form of a slave, assuming human likeness.

And being found in appearance as a human, 8 he humbled himself and became 
obedient to the point of death—even death on a cross.

  9 Therefore God exalted him even more highly and gave him the name that is above 
every other name, 10 so that at the name given to Jesus every knee should bend, in 
heaven and on earth and under the earth, 11 and every tongue should confess that 
Jesus Christ is Lord, to the glory of God the Father.  12 Therefore, my beloved, just as 
you have always obeyed me, not only in my presence but much more now in my 
absence, work on your own salvation with fear and trembling, 13 for it is God who is at 
work in you, enabling you both to will and to work for his good pleasure.

L: The word of the Lord. 

C: Thanks be to God. 

+GOSPEL ACCLAMATION               ELW Page 124 
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+GOSPEL    Matthew 21:23-32 
After driving the moneychangers out of the temple (21:12), Jesus begins teaching there. His 

authority is questioned by the religious leaders, who are supposed to be in charge of the 
temple. 

P: The holy gospel according to Matthew.

C: Glory to you, O Lord. 
23 When [Jesus] entered the temple, the chief priests and the elders of the people 
came to him as he was teaching and said, “By what authority are you doing these 
things, and who gave you this authority?” 24 Jesus said to them, “I will also ask you 
one question; if you tell me the answer, then I will also tell you by what authority I do 
these things. 25 Did the baptism of John come from heaven, or was it of human 
origin?” And they argued with one another, “If we say, ‘From heaven,’ he will say to 
us, ‘Why, then, did you not believe him?’ 26 But if we say, ‘Of human origin,’ we are 
afraid of the crowd, for all regard John as a prophet.” 27 So they answered Jesus, “We 
do not know.” And he said to them, “Neither will I tell you by what authority I am 
doing these things.

  28 “What do you think? A man had two sons; he went to the first and said, ‘Son, go 
and work in the vineyard today.’ 29 He answered, ‘I will not,’ but later he changed his 
mind and went. 30 The father went to the second and said the same, and he 
answered, ‘I go, sir,’ but he did not go. 31 Which of the two did the will of his father?” 
They said, “The first.” Jesus said to them, “Truly I tell you, the tax collectors and the 
prostitutes are going into the kingdom of God ahead of you. 32 For John came to you 
in the way of righteousness, and you did not believe him, but the tax collectors and 
the prostitutes believed him, and even after you saw it you did not change your 
minds and believe him.”


P: The gospel of the Lord. 

C: Praise to you, O Christ. 

 SERMON                            "Thirsting For the Kingdom"           Pastor Lauren Mildahl 
   +HYMN OF THE DAY            “As the Deer Runs to the River”                              ELW 331 
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+APOSTLES’ CREED  
I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth. I believe in 
Jesus Christ, God's only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 
born of the Virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and 
was buried; he descended to the dead. On the third day he rose again; he 
ascended into heaven, he is seated at the right hand of the Father, and he will 
come to judge the living and the dead. I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy 
catholic Church, the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, the 
resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting.  
Amen. 

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION  
L: Seeking the Spirit of God who makes all things new, we pray for the church and 
the world.


A brief silence.  
Each petition will end “Hear us, O God,” and you are invited to respond, “your mercy 
is great.” 

L: Trusting in your boundless grace, O God, we lift up these spoken prayers, the 
prayers that we hold in our hearts, and the prayers we have forgotten; through Jesus 
Christ our Lord.

C: Amen. 

+PEACE  
P: The peace of Christ be with you always.

C: And also with you. 
Let us take a moment to share the peace with one another and those worshipping 
with us online.  

OFFERING                                          
Ways to give to St. Mark 

1. Mail or drop off your offering in the drop box outside the front door. 

2. For electronic giving, scan the QR code with your phone to reach 

Vanco, our giving page. 

3. Visit stmarkcp.org and select “Give” at the top of the page.   
4. Text 763-296-0671to set up a one-time or recurring donation.
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+OFFERTORY                        “Voices Raised to You” vs. 1 only                             ELW 845  

       +OFFERING PRAYER  
P: Holy God, giver of all good things, receive the gifts we bring, fruit of the earth and 
the work of human hands, that they may be used to your purposes for life and love in 
the world.

C: Amen. 

