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Grace and peace to you, beloved siblings, in the name that is above every other name,
Jesus Christ, our Lord.

Three chapters! If you go back and look closely at our first reading from Exodus, you’ll see
that it’s been three chapters-that’s all-since God parted the Red Sea so the Israelites could
escape the Egyptians. And it’s only been one chapter since God sent quail and manna for
them to eat. Chapter after chapter, miracles upon miracles, God accompanying them every
step of the way.

And now, the tired and thirsty people are complaining again. And wondering, “Is the Lord
among us or not?”

And, honestly, that’s a familiar question. At least it is to me. When I'm tired and spent.
When my heart is breaking or broken. When the path before me is unclear. When I'm not
sure when or how I'll get what | need. When my worry is close and God seems so far away.

Is the Lord among us or not?

It's a question | come back to no matter how recently or how extravagantly God has shown
up with abundant love and provision. Because no matter how much water | drink, | always
get thirsty again.

Thirsting for God to put everything right in this world. Thirsting to feel whole and loved.
And thirsting for a lot of things that won't save me but that | try to fill myself up with

anyway.

I've heard it said that when you start to feel thirsty, it means you are already dehydrated.
And this world has a way of dehydrating us, wringing us out, squeezing out every last drop.

Is the Lord among us or not?
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Of course, the point of the story is that yes, obviously God was among the people. “I will be
standing there in front of you,” God says. Standing there in front of them on the rock of
Horeb, ready to shower them with water. Just as God is always standing in front of us,
ready to shower us with life and with the gifts of the Holy Spirit - with love and joy and
peace.

But we don’t always see what’s right in front of us. Especially when we are distracted by
our thirst.

In our gospel reading today, it’s the chief priests and the elders who don’t see who is
standing right in front of them. They see Jesus - but they don’t see his authority. They
don’t see God, standing there, waiting to shower them with blessings too.

Because they are thirsting - but not for God’s kingdom. They are thirsting for power and
wealth.

You see, in the first part of chapter 21 (which we didn’t read this morning) Jesus entered
Jerusalem for the last time. He rode in on a donkey, and the crowds spread their cloaks
before him and children sang, “Hosanna! Save us! Blessed is the one who comes in the

name of the Lord!”

And then Jesus went straight to the temple, to the domain of the chief priests and the
elders. And he drove out all the money changers and all the merchants, saying “My house
shall be called a house of prayer, but you are making a den of robbers.” And in the space
made when the money changers were gone, he healed people, the blind and the lame,
everyone who came to the temple to see him.

That’s what happens in the first part of chapter 21 and that is what is making the blood of
the chief priests and elders boil. They were the ones who profited from the money
changers and merchants - who ran the economy of the temple tax and selling animals for
sacrifices. They were the ones who controlled access to the house of God. And so, thirsty
for power and wealth, they come to Jesus and say, “By what authority are you doing these
things?” Who do you think you are?
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And | imagine Jesus pointing to all the people he has healed, who have been given new
life, as if to say, “They know the answer.” | imagine him pointing to the repentant sinners,
the tax collectors and the prostitutes, who have been forgiven, as if to say, “They know.” |
imagine him pointing to the children singing “Save us,” at everyone who was thirsting for
the kingdom, who was longing to know if the Lord was among them or not, as if to say,
“they know.”

“But you, the leaders, the insiders, the ones who work in God’s house, you can’t see God,
standing on the rock in front of you. You won't see it. And I'll prove it to you.”

So Jesus asks them this question about the ministry of John the Baptist. A question that
reveals their craven politics - that they aren’t interested in the truth, or in the kingdom of
God as it was revealed through John and now Jesus. Instead, they refuse to answer. And
they refuse to believe.

Jesus is standing on the rock in front of them, ready to pour living water into their mouths
- but they are ready to kill him. And by the end of the week, they will.

In his letter to the church in Philippi, Paul writes that out of humility and love, Christ
‘emptied himself” The Greek word for “emptied” has the connotation of liquid being poured
out. Christ emptied himself, poured out the liquid of his own body, on the cross. He was
pierced with a spear and his blood gushed out of him, just like the water out of the rock.

Christ emptied himself out of love for creation - for all humanity, for everyone. For you, for
me and even for the chief priests and the elders who killed him. Christ emptied himself,
and, because we were thirsting, gave us his own blood to drink. He emptied himself,
because we were dying, dying to know “Is the Lord among us or not?”

He emptied himself so that the answer to that question would once again be obvious.

Yes. “I'm here. I'm standing on the rock in front of you. Drink my blood and quench your
thirst.”

“Therefore God exalted him even more highly and gave him the name that is above every
other name, so that at the name given to Jesus every knee should bend, in heaven and on
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earth and under the earth, and every tongue should confess that Jesus Christ is Lord, to the
glory of God the Father” (Philippians 2:9-11)

In a few minutes we'll come to the table. We will come, thirsty and squeezed dry. And
Christ will empty himself, his own blood poured out for us once again. And as you drink
the cup, | hope you know in your inmost being that the Lord is among us. That the Spirit of
God is within you. That Jesus lives in you.

May your thirst for power, and wealth, and sin be quenched by the blood of Jesus, and may
you thirst instead for the kingdom of God.

And when we leave here today, with the taste of the wine of Christ’s blood still on our lips
and in our throats, full of the love of God, and confident that the Lord is among us, we will
be sent.

Sent to work in God’s vineyard. To love one another. To spread God’s joy. To live in peace.
To spread the good news that the answer to the question, “Is the Lord among us or not?” is

Yes.

Amen.