+THE GREAT THANKSGIVING  
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P: It is indeed right, our duty, and our joy...We praise your name and join their  
 hymn: 

+ HOLY, HOLY, HOLY               ELW Page 130 

+WORDS OF INSTITUTION  
P: You are indeed holy,God our loving creator...God of holy, creative and wounded 
hands, strengthen and guide our hands now and forever. 
C: Amen. 

+LORD’S PRAYER 
Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, your kingdom come, your will be 
done, on earth as in heaven. Give us today our daily bread. Forgive us our sins 
as we forgive those who sin against us. Save us from the time of trial and 
deliver us from evil. For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours, now 
and forever. Amen. 
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COMMUNION 
The sacrament of Holy Communion is offered as part of our worship this morning. You will 
be directed forward to receive communion around the altar. If you feel more comfortable 
remaining in your seat, or are not able to come up, communion will be brought to you. 
Children and adults not yet taking communion may come forward for a blessing. All are 
welcome to receive the bread and wine. Gluten free wafers and white grape juice (in the 

middle of tray) are available. 

COMMUNION MUSIC    	               "Lamb of God"                                ELW Page 135 
                           

                                                     
                                           “O Master, Let Me Walk With You”                           ELW 818 
                                                  “As the Grains of Wheat”                                   ELW 465 
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+POST COMMUNION BLESSING AND PRAYER 
P: The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you in 
his grace.  
C: Amen. 

P: Holy Jesus, in this meal you have fed and nourished us to work in your beloved 
world. Send us now, filled with yourself and strengthened by your Spirit to live 
your love for others.

C: Amen. 

+BENEDICTION 
P: May the God of love, hope, and grace, draw you together, give you strength 
and joy in all circumstances, and bless you now and forever.

C: Amen. 

+SENDING HYMN          "The Lord Now Sends Us Forth"                    ELW 538     

+DISMISSAL 
P: Go out in peace. You are God’s hands at work in the world.

C: We will! Thanks be to God. 

POSTLUDE  
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MINISTRY NEWS 
Upcoming Adult Faith Formation  
September 27 - “Human Sexuality: Gift and Trust” Reconsideration Study, Part 2

October 4 - Taste of Tanzania (Social Ministry)

October 11 - Plan for Ministry Town Hall

Octtober 18 - Guest Speaker: Katie Kelly, Alexandra House 


“Human Sexuality: Gift and Trust” Reconsideration Study 
The ELCA is asking for feedback on one of its Social Statements: “Human Sexuality: Gift 
and Trust,” which was adopted in 2009. 

• What does the ELCA teach about human sexuality?

• What does it mean to have a “bound conscience?”

• What does this mean for us as a community at St. Mark?


Come for a two-part study and thoughtful discussion of these questions and more with 
Pastor Lauren!  Sunday, Sept 27 at 11am in the Gathering Room. 


Outdoor Evening Worship - Tonight 
Join us for outdoor evening worship at the firepit on Sunday, September 27 at 6pm as we 
celebrate the feast of Creation in Christ. Bring a lawn chair and some bug spray as we 
enjoy spending time in God’s wonderful creation. Pets welcome!


September Tithing Partner: Alexandra House 
One of the parts of the recently adopted proposal from the Gifts and Guidance team is that 
each month we will give 10% of what we would have spent on our mortgage payment 
(about $300) to support one of our mission partners. This month, we 
are supporting Alexandra House, which offers free domestic, sexual, 
and relationship violence services for women, men, youth, and 
families. Services include 24-hour emergency shelter, legal advocacy, 
support groups, housing and supportive services, youth intervention 
and prevention services, elder abuse services, community education, 
and professional training. If you would also like to contribute 
individually to this donation, you can scan the QR code here--> 


Spiritual Gifts Retreat: October 23-24 
Discover God’s vision for your life! Tricia Niesche and Karla Ewers will 
lead a workshop to help you understand your spiritual gifts using a 
Biblical framework. We will meet Friday, October 23rd from 6-9PM 
and on Saturday, October 24th from 9am-3pm at Cristos Center in 
Lino Lakes.  There is a $25 registration fee to cover the cost of 
materials. Lunch is included on Saturday.  Scan the QR code to 
register by October 11.
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Blood Drive Update 
The American Red Cross team arrived at 11 on Monday morning , ready 
to collect blood from our faithful donors. Unfortunately the equipment 
truck didn’t arrive until after 1pm.  We are thankful for the 27 units that 
were collected.  81 people can be helped with that priceless liquid.  Your 
next opportunity to give here will be in November.  Scan the QR code to 
sign up to donate. ------->


Christmas Handbell Choir 
Children and youth from 2nd-12 grade are invited to participate in a youth handbell choir to 
perform at church on Sunday, December 20th. The rehearsal schedule will be set once we 
know who is interested in participating. Rehearsals would start once a week in October.  No 
prior music instruction needed! We will teach everything you need to know to bring a gift of 
music to the Christmas season! Contact Pastor Lauren (pastor@stmarkcp.org) if you are 
interested!


The Darkest Night 4K is a luminary-lit walk or run to support Hope 4 Youth to help end youth 
homelessness! 

WHEN: Friday, October 2nd at 6:00 PM

WHERE: Bunker Hills Golf Club

Register by Wednesday, September 9th, to be guaranteed a 4K long-sleeve shirt.

• $40 $30 - Adult (18+) - use code: GROUP

• $20 $15 - Child/Student (Ages 4-17) - use code: GROUP

• Under 3 are FREE

• Dogs are allowed on leashes (be sure they dress their best to be 

considered for the Best Dressed Dog contest!)

• If the cost is a hardship to participate, please contact Pastor Lauren!   

Scan this QR Code to join the St. Mark Team.


New 2026 Pictorial Directory Photo Appointments October 27 & 28

Universal Church Directories is coming to St. Mark to take photos for the 2026 Picture 
Directory. You can schedule your photo appointment online for the following dates: 

Tuesday & Wednesday, October 27 & 28     

Scan the QR Code to make an appointment.  

The “Church Code” is mn682 & “Church Password” is stmark   

(Church Code & Password are case sensitive!) Online signup may not be 
available on Saturday & Sunday so we can have paper sign-ups at church 
on the weekends.  You will receive a free 8x10 portrait and a free copy of our 
Directory just for coming in for a portrait! 
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Altar Care Sign Up:  
The Altar Care Team is looking for volunteers for both Communion Bread Baking and Altar 
Care Set-up. The remainder of August and the rest of the year through December is open and 
available for sign up though the links on Friday’s digital announcements. Contact Lori 
Johnson (loriduvaljohnson@gmail.com) if you have questions, need help signing up, or need 
training.


Worship Helper Sneak Peek for Sunday Oct 4 
   Greeter: Don & Anita Pouchnik

   Ushers: John Knudson 
   Lector:  Daryl Grandstrand 
   Prayers:  Barb Saunders 
   Communion Assistants: Carol Pounds & Maggie Tennessen 
   Worship Host: Rob Crowder

   Sound & Tech: Avery/Claire Ten Haken 

   Sunday School Teacher: Kate Holland


Purple Lights Campaign 
October is National Domestic Violence Awareness month. St. Mark is supporting our mission 
partner, Alexandra House, by participating in the Purple Lights Campaign.  Hanging purple 
lights helps spread awareness and makes sure our community is aware of helpful resources 
available through this organization. There will be purple lights hanging on the front of the 
church for the next month. (Thank you Steve and Cheryl Collard for putting those up)! Several 
members are also hanging up purple lights in their homes. Talk to the Social Ministry team to 
learn how to participate.  (Cheryl Collard) 
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 HOW HAVE WE LIVED OUT THE MISSION AND VISION 
OF ST. MARK THIS WEEK? 

• Thanks to Brad Carlson for mowing the lawn this week!


• Thanks to Nancy Richter and the Women’s Ministry team for planning such a fun Pizza 
and Bunco night last Friday night! 


• Thanks to Dennis Tollers for inspecting our fire extinguishers every month! 


• Thanks to Swede Hemquist for spraying for ants and weeds this month.


• Thanks to our wonderful musicians and choir members for helping to lead and adorn 
our worship every week. 

Financial Help for Brynnley Koehler's Family  
As you continue to hold Brynnley Koehler's family in your prayers, you can 
also reach out to support them financially or by providing a meal. Brynnley's 
care was quite expensive and the family is facing a large  amount of medical 
debt. Scan the QR code to go to Brynnley's GoFund Me Page --->


 Scan this QR Code (Left) to sign up for the Meal Train for Rachael and    
 Brenden.  Any gifts are appreciated. If you would like to send a card, 

 please send it via Carri Kratt at 502 Woodduck Trail, Lino Lakes, MN,    

 55014. 
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St. Mark Giving  
August 2026 Income:  $35,405.01 

August 2026 Expenses:  $21,563.26 
General Fund Balance to Date: $21,563.26
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Worship Attendance
In Person Online

Sept 20 67 Sept 20 70

Sept 13 65 Sept 13 82

Sept 6 56 Sept 6 60

Aug 30 70 Aug 30 68

PRAYER AND CONCERN   

Dereje Fetenssa, a neighbor, for relief from stress and opportunities for work.  
Carol Pounds, heart issues.

Dwayne, Skip and Joann Larson’s son’s neighbor’s father who suffered a severe head injury. 
Cathy Wilkinson, healing from hip replacement surgery.

Sheri Hanson, in treatment for aplastic anemia and a bone marrow transplant. 
Jean Bushey, Lisa Hutchinson ‘s sister-in-law, diagnosed with breast cancer. 
Greg Holte (our lawn mower repair man), recently had surgery for cancer & recovering at 
home. 
Don Lundholm, in treatment for mesothelioma. 
J.C., Karen Gregory's nephew, treatment for brain problems. 
Tricia Wilkinson, healing and comfort for returning lung cancer. 
Elijah Troiano, healing from G/I issues, and guidance for doctors to identify underlying issue. 
Johanna Swedberg, friend of the congregation, for peace and support. 
Leslie Pracht, who is in need of a kidney transplant. 

Loved Ones Who Have Recently Passed Away: 
Brynnley Koehler, infant granddaughter of Carri Kratt 

If you have any updates for this list, please contact Amy in the office (office@stmarkcp.org)

The giving numbers are updated after the finance team 
meets.  The next finance meeting will be October 12.

mailto:office@stmarkcp.org


WORSHIP ASSISTANTS Sunday 9/27/26 
Greeter: Eddie Jeanetta 
Ushers: Dave Boerboom & Jeff Johnson

Liturgist: Shannon Rosas

Lector: Keli Moffat

Prayers: Lisa Hutchinson

Communion Assistants: Sue Hanson & Keli Moffat 
Worship Host:  Don Pouchnik

Tech/Sound: Avery/Claire

Sunday School Teacher: Nicole Troiano Saint Mark 

Growing Together in 
God’s Love to Serve 

Others 

Office Phone:

763-784-2558


Website:

stmarkcp.org


Staff 

Pastor: 
Lauren Mildahl


pastor@stmarkcp.org


Office Manager and 
Accompanist: 

Amy Linnell

office@stmarkcp.org


Choir Director and 
Music Coordinator: 

Shannon Rosas

music@stmarkcp.org


Housekeeper: 
Jose Ramos

This week at St. Mark

Sunday 9/27/26 Sunday Morning Prayer 8:30am

Worship Service (Traditional) 9:30am

Sunday School (During Worship)

Adult Faith Formation 11am

Creation in Christ Outdoor Evening Worship 6:00pm

Monday 9/28/26 
Office Hours: 9-3pm

Worship Committee Meeting 6:00pm

Boy Scout Troop 9692 7:00pm

Tuesday 9/29/26 
Office Hours 9-3pm

Tuesday Noon Bible Study 12:00pm 

Worship Band Practice 3:30-5pm

Wednesday 9/30/26 
Office Hours 11-5pm

NO Handbell Choir  
Confirmation 6-7pm

NO Choir Rehearsal

Thursday 10/1/26 
Office Hours 9-3pm

Friday 10/2/26 Centennial Early Childhood Screening  7:30am - 
5:30pm

Darkest Night 4k 6:00pm at Bunker Hills Golf Course

Saturday 10/3/26 AA: 10:30am

Sunday 10/4/26 Sunday Morning Prayer 8:30am

Worship Service With the Band  9:30am

Sunday School (During Worship)

Fellowship 10:45am

Taste of Tanzania 11:00am
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Seasons.com. Reprinted by permission under Augsburg Fortress Liturgies Annual 

License #SAS010009.  
Scripture quotations are from the New Revised Standard Version Updated Edition. 
Copyright © 2021 National Council of Churches of Christ in the United States of 
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